
EMIGRATION.

,ts application woîild, ho attcndcd u ith great
diiculty, and %votild lecome the abject of c% ery
description of' jobbiiig, aind nt last it woîild pro-
bably bc impossible to sccurc its appropriationî
to ifs legitimate purposo. Blut if' not so îîppro-

p riatd it woîld ini reality bo a boon, fot to flic

enmigtant, but to the landlord or parish, wlicl,
but for f lic grant must have borne flic Oxpense.
It %would, besides, lîavc a înost injuriaus efl'ect,
since, by raising extravagant expectations, as
ta flic future intentions of' Governîment, it
%would, paralyze ail individual exertion.

For those reasons I arn of' opinion fliat no
attcmpt should hoe made by Parliamentary grant
ta pay the passages of'emîgrants. Tho induce-
nients; to panisles and landiords arc sufficîcît ly
sfrong to inake themn undertake flicburthen,
and they know botter how ta apply thoîr mecans
than the Governnicnt could possîbly do. But
1 arn no, tho less of' opinion that Parliament
inay vu-rq fairly hoe expected to contrîhuf e ta-
wvards o expenses of' emigration, and I shall

nowv point out the several objects ta %lîich 1
hink yach a contribution ehould ho prîncîpally

directed.
Prom, tho weekly reports f'rom time ta fiie

transmitted ta your Lordship. f'rom Mr. B3u-
chanan's proscrat report, and more than aIl, froîn
the report of the medical superintendent at
Grosse Isle, wvhich accompanied my dcspatchi of
the 20th ultimo, yonr Lordship %vill perecive
the neccssity of' taliing stops ta ensure ta cmi-

rants more ample protection and assistance,
goth before and during thcir passage. This
niay, ta a certain extent, ho accomplished by
nrncnding the proscrnt Passngrers' Act, and
makingr more effectuai provision for ifs future
enforceément ; but othor ineus %vill like-
wvise ho neeessary, ta %vhich I shall presently
eau your attention.

You %vill observe, that of' tlic emigrants wlîo
procced ta Canada, a large proportion, even
when they embarh, arc insufficiently provided
%vîth clothes, ifh bedding or provisions ; that
in many cases thcy have about theni tho sccds
of diseaso, arising fromn the destitution and
misery in which they have bicen living prcvious
ta cmibarkation, na thiat as a necessary conso-
quence great. aickness and mortality occur on
the voaee and immediately after their arrivaI

Against destitution and, ta a certain extent,
disease, on the part of the poorer emîgrants, it
is impossible altoget ber ta guard ; but fromn the
reports ta wvhich 1 have rcferred, it is evicdent
that a great part of theso evils are caused by
the fraudaIent practices on the part of passon-
ger agents, by the rapacity of the ship charter-
ers, and by misconduct of the officrs dung the
voyage. liero, thon, is the first abject f'or
which Government assistance is required ; viz.
ta, increaso the efficicncy of the Government
agents at the outports, and ta put down the

s.ysfeîn of' kidnîappîing %%lîivl 16, 6aid tu ho prae-
tîacd( by trav elling passengrer agenits. If' thîsbe
donc, anîd if' the cînfigrant agents and custoîn-
liuttîse ullicers du flîcir dîaty, sccnes biicl as
tliose debcribcd by Dr. Douglas cannot recur.

1 take it f'or granted tliat tlic existing lawv
%wotild ho suficient ta puînîslî the frauîds pîrao-
tîsed by passenger agents ; but if' nat, a pro-
vision slîoîld hc introducedl in the Passelîger
Act ICI iiîcot tlîat ente. Strict Caroe hoîîild
likewiso ho tah-en in every instance ivlîcre an
cnîigrant vessel is detainod boyond flic finie ap-
îîointed for lier saîling, ta enflorco the l4til
claute of tlic exîstîng Act waaist flic niaster.
Thc cnîîgraîît agents by niaking it tlîeîr prao-
tîce ta '.îsît the places w bore emigrants are
generally lodgcd ulion %vaiting f'ur tlîeir pas-
sage, and by attenti% cly observing flicproced-
inigs of' thle passonger vesl thelîir respective
stations, nuigl-t, 1 conceive, casily performi thîs
dtity. 1 vwuld fuitlir suggebt tu yuur Lord-
shîp %%liether saine stops niîght not ho talien,
cither by the Govcrniont, or in communication
with lic municipal aufliorîiois idt Liverpool, ta
provide accommnodation f'or enuigrants resorting
to tlîat port ta enibark for Anierica.

For flie protection of' the emigrant duringr
the passage, Mr. Buchanan has, in the Appen-
dix ta bis report, stiggested several, alteratians
of flic Passengfers' Act ; in which, so far as
they regard the f'urther limitation of' the number
of' passengers in proportion ta tonnage, tie pro-
hiîbîtîon of* the sale of' ardent spirits, the en-
forcement of' the penalties mn a summary ivay
bef'ore tho local magîstratos, and theo extension
of the Act ta ail vessels canryîng steerage pas-
sengen, I cnfîrely cancur. 0f' the importance
of' tle last of' these provisions thic Report bef'ore
nie affords; full proof', it appearing f liat in the
case of the Il _____ _ Il the clearest cvi-
dence af misconduct an the part o? the Captain
and the un-soawortlîiness o? the sbip wvas ai no
avail, because f lie numbor of Passengers wvas
loss by four than that allawcd by the Passen-
-ers' Acf. 1 must presumne flhnt it was fram
ths circamstance only flhat flic vessel was al-
lowcd by tho emigrant agent at Glasgow ta
proceed ta scn, in s0 un-seawortby a state.

The tlîird and fou"-ia clauses of the Passen-
gers' Act, if' faitfli'lly cumplied %vith, %vould
appear sufficiently ta regulate the provisioning
o? emigrant vessels.

The fif'th clause imposes on the officers of'
customs the duty o? seeing fliat the prccedîng
clauses arc ohoyed, bat I re'net ta state that
this duty is notoriously negleccfed ; and I amn
not aware that any censure has ever followcd
that negleet. In order, howovcr, to ensure
greater vigilance in future, I %vould sîîggcst
that at aIl parts wvherc an emigrant agent is sta-
tîaned, the customs' oficers should ho dircctedl
nat ta give a clearance ta any vessel eoming
within the purview of' the IPassengers Act,


