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cause, the revoit of the farmers against the national

policy of high protection. The astounding resuit of the

local election in Hamilton reminds us, however, that

another influence is at work which may also aid snaterially

in bringing about such a change. There is, so f ar as we

have been able to discover, but one way in which the

conversion of a minority of eigbty into a majority of seven

bundred for the Liberal candidate in Hamilton can bu

accounted for. The change nust have been wrought by

the votes of the unemployed, and thers who are feeling

the pressure of hard times. Ail experience shows that

no force is more potent to effect the overthrow of Govern-

mente in democratic communities than a period of depres-

sion. That the present is such a period in Canada is so

clear f rom various indications that it bas beeii a wonder

to many that Sir John Macdonald and other members of

the Cabinet skould have seemed to deny or ignore the fact,

when dilating upon the prosperity of the country. To

bundreds out of empioyment, or but partially employed,

such assurances must have sounded almobt like cruel irony.

One of the first remedies which suggests itself, to iabouring

men of ail classes as well as to farmurs, when they begin

to sufer front the eifects of Ilbard timus," is a change of

Government. The faith of the many in the power of

Governmuents to bring prosperity or adversity is remark-

able. To this, as is weil known, was mainly due the over-

throw of the Mackenzie administration, and the trium-

phant return of Sir John Macdonald and bis party to

power in 1878. It would not be whoily surprising if a

similar cause should lead to thuir overthrow, and the

return of their opponents to power in 189 1. But we shahl

he able to apeak with more confidence in oui next issue.

T H'r' was a very suggestive article in which our Mon-

H;:.ai correspondent, IlAlchemist," two weeks ago, gave

some account of the first meeting of an association of rep-

resentative young French and Engliab professionai and

business men, formed for the frank discussion of the rela-

tions of the two peoples, in the province of Quebec and in

tbe Dominion, The discussion, thougb most friendly,

sbowud apparently about as many different opinions on the

questions taken up sas there were individuals present. This

will, we daru say, be a surprise to many who are accustomed

to tbink of our French conipatriots as being ail of one mind

in regard to those difficulties whicb have, or are supposed

to have, their origin in difeérences of race and religion. If

tbe French members of thu club wbose opinions are

reported may be accepted as fairly rupresentiflg at least the

more intelligent of their ellowcountry men-and wu ses nc

reason to doubt that they may be so accepted-it is uvident

that the popular English and Protestant conception of the

French as moving in solid phalanx, undur the intel-

lectuai as well as the religions guidance of their clergy, is

very wide o! the truth. Onu, it appeared, looked for ward to

the establishmnft of a French-speaking and Roman Catholie

nation on the banks of the St. Lawrence, another had no

sncb anticipation ; one was an Ultramontanu Conservative,

another an extreme Radical, a third a moderate Liberal ; one

was in favour of making religion, i. e., Roman Catholicism,

the chie! factor in the public scbools, anothur desired their

coroplete secularization, and so forth. In short the wbole

tone o! the discussion confirmud the truth of the assertion

ruade by one o! the French members tbat they representud

a greater divergence of opinion on almost every subject

than any which existed betwuen thuin and the Engiish.

Canadians present. And tbere cati bu no doubt that this

tendency o! our French fellow-citizens to think for them.

selves is incruasing witb the spread of education and intel

ligence, An insidental confirmation o! this view may, wE

think, bu found in the fact that the prelates of the Roman

Catbolic Church in the Frencb Province are becoming morE

and more chary in the utterance of opinions or mandatei

on political and othur topics, not coming strictly within th(

ucclesiastical domain. Even the 9'solid French vote" ir

the flouse of Commons is no longer at the disposai o!on(

party or the other. The formation of such an associatior

as that described by Il Alchemist " is an excellent idea. It

influence will be along the right lines, the only uines, ii

fact, in which the two races can live permanently an(

harmoniousiy together as members of one commonwealth-

the lines o! btter acquaintance, growing intelligence an(

good !ellowship. No influence is more potent in removirj

yiunderstandings and toning down prejudices than fre

intercourse and friendly discussion. We hear a great dea

about loyalty in thusu days, but there are no hetter Cano

chan loyalists than those who are doing what they cant

promote harmofly where possible, and genuine toleratia
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when barmony is impossible, between the French and

Englisb-speaking citizene o! the Dominion ; no worse fous

o! the Confederation than those who play upon racial and

religious passions, for partisan or other purposes.

