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Laddie Abroad-Crossing the Channel
By Bonnycastie Dale

Twentcup beside the old GarrisonI hrhI; ý ent you a picture of it-
..Lt stand just above "God's Acre"

where many a lonely soldierhas been laid
to rest. Say! it'a a wonderful siglit toE
look from the far-spread canvas cityE
where so many Canadian boys are getting
ready for the enemy; acrosa the paradet
ground; past the white crosses that markf
wberethe boys have laid their ail for the8
Motherland; out across the blue glitteri
of the Channel, crowded to-day with bigi

p uffing freighters; the neutrals witht
ltterý many feet long painted widely
along their sides, great hospital ships with
a huge Red Cross gleaming in the sun,
old tume sailing vessels, subs, torpedo
boat destroyers-sending up a mighty
wave as they surge along, transports and
passenger vessels, swift motor boats
armed to fight the cowardly Hua, literally
hundreds of vessels of many nations
speoding peacefuily along as if war was
an unheard of thing. How is this done
with the German fleet within a few hours
rua1 and dozens of enemy subs huatmùg for
prey? First of ail say "British Navy!"
with its unwritten means of catching the
sneaking subs-did you read the old
trugwer Captain'sannswer to the reporter:
"Oh! we knows when we've got a bite,
maybe we dont pull the net for two or
three days, if wees too busy, but the
'fish' is there ail ready for we." I tel
you it must be a sight of wonder to soc a
couple of swooping aeroplanes above, and
a drive of swift destroyers on the surface,
and the big fish-like body-the sub-
gliding along beneath. We must have
nearly two hundredof them captured by
now-remember thi; is but a gues-the
world knows we had 128 in September,
1916.

1 I am on draft as I told you in my last,
Igesthis is my last akaswar

supposed to be C. B.-we are sleeping in
a shed, ail ready packed up for the word.

To-day is the regular day for the drafts
to leave here. Oh! it's pay day to-
inorrow, so l'Il land stony broke, as the
men on draft are not paid until they get
to France, we hear. we wiIl get fiftocn
francs when we arrive there. I would
rather hiave it now as, while the cooks
feed us well in camp, they have no idea
of a hungry boy's travelling appetite.
One of the boys who went across last
week wrotc: "Shoot the cook on sight,
too smail rations or too long trip." I
saw, one of the Indian boys we used to
shoot witb, you remember his black hair
-weli! it's pure white now.

J u't returned frorn a short route inarch
with the C. F. A. band. t does scem
odd to march to rflusic again as we used
to in good old Cobourg.

We had another dril with the gas
masks on-j ust to get used to breathing
in them; the boys in France go through
real gas to try thern out-some driji, eh!
1 know I passed some friends from Canada
last nigbt; the streets are so dark. that

o0"e j ust gets a glimpse of folks passing-
then it's too late to caîl out. It wil
seemi very odd to get iîto a lightcd city
againi.

1I w-Il stop for a wlile now s 1 have the
mil v available seat-it's the piano stool-
caiiieeiis u-Iosed-.iid here cornes the boys.

Luter.-The noisy lot have gone and
1 an restiess, waiting for the word. I
had to make out another short will for the
Record's Office, it is for the articles that
rnay be found on one in the fied-gives
You a sort of odd feeling. Please send
'ne a diary for 1917, they are also so bandy
as a îrotebook.

.Nly cbum, wbo went across lateiy
writes they had a nasty trip-well! as
tlue wind has been biom-ing bard for" two
Nveeks, and as this October night is bitter
roid; I guess I know someone cisc who

i î11 have a nasty 1tnp!
We have another drill in the morning-

witi the dog muzzies on-iuckiiy it xiii

"e old, theres no fun doubiing on a hot
d:îv- with these things on.

Luter, 7.30, p.m.-We have just got
\\urdýc that we cross tomorrow. We were
titi to the doctor at six for final inspection,
tl;iii we got our pavbooks, then out cameItîl1 kits and blankets and off to the
g'tt.lîewd for our last sleep in OId Engiand
4
u1 . -JlleiUre.

Friday, th e thirteenth-wouldn't that
jar you for a day and a date to start
across "the briny?"-luckily I have'stil
one Canadian chuni with me, ail the reat
are scattered-I will write again as soon
as possible.

(Author's note.-Now came a ion g
trying wait. How anxiously we watched
for the stageman across those bilowy
snow waves on the ice-bouad lake; the
i ce was too thick to break our way tbrough
it to the mile distant shore, and too weak
those eariy Decembor days to carry our

write. The cars and engines here are
large onos, somewhat similiar to the
Canadij ones; they look so big after the
English vans. The country here also
resembles Canada-we have just passed
through a large town. Some of the
men "found" a box of apples. I'm
afraid there will not be much cf the car-
load of fruit lef t, but they 'are like our
hardtack, (some of the boys are going to
send one of these as postcards, l'Il bot
they would travel tc, Timbuctoo without
Iosing a crumb). The apples have turned
out s'Our; so ail the people who happen
to be wil hin throwmng distance are getting
bombarded. Imagine hundreds of apples
shooting out from the sides of the slowly
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sieigh, and oanoe. At iast! we got across
-wbat a feverish hunt among the piles
of inail-yes, there's one from Laddie!)

