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I have the honcur 10 ACKNOWIELIS racaint O
vour letter of the 7t} instant =B37860- and ir reply beg
to state that in my opinion tue aongent of the Indians
mey lawfully be dispensed with in settling their clain
in connection with tle raiginz of the waters of the St
Trances River by the above Company,and tle conveyjance to
the Oompany,if that is contemplated,of t.e {looded part
of the reserve,

It appears to be questionable whetler section
35 of the Indian Act epplies,since uncer that provision
compensation is te be rade to the Indians "in tlie same
marner ae is provided with respect to the lands Or rights
of otlier persons",and tlere is no provision 1in the Act,
Mhanter 139 of 1905 for the payment of compensation, The
compensation,liowever,may be settled by ogreement or by a
rafersnce to arbitration outgide tlie statute,

I have the lLionour ito be,
S1ir,

ur obedient servant,
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