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Let's not be coy. Varisty Guest Weekend, as a low-
budget S U public relation project, should be scrapped.

OK.Thesevond annual born-again VGW had its high points
last weekend and was, no doubt more successful than the
original 1978 disaster. But it wasn't enough. VGW '79 didn't
revive the spirit of the old days, it didn't draw the crowds
(8500'? Corne on!), it didn't capture the essence of university
life. It certainly didn't make the clear case for more
government funding that some had hoped it would. F'm not
even sure it boosted sales in the campus retail outlets.

The point is VGW didn't accomplish anything because
it was too grand a project launched with too few resources.
And after two years of trying it should be obvious that VGW
as we want to remember it won't be resurrected without
some pretty elaborate planning. And bucks

How many of us can honestly recaîl VGW? Ail that
remains is its reputation as a great public - university get
together. The memories aren't specific. Lots of people came
to see what a university was ail about because VGW was
tradition. This significantly aided the organization and
promotion of the event both on and off campus.

But eight or nine years later the tradition is too far
removed to help the recent attempts. We have mostly
forgotten VGW and more importantly in the late seventies
our attitudes have changed. lt's difficult to imagine a viable
VGW right now under any circumstances.

Opening up the university community to the general
public is still a pretty good idea and it could work again in
time. VGW can't be operated on a shoe string budget, or
organized by a skeleton, untrained staff that's given new
goals each year. And the responsibility shouldn't rest
entirely with the SU. It must be a cooperative, weil
coordinated effort involving ail levels of the University
community. VGW must be executed with skill and care, or
flot at ail.

Until everyone can agree to common goals a schedule
and adequate funding let's keep VGW as a fond memory.

Or one more revival along the lines of last weekend
could sour the whole concept for a very long tîme.

There's not much left to be said about the provincial
election. Everyone knows it's tomorrow. You probably
know the university poili is at Garneau School and that you
can register yourself as a voter sîmply by signing an affadavit
declaring your elegibility.

0f course, you know you can't get a beer anywhere until
after the poils close at 8pm.

You should know that Strathcona is a crucial riding
one of the few in the province boasting acredibleopposition
candidate. You know how ail the candidates feel about ail
the issues.

You know what the Tory government has done. If you
don't agree with Alberta's one-party systemn you know you
can send the rories a message.

And you ought to know that if you don't cast a ballot
tomorrow, you wîll have voted for the status quo.

What else can I say? Loreen Lennon
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Conservatives have failed u
The executive committee of

the Students' Union believes that
the Progressive Conservative's
policy on post-secondary educa-
tion should be seriously con-
sidcred before people vote on
Wednesday.

Under the leadership of the
Conservatives, the University of
Alberta has experienced a mark-
ed and steady decline in the
amounts by which the operatîng
grants have been increased. In
1975-76, the percentage increase
was 15%, in 1978-79, it was
8.25%. This cutback in govern-
ment funding meant that the
University was 6.2 million
dollars short of the funds re-
quired to meet its proposed 1978-
79 budget.

This shortfall of 6.2 million
dollars was reflected in a 10%
tuition fee hike, the termination
and freezing of' staff positions,
the discontinuation of programs,
the deterioration of services, and
a general decline in the quality of
education provided at the Un-
iversity of Alberta,

In reaction to the severe
effects of' these cutbacks, the
U niversity of Alberta communi-
ty presented numerous weil
documented briefs to the Con-
servatîve government, in an
effort to demonstrate the very
real need f'or increasing funding.
After very little consideration by
the government, these requests
f'or additional funding were
rejected, and no explanations

wcre given as to whiv the req
were rejected. Thýis year

Conservative government
waiting until after the cee
before it announices whai
grant will be. Does this1
thcrewill beeven morceurba

Another point to
rcmembered is that
L-ougheed at the dernonstri
last March, promised usare
of' the student boan prograi
bias bcen a year since her
that promise and we stili
not heard the resuits of
review.

A final point t() he ma,
that altho ugh 'the St'Union lias re peated jýi nmviiî
Conservative govern ment ta
ticipate in openPublic
cussions of their policy on
secondary education they
on every occasion refused.

So it seems, in retros
that education undertheca
vative goverrnment
stagnated. The quality ofe
tion bias declined and as a
of increased tuition fees
pounded by a very poor
program, the aéccssibilit
education hias also decrease
far as education in this pro
is concerned, the Progre
Conservatives have perfar
most unsatisfactorily.

C. Hume, Presi
K. Eastlick, VP bat

M. Ekelund, VP Acad
D. Fisher, VP Finance and

ministr
D. Olmstead, President

It is about time that the
students of this university sent
the goverfiment a message--of
support.

Vote on the basis of the facts
instead of the false notion that
we must have a large opposition
of New Democrats at al costs.
On the whole, the Progressive
Conservatîves have provided
effective and responsible govern-
ment with an eye on Alherta's
long term future. Even on "stu-
dent issues" the goverfiments'
record is not as bad as the
Gaiewa has picturcd.

Consider this, NDP leader
Grant Notley has promised
funding increases would equal
the inflation rate. In 1977 infla-
tion ran at bctween 8-10% and
the university received an 11%
increase in the spring of 1978.
The facts side with the PCs.

Progressive Conservative
policies are flot geared to make
Alberta absolutely number one
in everything. lnstead, Peter
Lougheed bas a goal of long termn
prosperity for Alberta. Restraint
is nccessary to insure a secure
future f'or Alberta. T he NDP arc
far to() capable of spend ing away
ourfuture now.

Alberta may necd opposi-
tion, but notT1H 15 opposition. I
do not believe you are doing
Peter Loughiecd a favor by
clecting Gordon Wright. Wright
is an unînspiring public speaker
who lacks the forcefulness to be
an effective voice in the
legislature. Julian Koziak has

been an effective M LA and as a
cabinet minister can be an
important ally of the university.

The legislature needs the
best people capable of construc-
tive input. Examine the
goverfiments record, the party
platforms and the credentials of
the candidates and then make
your choice.

Len lFhom
Arts Il

The wrong man
L-as t spring, a t th e

Progressive Conservative
nomination meeting for
Strathcona, Julian Koziak was
contested by Don MacKenzie, a
lawyer, former Students' Union
President and Rhodes Scholar.
MacKenzie lost narrowly to
Koziak who captured a large
block of ethnic support. The
nomination was contested by
MacKenzie on the grounds that
Strathcona had complex urban
problems, such as transportation
and housing, that needed to be
examined right away and that a
cômprehensive cornmu nîty
development plan be formulated
in the ncar future to ensure
Strathcort's development was in
harmony with the resident's
aims. Koziak campaigned on the
goverfiments record and the
team approach to solving Alber-
ta's problcms. 'ihe 1Lougheed

tcam may very wcll be lacý
after Alberta but the Strathý
riding has received very:
attention. We need b
representation than what Ku
has to offer us.

Many ranks and
members of the Conservi
party knew this and sought
Don MacKeni a enlu
member of' the comMuDit:
challenge Koziak. Why shi
voters of this riding be aske
vote for Koziak whefl
Conservative t hernse
acknowledge that lie has1
vcry little for the ridingand,
less for the University asal
1 suggcst that voters
Strathcona not vote fora(
servative that ottier CO
vatives don't have taith inl.

Scott l1hork
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Conservatives have
responsible record


