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COMPL[I1ENTS 0F TIIFI SEAS3N.
Titeo Co1131peIîCAL, 0it titis the opeaiug"

day of another year, thaiiks its na: y
friends for the liberal patronage they
]lave bcstove1 upon it during the past
year, trusts tlit the happy relations
fornied inay long continue, and %visites
ono and ail ilA IJArpv NFW Yr.%tt"
an i nîany returuls of tho scason.

NORTIIWESTERN GRIAIN STORAGE.
Tite Cp.)MF.1ECIAL lias dliSCUSSPd tic

âbove subject se ottene titat it serns likze
xnonteny to again rtfer to it iii its col-
unins. lit viewv, however, of the actionl
takzen on thet inatter by the Far-iner .s Cuit-
vention lately hield iII thtis city . is neces-
sary that it should lie clearly nniderstood
at presenit, especially as the Provincial
Governnient have te qtzstioii itider cou-
sideration, and a step takej iuov iii tin
wrong direction înight soon b- cliflicult, te
retrace, anci before long prove a great
itjury te the grain tratle and agrieultiraI
interests of the NL'ortlivest.

Tite cleputation front the Fariucr's Con-
vention %vio %vait-d u1)on tihe niib*rs of
tlîo Manitoba Goveriiiitnt, urged thet
necessity for constructing clevators
througlhout tine Provinîce, anîd granting
the powver to inuniicipalities to impose
special taxation te overtakze the expense
of construction, and flue reply of the
Governiiient distinctly states, that sucli a
course lias been under consideration by
thent for sonie titue.

Tite COMIMERîCIAL dces not doulit but
the farniers %vio met iii convention lately,
and the inembers ef the N'orquay Covern-
ment are both carnest and iîonest in their
amnis and enideavors to assist in solvinig
the alI-inîportaut d(Iiiculty of grain haud-
ling arrangements for the Northwest, but
as matters nowv stand, wve are equally cer-
tain, tlîat tue course now beiiig followed
%vill bc pinyin- dircctly iinto, the hands )l
tîmose wvhose intercsts lie ia keeping tie
grain business of titis country iii a disor-
ganizcd statoso that it cati beînanipulated
by wvealihy dealers and millers in tie east.
'WVe suppose the present mevemient is tlîe
outconie of the resolutions of tilt MaUitoba
Couneil ef Agriculture last suinuier, te

Uic. etllveî, titait it was to tît iliterest of
the agrieuilturists of tihe Nortliwost to,
have tlîeir systein of grauin steragi. at
Port Arthur. It ]lits since lieis tli %vont-
de-r of nearly aIl, wiîo ]lave lind anîy ex-
pirimiec iii gri iiiiaîding,, iîowa àlaiiitobiî
Agrieniltural Cou acil couild recoimnd,
tha't' the grain gro'vn iii titis provilicof,
siîouild have te reacil a siîîall town iii
Ontario before its qualitv or value iu open
mnarket couîld bic ascortaitied. Tite resolu.
tient we have nie lie.itation iii chîarac-
terizilîgas the essence of perverse stupidity
on tîne part of tce Countcil, andi perhaps
the outconwe of a littie %vire pulling on
trie part of anl iîîtcrested fewv et its inclut-
bers. A-siowv, -.f its aiis be folloed
out it mlust cause unlli inited cvil to tic
Northwestern agricultural interests, and
aid in perpetuating a systein which liolcis
titis country înerely as a v.Mýt whîeat field,
tint îroducers iii whiehi havP is-ither the

rigl t - abulity to mnarket their owvn
produets.

TL mnust scein te aniy practical inid,
that -with a fewv millions of bushiels of
graili storocl at say fifty or a iiundred
diflerent points. wvhere it mnust lie held
until spring bepfoi-e its grade or value eaui
lie fixed in aniother provinuce, ne ergaiiza-
tienî of the grain intcrests of any iiew
couutry eaui be eflýctPd. Yet suchi a sys-
tomn tiie fariners ef Mainitoba have clai-
ored for, and asked to be taxed for, and
sucbi a systein the present MLaiiitoba
Goveriimnent liold eut a hople of aceding
te. Assurcclly nie greater blittnder could
be miade, aîîd such a blumncer is like a
sniow bail rolhiii- down a iii, gthering,
pow'er as it -nez, until it c trries crusiîîgi
disasier and destruction in its traec.

