CHRONICEE. ° . . 3

e ———

S REMITTANCES | __
g
ENGLAND,; JRELAND, SCOTLAND & WALES

SIGHT DRAFTS from One Pound upwaids, negotiable at
any Town in" the United Kixagdom, are granted on' - :
on,

Tally, allowed  to?-issue. their - ¢ blasphezmous - Jibels |
|agaiast the Christian religion™. with. ingunity 2 . -

. The Judge "before 'whom the ‘2ase was tried laid
down. the law upon this subject, as he interpreted it ;
though we do.not pretend to say that that interpreta-
tion is’universally accepted-by our.Courts of Layw:

" The Union Bank of London, . . . . . ... “Loondon.
The Bank of Ireland, . o v v v oo v e v Dublin.

" The National Bank of Scotland, .. . ... Edinburgh.”
S By o T HENRY CHAPMAN & Co.,'

S . St. Sacrament Sireet.
Moritreal, -December 14, 1854, . G L

~JRE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE,
" PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY AFTERNOON,
At the Office, No. 4, Place &’ Avrmes.
o TERMS: S
-To Town Subscribers. . . . . $3 perannwm.
~Te Country . do. ;.. . ... . .$21 do.
.- - Pagable Half-Yearly tn Advance. .

THE TRUE WITNESS
AND :
CA'THOLIC CHRONICLE.
MONTREAL, FRIDAY, NOV. 23, 855,

, NEWS OF THE WEEK,

The war panic is fast abating, and judging [rom
the tone of the American:press, it would seem that,
tbough John Bull and cousin -Jopathan may growl at
ope another across the Atlantic; they are not such
fools as to fall a fighting. Explanations have passed
betwixt the respective Cabinets, and no doubt the
diplomatists will set matters to rights, and prevent a
war even it they can not abate the bitter, and we
suppose ineradicable feeling of hostility that Yankees
estertain towards Britain, and British subjects.

From the Crimea, we have no further pews. In
Loadon, the dearness of provisions has caused much
dissalisfaction amongst the poor and laboring classes.
Large meetings have been held, and violent speeches
bave been followed up by still more violent deeds. 1t
is in vain to altempt to ignore the fact, that a spirit
of discontent wiih the esisting sfate of things is rife
amongst the musses, and thet a serious outbreak is
amongst the possibilities for which the Government
should be prepared. An empty stomach makes a
dangerous subject ; and with wheat at 12s the bushel,
we fear that there are many empty stomachs in Tag-
#gnd at the present moment. ,

THE INQUISITION IN CANADA.

Yes—henceforth the ¢ Holy Tribunal® must be
faiily reckoned amongst our Canadian institutions ;
. aud Canada must be content to share the reproach—
such as .it is—of visiting offences purely spiritual
with temporal punishments, with Rome, Spaiz, and
ke Tuscan Dominions. Tor tve too have our Inqui-
sition; the only difference between ours, and that’
of the ‘above named countries, being that, whilst
theirs is a spiritual Court, 'presided over by ecclesi-

1 He said =

“{in the mouth of a Catholic judge, administering and

- imatters of religion, {2 preach and publish what ke
“ will,

igerousto the fundamental doctrines of religion on

LA

" i No man had o' right to publish and dircilate such senli-
‘ents as those the defendant seemed to entertain,calculated
s they vwere to undérmine the re]i'iiou_gnd liberties of the
subject. - A"man- bas o right to hold what . opinions he
cliooses ; but he is not at liberty to print them, if they.are of
n pernicious character. :- . . The principles of the d¢-
fendant were so opposite to those which. Obristiang usually
belicved in, that the propagation of them by the pross would
be dangerous- to those fundameontal doctrines of religion,
‘on which their whole judicial system is based.”

