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'T'HBREu,nv«intheoc«w. In tUe wvewit dioughu
1 It never iaUi, uid in the mi«htie.t Boodi it never

overflow.. It. bwk. and it. bottom .re of cold water, while
lU current ..of warm. The Orlf of Mexico i. it. fount«nMd It. mouth u in the Arctic 8e«i. It i, the Gulf Stream!
There i« m the world no other .uch majeetic flow of wateim.
It. ourcent u more rapid than the Missiuippi or the Amazon
and it* volume more than a thounand time, greater

lU water., a. far out from the gulf a. the Carolina coaita".of an ma:go blue. They are «, diitinctly marked that
their hne of junction with the common Ka wat?r mav be
traced by the eye. Often one half of the veuel mav be'ner-
ceived floating in the Gulf Sti^m, while the other half Tin«.mmon water of the »a ; .0 .harp i, the Une «.d «ich thewant of affimty between thoee water., and .uch, too, the
reluctance. m> to speak, on the part of thoee of the Gulf Stream
to mingle with the common water of the wa."
With these word, an American writer half a century a«o

bqtan hu, famous study of the winds and currents of the
Atlantic Ocean of which the Gulf Stream i. the most interest-
ing feature. Whence comes this vast ocean river I Towhat cause, are its movement, due ? We know that it i»ue.
from the Gulf of Mexico through the Strait of Florida and
flow. northwMd, parallel to the coast a. far u Cape Hatteras
where it bend, eastwards, making for the open ocean. It.
source in the gulf i. fed by a current from theCaribbean
He*

;
thM m Its turn receive, its waters partly from the south

Atlantic, m the form of a drift current from Africa, and partly
from the north Atlantic. Thus there is in the north Atlantic
a vast circular movement or eddy, of which the Gulf Stream
18 the most rapid and the best known part.

In the centre of an eddy, such as we may see in any of our
nvers the water has little or no movement, and to this placea gathered much of lu. looae floating material which is drtfting