It ii au axioni of commerce ttat, a
tountry cannot becoinle a great, and sue
cessful g'rain exporting country unlless one0
or muore grain centers lie established
tlierein, and the priîiciple carnies double
weighit in coiînection wvith the Northwest.
W~itm a liundred counîtry elevatorz IiI!ed
with grain aur products mnust reacli the
hands ofthUi castern purchaser te have
tiîeir grades and prices fixcd ; wvitl a cen-
tral system wve eau grade onir own grain,
,and proelaimn iLs quality to tlue World,
and a very fcwv years will inake Manitoba
ŽXo. 1, 2 or 3 as well knoîvn. and as uîuch
relied upoii as tîmo grades et any other
country iii tînt Universe. With a central
systein et sterage a hasis of valuie for-
batik advances is sucured, anid with it a
areat inent-ae to the iuouey circulation of

te country. Around titis cenîtral systeni
a cireluet ofiereliants and Iîrokes wvould
sean rise %vite by future sales, amd otluer
arrangeiments could ob'-iate tlîe draiack
et lîaviiîg te slîip te Ltme seahoard during
the wviiiter, over ant aIl rail route nt ruinous
freiglîts, and tîtus, wlîile funiisiing a
Muady cash mnarket for tînt fariner, stili
netain tînt basis et v-due in the country.
In eue year te cinpetition ef buyers
would furnishi (laily and reliablo market
quotations, vhîich, would go outward te
tint farmner ia lus morninig or cvcning
papcer, and turnisli hin with a correct
guide as te the value et hlis grain, and
guard Itini against hein g tise dupe ef any
bumyer iii lus local miarket, In filet the
anly arrangeument tiiatAvill, ever thereugmly
Iix the niargins, on whlîi liuyers cati pur-
chase tramn farinons te tise satisfaction of
botlî,is Lte establisliimnent ef a grain center
in «Manitoba, sui uas aliove descrilicd, ail
uponi the quotatiens front wvhielh both cati
trade inteliigcatly ; and evcry liarrder
placed iii tue way ef securing such a grain
center retards the best intcrests of both
grain raiser and grain dealer; and the
qcattering ef grain storage ail over the
Northwest is one et the niest unparden-
able kittd. Tt lias becît aiuîed ~t ii te
stupid restrictionts as te Lime nminimîum
capacity et country elevators on the lie
of te C. P. R., and nev te fariers et
the province, %vithî tint Coumîcil et Agni
culture and the Provincial Gevernînent
are lenuliig thiier aid to carry eut tue
stupid and suicidai poiicy.

Tliere cati scarcely be a donlit, as te
wvliere titis central grain storage systemt ef
Mantitobia should lie located. Evcrytiîîgi
poinîts te WVinnipctg as Lte iiiost convenieiît
place. -The mianagers et the C. P. R.
oll'er the requisite relates on grain going
te tue lakc por-ts iii tînt spring; te
Dotmiion Governînent have madle provi-
sions for a qualified grain inspecter at
titis city ; a private party lias eveut otfered
the ]amîd on wvhiciî te cotîstruet clevators,
free et charge; and1 ail that is now
wantcd is less titan $200,000 oi capital
te provide au elevater- ef 1,000,-
000 busiels capacity for the crop
et 1884. Tite people ot \Viniiipeg eannot
but sec the great advantages at present
te lie gained by the construction et grain
storage ele.vators here, and in the event
et the opening et the Husdsoi's Baxy Routû
tic city w;ould -have gaiiied the first ancd
most important step toward9 becoinîng, in-
the net very distant future, the grcatest

208