Such language would be intelligible and consistent

espounding {he laws .of a Catholi¢ country. But in
Canada, which has no »eligious character, which main-
tains that it is desirable to do away with—* even the
semblance of any connection” betwixt ke State and
religion—it is manifestly absurd. T'he very essence
of Protestantism—(in its theory at least)—is that
every man -is not only at liberty to believe, but in

It is upon this principle only, that the.emiss-
aries of the various Protestant proselytising societies
can defend their attempts to ¢ undermine the religion”
of a Catholic people in Liower Canada; only upon
this principle that an excuse cao be set up for the
¢ Soupers® of Ireland, or the agents of the Bible So-
ciety on the Continent of Europe. But if no one
has a right to * undermine the religion” of the snb-
ject—if Mr. Rudoph is justly punished in Upper Ca-
nada for printing, publishing, and propagating * prin-
ciples opposite to those which the majority of profes-
sing Christians in the Upper Province usually be-
lieve in,”—then most just was the imprisonment of
these interesling martyrs the Madijais—umnost .salutary
everywhere the action of the Popish Inquisition.

TFor what is the Inquisition? Itis a tribunal espe-
cially appointed to inquire into all charges of
“ blasphemous Iibels against the Christian religion ;”
as, in Catholic countries, and according to Catholic
principles, such offences arz justly punishable by the
.civil magistrate—to whom, after conviction, the In-
quisition hands over the ¢ blasphemous libeler,” or
him who has been convieted of publishing and pro-
mulgating pernicious doetrines ¢ calculated to under-
mine the religion and liberties of the subject, or dan-

which their whole judicial system is based.” This Court
or Tribunal is moreover composed, not as in the Pro-
testant Inquisition of Upper Canada, of laymen—
but of ecclesiastics and theologians; who bave made
the study of the doctrines of Christianity the special
business of their lives ; and who though individually
fallible, yet as being in connection with, ‘and-in alt
their proceedings, eontrolled by, the infallible- deci-
sions of the Catholic Church, are competent to pro-
nounce, with unerring certainty, what does, and

astics and, theologians—with us, a purely.lay or ciril
tribunal hears.the cause, pronoupces seatence, and
awards punishment. . ¥ To be a well favored man is
the-gift of fortune,” says Dogberry ;- but the know-
ledge. of theology of course  comes by nature.”
‘A.M. Rudolph, editor of a journal published in
Upper Canada, in the German language, and of ul-
tra-Protestant .or denying principles, bas been Pro-
testing a little too, far for the majority of his co-re-
Egionists. --He had got himself involved, it would
appear, in a discussion with a Catholic priest in the
County of Waterloo; in the’course of which, he
mot oaly blasphemously assailed the ¢ Christian truth”
of Transubstantiation, or.the real presénce of Christ
tn the Eucharist—for this would bave been a bighly
laudable act—Dbut he Protested against and coarsely
-reviled—in the style of 2 Cummings, an Achitli or a
Kirwan when.denouncing the great truths of. Catho-
licity—some other doctrines or truthis of the Chris-
tian religion... For this latter offence—rwwhilst a Cum-
wings or a Gavazzi, a Nick Kirwan or Leahy, may
s blasphemously libel”’- the Church of Christ as long
a3-they please—M. Rudolph was jindicted, put on
his trial, convicted, and fined. This too in a country,
be it remembered, in whose Statute Book it is de-
clared to be desirable to do away with all semblance
even-of connection betwixt Church’ and-State—re-.
ligion and politics—things spiritual and things secu-
Kar.” Even in the annals of Protestantisin it would,
‘bé difficult to find an instance of ‘more .monstrous
jacopsistency. o o
The accused—-as we read. in the journals of the
Upper, Province— was. tried at the Berlin assizes
aud {ound guilty of having published -and. circulated
a blasphemous libel.on the:Christian religion.” At
this. announcement  we naturally ‘ask—Who were
they who-satiin’ judgment in this cause? what means
had they of knowing, with infallible certainty, what
gs the:Christian - religion; :and ‘the * truzths™ therein,
revealed? wherein was 'theiricollective. judgment
upon these matters ‘to be ‘preferred o' the  private
 judgment”! of, M. Rudolph.2— Vit for giving expres-:
+ sion to, which' “ private judgment”.he., was arraigned;
‘before them. . :And ‘if. they had. no detter means than
had: M., Rudolph for ‘arrivingial'the certain know-’
Jedge of revealed’ truth; how-—we ask—in the name:
ofiall that is absurd, of‘all that is incorisistent, of all
that is: Protestant, could they presime’ t6. find him"
« guilty of blaspheming religiousitruth?” . "~ .
¥ A blasphemous libel” on the % Christian religion?
implies, of course a denial.of its truths; and it.mat-
ters not-which of- these . trutl3 itiis,; that is libeled ‘or:
denied ; whether it be this oune, or another;’ ér even’
all of them, .. The offence  before.God; -is- still the
sare ;.and if,. in.;one;.case, ~cognisable by a: tribunal:
‘upon.earth, so also. in évery other.: Why then; if My
* Rudolph is tried andegnvicied forhis libels, dre'the”
French Canadian: Missionary ‘Society, the ‘Globe, the;