A N important contribution to the enquiries now being

made botb offlcialiy and unofflcially into the question

o! game and fish preservation coine to us in the shape of

a sinail pamphlet by Mr. Edward Harris, o! Toronto. The

titie of this pamphlet, Il Game of Any Value to the

Fariner 1 " suggets the course of its argument. Mr. Har-

ris sets forth in a striking manner how greatly an abnnd-

ance of fish and gaine adds both to the attractivenees and

to tbe economic wualth o! a country, and the irreparable

lose which is being inflicted upon this Province by the

rapid extermination o! both. Hie shows that the legisia-

tion hitherto enacted with a view to their pres'ervation,

consisting mainly o! attempts to establisb close suasons,

and to unmit or probibit the export and even the sale o!

gaine, whilu it may do something to check the uxterminat-

ing proces, is quitu inadequate to stay it. Much more

doe it fail to reastock the foreats, marshes and struams.

The remedy which Mr. Harris would suggest is, in a word,

legisiation to encourage gamu preservation as a business.

The resuits wbich bu claime would foilow are indicated in

the folio wing uxtract:-

If the farmmrs were uncouragud by protectivu legiela.

tion to preserve and protect, not only would the cltivatud

farme soon abound in game, but tbe wilder parts would

become stockud, and o! greater value ; our food supply

would bu increased, the local demand supplied, and an

export tradu ustablisbud. The new enterprise would

receive encouragement from many influential quarturs;

capital wouid bu investud in or advanced to aid n stock-

ing properties ; county clubs, leagues and associations

would bu formud; young birds would bu protectud and

artificially bred ; trees, valuable for wind-breaks and

shadus, would bu planted for covr ; vermn-more dus-

tructive tban man to game-would bu destroyed, and an

overflow soon created tending to stock the surroundinge,

and an immense uxtent o! conntry wouid bu educated into

the mysteries, business and profit o! gaine preservation.

Mr. Harris quotes also somu inturusting facte and eta-

tistics showing that in many parts o! the United King-

dom the reduced value o! !arm lande bas o! late y6are

caused game-producing to bu devuloped to the very highest

extent, witb the resuit of increasing froin two to five fold

the runting value o! fanms, or estates, in varions localities.

fWith the principle that underlies Mr. ilarris' argument

Bwe have, in a pruvious nuxabur, exprussed our agreement.

Any legilation, and any expenditure o! public money for

the preservation o! gaine and fish, should have in view the

tbunefit o! the many rather than the pleasure o! the few.

The ruproach which it is sometimes sought to attach to

Il pot.hunting," as if At were les legitimatu to kilI birds or

s ish for profit than for sport, muet bu takun away before

0the people will heartily sanction and second any protective

clegilation that may bu passed. In regard to the feasi-

0 bility of the methode proposed by Mr. Harris, it would be

3,presumptions in us to express an opinion without fuller

e knowledge o! the whole subjeet. The idea o! unlisting the

farinera and country people generally in enforcing protec.

rtivu muasures, by making it diructly to their advantage to

edo so, is certainly practical, and, for aught we can see,

,npracticable. The main difficulty that suggests it8el! to uE

ýdbas relation to tbe size o! the farina which would bu neces.
,tsary. In some, at leaet, of the instances o! marked suc.

1-cees in England and Scotland referred to by Mr. Harris

the farme or estates contained froin 2,500 to 11,000 acres

Evidently the attempt to etablisb a pruservu on a farinco

200 or even 500 acres would bu a failure, if not ar.

re absnrdity. But popular sentiment in Canada is decidedi:

n avere-and healthfully so, we think-to the acquisitior

'e o! large landed estates o! any kind, either by individuali

esor by corporations. Possibly the objections might osg
e much o! their force in the case o! waste lande, or landi

in nearly uselusa for agricultural purposes, o! whicb there are
e o! course, large tracts in many parts o! tbe Province

)n especially if, as suggested, the farmers and country peopli

t' thuinselves shonld unite in the purchase, protection an(

in use o! sncb tracts as gaine preserves. Mr. Harris' viev
idare eminently worthy o! consideration, and we are glad t,

