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enibleni of purity, sirnpiy 1because there
wvas nothing "n Hiin Vo cleanse away.
Upon us H1e cornes as fire, because, as
sinful creatures, our dross must be purged
aývay by the fire of God's love. You flnd
when +Ahe people of Sarnaria believed
(Acts 8: 12-17) Peter and Johni ca--
clown to thicr, and prayed over thern,
that they mighit receive the Holy Ghiost.
When Paul carne Vo Ephiesus, hie found
certain disciples and said unto Vhem,
<'Did ye receive the fly Ghost when ye
believed ?" (Acts 19: 2, R. V.) and they
liad not so nuchi as heard whether thiere
w'as a fly Ghost. There are rnany, at
this day, wbo know thieir sins are for-
given, but their little faith and littie
knowledge make thern no better than
legal profess rs. You flnd in the life of
the Apostles before Pentecost, a picture
of thousands of Christians at this day.
They had been called, and had ]eft
everythingr for Jesus, they hiad been con-
verted, and taughit of Hum, and fIe 11ad
appeared to Vhemr after Ris resurrection,
and comforted themi with Ris richest
blessing, Hee had expelled the lasV doubt
frorn Thornas' hecart, He hiad even
brea-thed upon them, and said, «'<Receive
ye ý«he floly Gliost,'>- and yet they were
toid to Varry at Jerusalem. Why?
Because the floly Ghiost wvas not yet
given in Ris fulness. He wvas, and aiways
had been, in the worid living and ruling;
Moses was Builed with the Spirit, John
tuie Baptist wvas filled wvith the Spirit;
but the differernce was this: before
Pentecost it -%vas God's prerogative to
give Hlm here and there Vo a select few,
'but after Peiltecost Hie wvas to be the
birthrighit of every believer who wouid
ela:m Hirn, and have his soul filled with
the Spirit of Jesus.

You notice in the Aposties' lives whiat
we sec in our own,-a rnixture of ignor-
ance, faith, and nbelief. Airain and
agý.ain they cannot understand our Tord,
and you find themn saying, "Lord, increase
our faith." Sorne people Vhink that a
gôod prayer, and I do 'not want to lind
fault with it; but I want you to, not;ce
thbat whien this petition was presented,
Jesus indicated no sperial appr-oval of it,
-but turned w'ith loving compassion, and
said, "If ye kad faith as a 'grain of mus-
tard seed .. . iV shouid be done,"

as rnuchi as to say, "lIt is not more faithi
you w'ant, but you need to use whiat you
already have." After Pentecost you
nevei hear theni saying, «Lord, increase
our faith." Tie di.sciples then were filed
with faith and the#, Holy Ghiost. The fear
and tirniidity which hiad .3o often over-
corne them were grone, and thecy wvere no
longyer afraid to go abroad and face the
world. Row many of us are afraid to,
speak for Jesus, afraid to bring the sub-
ject of relihcion into our conversation!
Fear and tirnidity are part of the carnai
man, and every niian experiences thern
more or less, until lie cornes under the
baptismn of the Holy Ohiost. Hie inay be
able to say to the Saviour, " Thou art rny
Saviour," and to Cod, "Thou art rniy
Father ;" but> iievertlielcss, fcar clings to,
him until it is cast out by '<perfect love."
But whien the Holy Ghost takes posses-
sion of hiu ., hie is able to speak. the word
of God ývith. bolu':iess. '[ou find the
disciples, before their liaptism, forsaking
the Lord Jesus at the verv tirne of His.
need. When Fie needed theim the rnost,
they were ail forsakzingr Hir. .And you
find Christians, in Our own days, sing-

"Prone to wvanider, Lord, 1 feel it,
Proue to leave the God I love."

I do not say it is not truc of thern, but I
do say thicy shouid hiesitate before sing-
ing it. Whiat wouid be, thoughit of the
man who would not hesitate to sing-

«"Prone to wander, ivife, I feel it,
Prone to leave the wvife I love."

And yet people do not blush to, tel1 the
Lord to His face that t.hey are prone to,
wander, when ail the tiime there is the
remedy at hand Vo take out the proneness
Vo wander, and put into us the proneness
to follow Hum. The baptism, of the
Holy Ghost dcstroys ail the proneness Vo
forsakze Jesus, and, in its place, brings
in the abiding power Vo, keep the soul
walking -%vithi Eiim.

What does 1V mean Vo be baptized withi
tifie fly Ghost? Soi-ne people think it,
means that they wiIi be called Vo gro out
from bhome, and everyone they touch will
receive powver throughi them; ad if they
do not feel that power pervading their
beinig Vo the Vips of the fingers, they
conclude Vhey hiave not any. Let me