and ¥

what does; nof; -constitute ; a: % blasphemous . libel”
upon revealed: truth, Bt it'is évident, that a. tri-
bunal which has not, which does not even pretend to |
bave, any certainty as to what constitutes “ truth?®
in the religious or supernitural’ order, can not ho-
vestly arrogate to itself the right to'sit in’ judgment
upon the religious opinians of Gthers, ar to " deter-
mine what is contrary to, or a libel upon,.the super-
natural truth which it bas no
with isfallible certainty. RERREN

We are not finding fault with the conviction ~of
M. Rudolph., Ono the contrary; we admit that if
guilty of the crime imputed to him, he justly deserv-
ed to be chastised by the secular arm." But- we 'do
find fault with the partiality with which our.laws are
administered ; with that spirit which punishes a Ru-
dolph, whilst, with fiendish yells, it hails the ribald
blasphemies of a (Gavazzi, an Achilli, a Nick Kir-
wan, an impure wretch like Leahy, and:the rest of
the honorable confraternity of evangelical converts
from Popery. But we do wonder at’the absurdity
of alay tribunal sitting in judgment upon a. purely’
‘spiritual question ; but -we do wonder at such a'trial
in. a country whose Legislature declares it. desirable
to place an eternal and impassable gulf :betwixt - the
spiritual and .the temporal ;- but we do wonder at a
tria} for blaspheming religious truth amongst a peo-
ple who encourage, by -every’ means in their power,
such * blasphemous libels,” and reward’ the libelers ;
but we do wonder at a_verdict of © Guilty” against.

doubt, have acquitied - the ,Madiais, and.givena pub-
lic: ovation- to Gayazzi.- ,Or rather we should. not
wonder at allj -for what is.there wonderful in the in-
consistencies, the dishonesty, the untruthfulness, the
tyranny,and-absurdities of ‘Protestantism?- i

" Ratber should ‘e rejojce, that, by theit own con-
duct, Protestants are compelled to admit the falsity
of, and'their own consciousnéss'of the utter falsity
of, - theif fundamental principle—the ¢ tight of 'pri-'
vale judgment,” and .the consequent.right.of every
man to preack. as.religious truth the-findings of, that
“ private judgment’ —-and - to.attempt to:convert;

fundamenial doctrine of - Pratestants wlen their ob=
ject is:to, send’ their’ proselytising - agents “amongst |
a" Catliglic’’ comiupity’;’ to scatter . their ““pernic’
cious”. doctrines amongst Catholics; to. blaspheme
ridicule. .all, that- the .latter . hold ~ sacred,
and to-circulate..principles. caleulated, to: under-.
mine the Catholic: religion.”. . Insuch a; gase. indeed,
there is no, limit.:to. ¢ Frebdom. of Speech:” —.
“Whether right or wrong in his opinions,: the preacher:
‘or:lecturer  should . be--allowed—so Protestants 1iwill
tell' us—full and “eptire ' liberty of "distussion:;’ afid.

ithe’only' weapons lawful. 16 employ addinst ‘ihim|
[P RTE U Fage R L AR~ IS P

;factg* ani logic. " Now however . iwe jare ‘tall* by ‘the
' Transcrips that «Freedot 5§ ;Speech,”’ ‘the” right’

| likess- but theti

means of ascertaining |-

M. Rudolph, from a jury which would, we have no .

others to his: peculiar: religious views.: This: i’ the|

T
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“in.fancied.obedience. to an

' A et ) - . e g e
«11'divine: command,’ ¢ lié set to burning down his neigh-:

bor’s ' liouse,: destroying his belief, or. breaking up:

his-1worship, be becomes guilty of a ‘misdemearor;-
requiring and deserving the correction’ of 'the law.”:
Now the Transcript is tight ; bat why; we ask, if
he hold suck opinions, does he not.recommend  their
‘practical. application to . the Jrench Canadian Mis-
sionary ‘Society,and the other agencies for. *.destroy-:
ing the belief and breaking up-the ' worship” of" the
‘French Casadians? Hetells us too that, ‘though 'a-
iman may entertain infidel opinions, e’ must not' be-
allowed to ¢ inculcate them ai the expense of the
religious belief” of those among whom he  dwells.—
Here again we would beg of our cotemporary te ap-
ply his principles consistently. ~ As thus—