S sue that it is proposed to give bis pamphlet a very wid
id circulation. ____

T HE British Govermnient is vidently making good useo! the opportunity brought wthin its reachbhy the

schisin in the camp o! the Irish Home Rulers and the con-

sequent temporary paralysie o! the Opposition. Varions

mîasures, sncb as the Tithes Bill, wbicb tbey could hardly

fierce and prolonged struggle, bave beun pushed f orwV~

with marvellous facility. No doubt the announcientO

their intention to appoint a Royal Commission ta

into labour questions is a bold and clevur stroke of POlol*

It is clear that the great successes of the Gladstonian Candi.

dates in the Eccles and Hartiepool elections were due quit

as mucb to their attitude in regard to labour questions &0

to their support of the Home Rale policY. It 15

pretty wull understood tbat the Radical leaders have Wn

contemplating and probably preparing for furthur advBlll

in the samne direction, sucb as would tend to increase vel

materially their popnlarity witb the laboimring lS

The Government bave evidently stoien a marchuotel

opponents and capturud a considerable portion of t'O"r

thunder. It is by no means likely, bowever, that the!

will be permitted to reap the fruits of their neW

witbout a struggle. The movements of Royal Cr3~

sions, in sucb investigations, are almost invariablY 8101,

and the resuits, in the shape of practical . ent of

refori, uncertain. It is possible that the tuient 01

sncb a commission may be regarded with rDore

suspicion by those most deeply interested. Tbey MaIy,

fact, see in it but a device to gain time, and tP .

troublesome discussions until after the co inn elec1

Sbould, thereforu, the Liberal leaders see t eir 01 c~

to adopt a popular programme of reforni in labOur 1e1

lation, they may still be able to bold the a vantag

have already gained by their friendly attitude. ,r

tat uadbsletnns r pnigteprconteet of tbis kind. It is in the highest degrestn iei snttemnt eesl ugnulkî

suspension o! bostilities in the supineness of eP'

is far more probable tbat, recognizing that the sie

agitation is, for the present, pushed bopelesslY agi tPo

are busy in revising their policy preparatory Lt A

departure and a vigorous campaign. If, h 0

true, as reported by cable, that Mr. 0 ladetone b i
been investing £12,000, or some other large Sun,

purchasu of a Liverpool advowson for bis Son, the f~

bardly feul to give a shock to tbe members O! the

tion Society, if it doua not seriously impair bis P I

witb the wbole body of bis Nonconfommist fOîîoowe~

was not, perbapa, to be supposed that so staunch 44 Cpi

1man should see anytbing wrong in purchasiflgB 0'8s

believe, already done the saine thing for one Or 0 0

sons. But sucb an investinent at this patiulr

rwhen the disestablishmunt agitation is bein l0.

3pushed, and wben be himsel! i8 committed te th"eblk

i n tbe case o! Wales and Scotland, seema se lutn Sm

vota of confidence in the stability and purpetul ty O1o

r establishment in England that it muet at l(ast

towards convincing the advocatee o! religious ebV'0f

athat the great and final step in the severance of .

- and statu muet be taken under saine other leader.

"HERE are no more mots in the sunbeal' to~'T the rest o! the rooin," says the oîd tverb

what uxtent is the explanation it suggesto Vîlîlo

explaia the alleged increase o! gambling and Othe'

mn the upper circles o! society in Great BritBln

wbich so much outcry bas o! late been made, pairtic

since theuI"Baccarat " scandal of a fuw weeks ag0

and similar diegracef nI incidente have caused 00 e

most influential English journals to take a vurY disb

ing view o! the state o! morality, especiallY h

8f rata o! British society, and to convey the 1Pl

that the Englisb race is, indeed, on t eIld n-r l

Spectator takes a somewbat reassuring view 0'Oj

While not denying that gambling and 0tber

deplorably prevaient in circles in wbich we 0119.t b
btter thing, tbe Spectator gos on to say tht 'h

the most difficult thing in the world to conP' pr

lence o! any kind o! evil or crime in sncb a9co

ours, with the pruvalence o! the saine evil or cri

comparatively undeveioped puriod, if only bec

hear so much more o! it in days o! cbeap :newopord

cheap telegrains than we could possibiy bave be",

when nuwspapurs were !ew and telegrams had I

been Ilconceived." The Spectator proceudst e to

facte and incidents which have come down tOosf

days o! George Il. o! wbich date, TbackeraY tel

"Four Georges," that Il when we try to reca 1t

land, wu mut fancy it plaing at carde frgyj

every day." IlEven the Nonconformiet 0 er$Y

Illooked not pnkindly on the practice." 6 A

i!m , MR
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bave hoped, under former conditions, to pasa wmthO~'~'


