CANADIAN BIOGRAPHY.

Colquhoun, William, Cornwall, was
born on December 23rd, 1814, at Charlotte-
burgh, within four miles of Cornwall, Ont.
He is a son of Robert Colquhoun, and a
grandson of Walter Colquhoun, proprie-
tor of Calico Print Works, on the banks
of Kelvin river, Gilmour Hill, Glasgow.
Robert, his father came to New York city
. in 1801, where he entered mercantile life.
In 1803 he left New York, and came to
Canada, settling in Cornwall, where he com-
menced business as a general merchant. A
few years afterward he moved to the Indian
reservation on the front of Charlotteburg,
in the County of Glengarry, where he car-
ried on a mercantile business and extensive
farming operations. He also acted in the
‘capacity of Indian agent. He continued to
reside here until his death, which occurred
in 1828. Robert Colquhoun married Eliza-
beth, a daughter of John McNairn, a native
of Galloway, Scotland, who moved to Pénn-
sylvania, on the banks of the Susquehana.
After the revolutionary war, in which he
served as sergeant in the British forces, Mr.
McNairn was obliged to leave his property,
and like many other loyalists came to Can-
ada, settling near Cornwall. Here the
mother of our subject first saw the light, and
she is said to have been the first female
white child born in the settlement. She
died in 1873, in her eighty-ninth year. The
issue of this marriage was four sons and two
daughters, William being the third son.
He received his early education at the Corn-
wall Grammar school, conducted by the
Rev. Mr. Leith, under whom he received
both an English and classical education.
When he was thirteen, he left home for
Montreal, and entered mercantile pursuits.
He afterwards commenced business for him-
self at Dickinson's Landing, Ontario ; and
in 1841 he was appointed the first post-
| master of that place —the post offices being
then under Imperial control—and this posi-
tion he retained until 1863, when he re-
| tired, having served a period of twenty-two

years. His general mercantile business he

continued until 1876, when he removed to

Cornwall. When the Ontario Municipal

Act became law, Mr. Colquhoun became

the first treasurer of the township of Osna-

bruck, which position he held until elect-
ed to the council in 1852. He was elected
warden of the united counties of Stor-
mont, Dundas and Glengarry, in 1855, hav-
: ing previously served as reavg_for his own
§ township. In 1863 he was a candidate
b for the parliament of Canada, but in conse-

. quence of the too brief space of time for
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canvass, he was unsuccessful. In 1867 Mr.
Colquhoun was returned for the County of
Stormont, for the first legislature of Ontario,
as a supporter of the Sandfield Macdonald
administration. In 1871 he was elected

- again for this constituency over the late

James Bethune, Q.C. His wajority how-
ever, was narrow, and in consequence was
contested, this being the first protest under
the controverted election act. A compro-
mise was finally agreed upon, each party
paying his own costs, and a new election
wasg ordered. This took place in 1872, when
Mr. Bethune was returned by a majority of -
thirty-four. Mr. Colguhoun tried conclu-
sions with Mr. Bethune again in 1875, as no
other person could be found to do so; but
he was again unsuccessful. In 1878 Mr.
Colquhoun was elected president of the Con-
servative Association of the Electoral Div-
ision of Cornwall, which position he held
for some time. After coming to Cornwall,
Mr. Colquhoun took an interest in munici-
pal politics, and in 1879 was elected to the
council. He filled the mayor’s -chair in
1881, 1882 and 1883, each year being re-
turned by acclamation. Mr. Colquhoun has
erected some of the finest buildings in
Cornwall, both commercial and otherwise ;
and he 13 unquestionably one of its most
enterprising spirits in the community, He
has visited Great Britain and the continent,
and, of course, the greater portion of our
own country and the United States. He
married inr 1852, Hester, daughter of Mar-
tin Bailey, of Massachusetts, U.8., whose
mother came of U. E. loyalist stock.
There is a family of nine children, four of -
whom are living, one son and three daugh-
ters. Mr Colquhoun was appointed J.P. .
over a quarter of a century ago. - In his
case the office was anything but a sinecure,

. the American border being sonear, and fur-

nishing important and at the same time
difficuls cases for adjudication. '
Gilmour, Allan, Sr., City of Ottawa,
was born on the 23rd of August, 1816, in
the parish of Shotts, Lanarkshire, Scotland.
‘His father was a farmer, and the family con-
sisted of five children, Allan being-an only
son. Of the sisters one is dead, and the
others still live near the place where . they
were born.  The father died at the ripe age
of ninety-three, and the mother in her sixty-

fifth year. Allan received acommon country. -

school education, taking one year at Giasgow,
‘with. which to conclude his course. Allan
Gilmour had an uncle named Allan Gilmour,
after whom’ our subject was named, and it
is meet that we should have something to