That, in the Holy - Sacrifice of the Blass, the
consecrated Host is really and substantially the body
and blood, together with the soul and divinity, of Our
Lord Jesus Christ—* ac proinde totum Chaistum.”
—Conc. Trid. Sess. 13, can. I.—is justas certain
as, that Chist is God, or that the Holy Ghost is. a
Divine Person ;—for it is supported by precisely the
same evidence and authority. To deny therefore
any one of these Christian truths, is just as much an-
act of infidelity and blasphemy, as to deny them
all. How then should they be dealt with, who,
not believing in the Christian truth of Transubstan-
tiation themselves—that is, who holding on this all-
important question ¢ infide} opinions”—endeavor to
inculcate them at the expence of the religious belief
of the French Canadiabs amongst whom they dwell?
Why should M. Rudolph, in'short, be handed . overy
to the tender mercies of the Protestant: Inquisition,
whilst the far viler ageats of the F'.'C."M. Socjety-
are allowed to stalk through the land, disgusting the
simple people with their « blasphemous libelssagainst
the truths of religion 7’ 1If we are to have an In-
quisition at all, let us at least know upon what prin-
ciples it intends to act. :

Tt would be well thevefore, now that the MHoly
Tribunal is in active operation, if it would put {orth,
or cause to be put forth, with awthority,a list of
those ¢ Christian truths which it is lawful to libel, and
of those also against which not a word must be ut-
tered under pain of fine and imprisonment. Such a
work would be useful Lere, in Lower Canada, where
it is quite uncertain to what extent it is lawful to
publish * blasphemous libels” against the Christian
religion ; and where, in consequence, such blasphe-
mies are daily published, and diligemly circulated, to
the great detriment of morality and religion, and te
the dishonor -of God’s Holy Name. We should
like to kaow, for instance—if the truth of the Tri-
‘nity may be assailed with the same coarse ribaldry as
is the equally important, and equally certain ¢ truth?
of the * Real Presence” or ¢ Transubstantiation ?*
—whether the doctrine of the Vicarious Atonement
of Christ is as legitimate a subject for profane jest-
ing as is the doctrine of the Intercession of the
Saints, reigning in .beaven with Christ 2—whether;.
if it be Jawful to deride Christ’s Mother, and to make
‘obscene retharks upon her © Immaculate Conception,”:
it ‘be equally lawful to crack nasty jokes upon her
Son 2—whether, 'in short, a monopoly of  blas-
phemy” is to be secured to the evangelical world 72—
or whether the truths of Catholicity are entitled to
‘be treated with -as-much deference as the opiniens of
‘the sects? We pause for a reply. - ,

ASE OF PROTESTANTISM IN
THE UNITED STATES. - .
By this we do not mean that Catholicity is on.the
increase ; or that Protestantism in the strict and lo-
gical sense of the word—that is, the “ Denial of Ca-
tholicity”’—is decreasing; but merely that, as a re-
ligious system, as a phase or modificatio of Chris-
tianity, Protestantism is fast dying out“amongst our
-neighbors-on the other side 'of "thie lines, and becom-
ing more truly and consistently Protestant or nega-
‘tive in its characler. This change we do - not look
‘upon as * entirely, satisfactory ;” nor has the Catho-
lic any. cause’ for. congratulation, .or_triumpliZin the
fact that infidelity is rapidly supplanting the emascu-
Jated system of religion Ditherto, professed by, the
-sects: - ven- Methodism with. all its extravagancies
‘is better thao -the negation of all:religion ; and-the.
-most corrupt forin of Christianity isito be preferred
‘to that' downright Atheism towards Which the Pro-’
testantism of the United States is fast moviag. -
Of the fact. of the'decline of Protestantism, in this.
sense, we have abundant evidence in the. journals, of
all denominations of professing Christians. Catholics.
also, it is true—f{romithe scarcity of priests to at-
:tend Lo the religious wants of: their peaple,-and from
the smalloess and rarity of their- places of worship,
‘whith again is owing to the poverty of ‘the . Catholic-
“population—have to lament the loss of numbers of
immortal souls. But the one complaint- of the Ca-
‘tholic press is,.that.it is almost impossible to' keep up.
‘with: the wants of the people;:orito find:a sufficiency
,of church accommodation.: “'The: Catholic  difficulty:

