2

passed in their service a long life of anxiety and
labour. But while, in the moment of irritation,
they are thus disposed to impugn the conduct
of their military servants, they are mo less
ready, on more deliberate inquiry, and a fuller
understanding of the facts, to grant them a can-
did and generous acquittal. These observations
are peculiarly applicable to the case of the late
Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, whe,
after having devoted to his country thirty-five
of the best years of his life; after having dis-
tinguished himself in many gallant actions; and
after having preserved to the crown of Great
Britain some of its most valuable foreign pos-
sessions, was called upon, at the close of his
honourable career, to answer charges which vi-
tally affected his reputation, and which he was
prevented by death from fully and clearly re-
futing. :

Painful as it was to the friends of Sir George
Prevost to allow a single stain to rest upon the
memory of so brave and distinguished a sol-
dier, more especially when they possessed the
means of removing every doubt as to his con-
duct, they yet considered an appeal to the can-
dour and justice of his country as unnecessary.
The violent prejudices which at one period ex-
isted against the late Commander of the Forces
in the Canadas were gradually wearing away;
his memory had been honored by a just tribute



