
y. Ü^r L
-

X tÆ-
;-j-

7f‘:;777~v:f7Æ-^ 7 *- -. V-^';P' y?-SE: -' 1 ’

Il |
•: i •)u

/ 6~uru^\r-v v ' &•*■*/**

saflliilll:
liSli-BS- •XiMontreal that tse msn who la a faithful 

and energetic employee eo Ion» as he works 
r e private company becomes a consclenee- 

«èaa Jffafer the moment he becomes an 
«mpliyee ot bis fellow-citlsenk.

the official figures of railway earning»

sr
act the effects of the cold donche with wWch 
the Montreal Press welcomes Sir Henry 

head ot the National
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■ otCOLD DOUCHE FOR SIR HENRY.j
The appointment of a strong, outstand- 

Ing figure In the railway world as head ot 
Canada’s National Railways has not lessened 

lads of the Montreal Press. The 
Herald, after challenging The 

gits' a single Instance In the whole
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world where the nationalisation ot railways 
has proved a success, declares that "Gov- 
ernmeht ownership of a great business enter­
prise pieanp a dry-rot permeating the whole 
system—a dry-rot that kills enterprise and 
murders the enthusiasm of even the ablest 
and moét conscientious employees. It is not 
only that political pull, patronage and influ­
ence is ever at war with business efficiency.

hie goes deeper than that. Govern­
ment ownership kills Initiative of the right 
sort. It fosters , the ’initiative’ that calls 
for huge expenditures to attract votes or to 

re, but it destroys 
tor real service, real

r' tting.lBÜl
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movement now In progress, that the 1»M 
operating deficit ot the National Railways, 
including the Grand Trunk, will be wiped 
eut '.entirely before the end of the fiscal
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It is interesting to turn frorn tpis gloon 
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, eifle, the great 
private ownership 
and the National i 
months of 1111 end 
period In question t 
ot the Canadian Pa 
extent ot |8,*i*,7*! 
six monthab was *8,
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period of 1M1. While the
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same period from *ie.is,»,«6o to s«,«
To do so the management of the I 
cut operating expenses 18.6 per cen 
Grand Trunk, a public ownership i 
reduced operating expenses 18.* per cent., 
and had an operating surplus of *4,800,14* 
tor the six months.

It may bo said that the Canadien Pacific 
saw the storm coming sooner than its rival 
and cut its expenses to fit its income, and 
that the National had much (morer material
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19 to a greater extent than the C. P. R. 
whUI the need to do eo became urgent. It 
this f explanation be accepted for the very 

economies’’ practiced by the National 
during the first six months ot 1188,
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Rat g
whüfehall we make ot the “real business- 
getting’’ capacity displayed by the National 
linq||, especially the Ojtend Trunk, In séeur- 
Ing an Increasing voluine of traffic recently, 
at « time when C. P. R. grope has been tell­
ing off? The railway stride across the bor­
der gave the National lines a great deal * 
extra freight to haul between the Mtd-W 
and ?$he ocean, but thé Nktlonal had 

1 y ot the business. It would appear 
that in going out after freight traffic/' the 
National has not yet reached the Ay-rot 
stage, nor has enthusiasm been murdered. 
From all parts ot the country/Indeed, comes 
«he news that the members of the staff ot

deter-
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National are ’'on their toes,*’ 
ed to disprove the theory of in

the
• Pressmin
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