DECRE

-is; to find-churches for congregations..” co
. The very- reverse js the case with our Protesting’
brethren... Their difficulty’ is, not - to find churches'
for their congregations, but to.find congregations for
‘their churches.: .Of . the latter they have abundance,
and: of :ministers; ‘and preachers,:a: superfluity ; but:
alas! thiese can find-none to attend upon their-minis-
try. - If ' Catholics"are perishing from lack-of pastors

daily famishing in’ the midst of plenty—because_they
will not take.and eat the food presented o them.—.
«: Wihat is to: become; of ;.our, people 1—is. the cry of .
the Catholic;, moved:to compassion at the sight of:a.

¢ (.great: multitudelinia- ‘desert place;: without : victuals;:

and ‘with noge to give them to' eat.:** What™is\to]
become of ‘our-churclies ¥ eagerly ‘enquires the -Pro-

Montreal Witness, and the Protestant press gener-

Ly

to preach novel doctrines,'and to’proselytize, have

[,

P
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garlysarray .of,

| thousand- Zess than we bad fwelve yeara a

1131000 are ansually

to’ breal unto thiem ‘the ‘bread of life, Protestantsare | 7,001

| yéars; to'an’e

| thonzanda from yearito, year ]

teacher. gloomily, ‘echoing throigh', thie"lo
and deserted aisles.. . What.is.to, become of.-our:
chiurches1?—is " the :problem..iwhich ithe - Protestant.
clergy are trying:to solve’i for'it is/now: certaimtbat.
in humbers and’in size'they far‘exceed the: wants of: |
the Protéstant-people of tis United. States! s Wiiar -
is t0-become,of ourselves? since’'there is o, longer -

any man;to listen.to.us.” -\ T T
+ In.support of* our statements,we'will : cite ra- few
extracts . from 'the” American Protestant: press-upon-
this subject ; for. which’we are indebted 1o the Nez
York' Christian Inguirer, one of the most influential
and;best conducted of  the number. . In'one issue of
that journal—of the -10th . instant—we find for in-
stance the following :— AR T
i (From the Cincinnali Gazelle.) »

. % The Preshyterian’ Herald published at Louisville, Kt.,
after cnumerating some forty or fifly vacant’ churches in
the West, lelonging fo the Prgsb,ytex_-inn denominatioy,

! .

says ;— : :

¢ There $eems to be cither oo many great churcles, or
too few great nicn, as there are quite as many ministers with-
out churches, as churches without ministers®, - ’

#To the above might have been added the no less impor-
tant, fact, that one-half, or two-thirds of the churches that
are supplied with preachors have very slfm congregations ;
and very many of them have scarcely strength to keep to--
gother.” . T
TClis decay of cougregations is in. part attributed-
to the want of attraction in the preaching of the mi--
nister § thus admitting that, with Protestants, it. js.
not the love of God "and the desire of doing Him
homage-in the way of His appointment, that draws
them to the church; but the desire of baving their

I ears agreeably tickled, and their emotions pleasura-

bly excited, by the eloquence of man. Tbleir wor-
ship is Pulpit, not Altar worship ; they go to lear a

