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WHERE SUMMER SUBURBAN COTTAGES WOU LD BE A GREAT BOON.
from the Top of Mount Royal May B, Seen the Greatest Congestion of City-dwellera' Houses in

Canada.

TheSuburban Summ'er Shift
<Gewtng .nA»Y Jrom the Crowded City, a Modemn Need

BY W. STEWART

WHEN sumrmer zphyrs flutter and die away
in arid city streets, backyards and lanes,
and the mercury climbs to ninety-odd
in the shade, the townsman's, fancy

obstinately turns to thoughts of open country,
sbady bush, and breezy lake. He has bad enough
of the dusty thoroughfare, enough of the super-
beated sbop, warebouse, office, factory, and dreams
of ambrosial evenings, shady walks, and refresbing
sleeps. He is tempted to desert his post. He
fancies weli-kept gardens, where the lily, rose and
violet blow ini season, and pictures cultivated fields
where the grain stands green or golden. The f rag-
rant meadows and the appie blossoms cail him, and
the restful empty spaces and smokeless skies make
forcible their summons. If not for himseîf, he
desires for wife and children, ease, renewed healtb,
and keener zest of life, to be bad under torrid
skies only b y dwelling in the country and not in
the town. *$ending bis household to cooler spots
may mnean separation from themn in the dog days
or basty week-end trips to join them, and the time
seems ail too brief to bear about baby's cutting a
new tootb, or Andy's running throuigb his sboes,
or Edith's equiprnent of new dresses. Week-end
tri.ps are too fleeting. More time is needed to lead
your little son's wobbly steps, teach baby to talk,
or train the 014cr children to play. To meni who
feel these sbortcomings of life there is a better
way than by helping summner resorts to make
noney. This way is the suburban home.

A solution of this kund is becoming ail the more
needful, for the way the cost of living rises makes
the outlook for pleasant holidays more dimn for the
citv man who iq rnt nnA nf finco -1-, - ---

persons best is a fast steam raiiway service. It
whirls 'them to their destination at the rate of
thirty miles or more an ho'ur, so that, a passenger
can travel fifteen muiles about as quickly as lie can
travel tbree miles by an electric car. A spécial
suburban service bas also to be put on tp handie
suburban travel.

O'COD speed in the forming of the summer resi-
- dence habit among townspeople depends upon

the sympathy and aid of the railway companies.
Railway men are business meni. To get them to
start a sufficient subudian passenger service they
must be convinced tbat it wili pay. Tbey must
also bave terminal roomn to handle the increased

tent, while the trees rustie in the breeze, ail these
mnake you lean back restfully and say to yourself:
"Life is really worth living after ail. Pass the
cream, please." It is such a change from.the bust-
ling, rattling, stifling city.

"Will it cut the cost of living?" This I hear
from the practical, hard-pressed man. Well, it may
if properly managed, but in places that I know it
is in vogue it does flot. But hie may rent his city
house furnished and corne out the gainer in that
fashion. Suburbs also, have to be in style as well as
towns, and prices have a bent to ascend wberever
one goes. One may have to cart food and even fuel
fromn town. But bere is the reward: healthy,
happy families, robust children, saved doctor's bills,
force gamned for making money.

FOR suburbs Montreai stands first, and almost,Fif not alone, arnong Canadian cities. With
these are not classed the shack-dwellers of hier out-
skirts. Pifty thousand, people, a tenth of bier popu-
lation, migrate like the waterfowl in warm weather,
clustering on the water's edge. Thus they live from
May tilI October. Ten or tweive thousand subur-
ban passengers are hauled 'by the raiiways every
day on cheap commutation tickets from six score
littie stations. There are athousand little summer
eolonies. The colonists pay in fares little more
than tbey do for street car fares in many cases the
rest of the year. The bulk of the monthly fares
ruin from two and a haif to five dollars. The
greater part of this shifting population lives from
five to fifteen miles from town. Some few live
sixty or seventy miles out and pay twenty dollars
:for fifty-five trips. These summner colonies are
Iseated along the St. Lawrence River, Lake of the
Two Mountains, and ýBack River, On the water
dozenis of regattas are run off every summer, and
boating, swimming, fisbing, are common recreations.
Ail sorts of houses are seen:, huts, cottages, bunga-
lows, pretentious summer residences. Some of the
larger and older of these estival stations have
attracted a considerable dependent population and
have grown into prosperous smnall towns.
* Whether f rom. habituai love of ease or a just
appreciation of Nature's handiwork, the founders of
these summer colonies have allowed much of their
natural beauty to stay. The houses are mostlyr
coated with sanitary whitewash or with white lead,
gleamn brilliantly in the sun, and look cool and cosy.
Their whiteness is set off by the refreshing green-
ness of the grass and trees. Many are sheltered
and protected by ancient taîl beeches, maples, elms.
Waving in the moist breezes of the St. Lawrence
Valley that blow from the upper lakes, down the
Ottawa or up from the gulf, these trees seem to
have a brighter,' fresher f oliage than trees that
wave anywbere elseexcept on the seashore. The
beauty of these little 'homes captivates their occu-
pants, and people long remember train rides past
these enchanting spots.

But the money lust is sending up rents and break-
ing up and driving these happy colonies farther
away from the heart of the city each year. Land