On Train-France

Have been travelling ail night-left the
base about nine, after a five-mile waik
arrived above a big towvn three hundred
steps down to the sea level. It was a
flne sgbt iooking down over the city-
ail the iigbts bumning as in peace time.
W'e are nearly ail in b1ox cars-six of us

just managed to grab a second-class
carniage, supposed to hoid ten, su we are
comfortable. Twcnty-five francs each
before ieaving yesterday and we have
heaps of food about us now-our fast
express is a very long traitn and rnany of
the meni are walkiîig aiongside for exercise.
No, l'n not fooliixîg, 1I(-an sec theri as 1

rnovîng cars, the men on nearby trucks
surciy had to duck.

Great weather for uur trip to the uine-
last niglbt the inoon shone brightiy and
toü-day is a perfect one.

About our Channel trip- it was rough
but we enjoyed it. You sec these letters
are censore(I 11w s501I must write carefuliy
-I can say that we kept (Iark and so did
mnost otiier dim shapes tliat passed us,
only neutrals and hospital anid Beigian
relief ships.,are ighted to shîow thîeir names
or nationalities, but we were evidently ini a
navy guarded lane, as records show over
twenty thou.Snnd bot toms have passed
backwards and forwards across tiîis
stormy score of mil 'es, and not a soidier, a
gun, or a ship bas been iost convoviiîg,
thîre iîmillioni inen over or baek of tii'
freigbt and suppiy service onie bot toi liii

every thousand has suffered from mine or
weather-what a record-iome fishermen!1
these Jack Tars when the fishing is reaily
good for subs. l'Il bot if we were shut
up in Kiel Canal and Wilhemshaven,
we'd corne out and dlean up the whole
shooting match-what blooming water
cowards these Germans are!

I looked in vain for chnxns who came
across lately, ail gone to the front at Once
upon arrivaI. France seems so odd after
clean prim England. Dirty children,
garbed in frockis bothered us ail along our
five-mile walk tiiis morning, they wanted
pennies or sous, or whâtever you cail the
smali change here. The boys, about
six years old, seemed to eo their
cigarettes very much; none of th e people
look very healtlby, due to such thmngs I
suppose. We saw quite a few German
prisonors working at different things on
the way up. They stared atus asif we
were strange animais as we passed, not
very pleased looks either, they were al
big strong looking chaps..

NYo mail for us until we get right up
to the "uine." The French people are
worse than the British for soaking us por
Canadians-fifteen centimes for tlhe Daily:
Mail-a franc for a bar of chocolate!
The zepps cannot bother this countryside
at all, as everything was brilliantly
ighted last night when we passed along.
So "Ariel Picquet" and IlPhysical Jerks"
are now things of the ditnipsat, (perhaps
l'mi wrong, as some of our boys are back
in England within two weeks of landing
here).

Some ýhours Jater (if the censor reade
this he wil give me a good mark), We
are in cap in France. Just near enoughto hear the guns àt times. The camp in
slippery-mud everywhere--we are living
on "iron rations." Luckily I have been
able to buy a f ew good things along the
road . OZd how smaîl the world ia,
there is a chap mn this littie bunch that
r u and I took out in the launch on Ries
Lake last Dominion Day. - It'a tea tme
now-I'li try and post this somewhere.

Bukowins
Aithough geography is in the meltn

pot most of us have been learning a go
d&I of it since the war bgan, saysa
contributor to the London Tmes.. My
have had this year their firat introuction
to the Bukowina.

It is a duchy and crownland of Austra
sandwiched between the provincet of
Galicia and the northwestern frontier of
Roumania. Bukowina meanq the country
of the beech trocs, and.a gest portion of
it is foi-est clad, for it lies among the
southern spurs of the wooded Cratin.
Czernowitz, its capital, has about 90,000
inhabitants, and the population of the,
duchy is somne three-quarters of a million.
0f theme, about 40 pcr cent are Rutheniana,
and neurly another 40 per cent are Rou-
manians, and the balance is made up of
the usuai Baiko-Hungarian mixture-
Magyars, Germans, Poies, Jews, and
Gypsies. The Ruthenians and the Rou-
manians belong tu the Orthodox Church,
and therefore the great majority of the
iniiabitants hold with Roo.mania and
with Russia in the matter of religion.

The Roumanian peopies in the Buko-
wina and in Transylvania are not settiera
who have overflowed across the Rou-
manian frontier. They have their, roote
deep in history. Roumania, herseif is
a geographical anomaly, and it is very
curious to find a Latin people in Eastern
Europe surrounded on ail sides by Slava
and 11ungarians-for not only do Rou-
manians speak a Latin tongue closel>
resembling Italian, but ini SPiteOof >à
admixture with Slavs Turks, and Con-
stantinople Greoks, tiiey retain to thia
day strong signs of their Italian blood.

Roumania Ls the modern descendant of
Traj*an's Roman colony iii Dacia, and the
explanation of the Rouinnians ini the
Bukowina and Tranisylvaiiia lies in the
fact that Traan's province included
both these districts, andi watt mucli larger
in extnt. than the nioulrii kingdom of
Roumania. When Catherine Il. 'was at
wnar witlî Tîrkey fe t i Ri.tiiînsoccupied
the, Bijkowiîia in 1 769, buit they restored
it to the Turks wvheu, Ixave wt mrade in
177-1. Austria liad been njuüh îerturbed
jVý thisocuai, and nmdle great show
of lier auxiety for its restitution tu Turkey.
Buit thiis friendliîwss vas h1yno nieanu
uisiter<s-ýted, for she prou p)tiy' se t up an
iuitriiglie ti secuire it for herself, and ini
1777 t1je Porte 'eded it to ber. Sirtce
thuil il fa: ruinaitied ini Austrian handâs.
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