|lecture, not to serve God; and their adoration is

given to the preacher, rather than to Him in Whose
name he professes to address them, . Therefore the
Cincinnall Gazette recommends, as the only cure
for the evil of which he complains, that a more elo-
quent set of preachers be engaged—* men who by
their eloquence and ability, will attract people to
chureh.”? . At present, he adds, their humdrum dis—
courses render the house of worship generally unac-
ceptable. S
The Methodists are no better oft than ave the
Presbyterians, .- in spite of the ¢Revivals;, Camp
Meetinga® and other modés of excitement, to whicl
the former have rescurce in order. to repder the-
worship of God attractive. Thus in.another.column,
under the head, © Derline of Methodism,” we read:
4 The decreaso of Methodism, both.in England and in-
the.places of its-earliest triumphs in thig country, is a fact
soremarksblo as naturally toexcite inquiry a3 to its causes..
Its origin in the movements of Wesley, its rapid extension,
its lively and animating spirit, the zeal of its ministry
diffusing itself among the masses, are matters of history.
Having arrived at its culminaling point, the evidences of
its decline are too obvious to admit of concealment. - -
Then a writer in one of the Episcopalian organs
complains of -the difficulty of converting the New
‘Englanders:to Episcopalianism. - % The expense” be.
says ¢ of making a Cburchman out of such materials,.
makes the article in. this.aeighborhood comparatively
scarce:” - LI AT LA S
.. The Independents or Congregationalists sing the -
same sad song. By way of showing'that the_latter
are not exempt from the universal curse of barren-
ness, the IV, Y. Christian Inquirer copies the. foi-
lowing—under the significant caption— What s
To Become Of Our Churches 7’—(rom an article in
the Independent :— L
 "“War 15 1o Bscoxe oF ovr Cntuenss 7—I observed in a
lato Independent o statement of the progress, or rather de-
preciation of the Congregational churches. in New-Hamp-
shire and Vermont the past twolve years. Maine migh?
have been placed.in the snme category. We liave numerous
orgenizations sud appliances of a religious naturo ; Mis-
sionary, Bible; Tract, Education Sociéties. Also sermons,
§abbath—school§, and- Prayer-meetings, :and various addit-
ional moral machinery, operating almost at every fire-side.
And yet no millennium comes ! And yet, inregard io numbers,.
the churches retrograde! Now, something- about thisis -
wrong.. Imey notbe able to-designate the ‘wrong, but

thisI know, something iswrong. Indeed it is’but too ob-:
vious that the. absence of the Holy Ghost is our precise difs -
Jiculty. . This (a8 well 45 in other ways) is indicated by our-
preachingchoracteristics. "“To say rothing of ‘otliers, Con- "
.grogational’ preachers, at presen; give: very. slight indice~
‘siong of being. " filled with the Spirit.” ;. 8o at leagt itis tn::
thts,-refiqn. On the Babbathi we attend to the reading from. .
the pulpit of good, well-constructed, religions ossays. These
readings usually occupy some 30 minutes ; & portion of the
audience ‘sledp, ‘another-portion! gazé aroundiupon their
associates; and &' third portion. critieise the composition.”
‘Then in‘another paer we 7ead haw - the' New
Hampshire State Convention of this body was” béld
on the 16th ult: ; and How.in ‘its “Report”it announces
to.the world, that, in spite of the. great increase.in
population j=— . R Dol e
#¢Wo have but 8,000 more membefs-than we had n guar~
tor of o century ago, and we bave between -two and three
8 8go. ;. [n:1843, we
! of 10,647; and. in 1854, a’total, of only

N AR LY

reported a tota
8;229'”.!‘ By o D L TR LR TC I S ST
“Then the Baptists ‘strike'in ; but still: to; the:same
tune.” Their organ, the - True’ Pridon, tells: us :thaf
their. churches—*“yield
cived o

22,000 decy

becomes. of , them;?" ' And the Tyue Union adds—.
that.the great mass % neglect all their. religion; breal: -
all-their baptismal ;engage ments,- and mingle~ agai
with an ungodly/World. = onitiiv -

" Another "Baptist-journal, the-
borates * the "'""'t‘érgtil'fit')'ﬁ}'”'"éf the "7

ity o New “Yorlt ‘s
ation, within the''la:

popal hin tho'last ' five]
‘classesitof men:

iE New
tent tbat ling gurprijed all-

‘| Tetthe nomber of communicints'in’ the” Baptistichdrclies
of Now. York -snd-ita -suburbs-in-1855; ] isiless thaniiitiwas. '

in:11860, u: Death, . discipline,:; sod, removal;: | bave! taken ~
largermumbers out-of ibe churches than havabeenbrought.
into;them by, letter, reatoration ;and baptizm;; and,ibat,.
tooy; :while.the popalation hag. y

3 rn

been. increasing /by,

-‘;t'esvt'ant,'é'é’!i'é‘ beliolds Sunday after Suaday, 2" beg- 1
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“It is doubifil ‘whether we'ar




