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WILL THE PREMIER ACCEPT ?
Mr. J. K. Flemming, who is to address
public meeting here on Friday night, has
jwritten to Premier Robinson inviting him
share the attention of the audience on
t occasion. After referring to his orig-
§nal challenge to Hon. Mr. Robinson, which
Jthe latter declined, Mr. Flemming writes:

|« wish now to advise you that I will be

‘$n St. John for a public meeting on Feb.
18t next, when I will refer to this matter
jend I ask you to come there and on a
‘oommon platform make good your words.
{Jf you will not do this, which is only fair
%o both of us, then I will ask you to have
‘the manliness to withdraw the unfair and
untrué statements made against me.”
The word is now with Hon. Mr. Robin-
\son. Will he retract like a man, or will
he take his political jife in his band and
confront Mr. Flemming? One or the
other he must do. He character
jzed Mr. Flemming’s statement about the
provincial finances as “unparalleled mis-
representations and,an insult to the intelli-
gence of the people.” Premier Robinson
js fully aware that the people of this prov-
jnce do not believe he was justified in
msing any such language. The Premier
ghowed that he himself did not believe

)what he said, for soon after he said it he
sannounced that he intended to call in ex-

ipert accountants. He thus acknowledged
lopenly and clearly that public distrist
would not be allayed by mere denuncia-
jon of Mr. Flemming. Moreover, Mr.
Flemming has spoken recently in mahy
sons of the province, in many cases t0
jpudiences to whom he wae personally a
jstranger. The enthusiastic reception given
im in each and every instance proves that
e people do not agree -with the Premier,
plainly shaws that Mr. Robinson’s at-
tempt ‘to whistle the financial question
own the wind is a flat failure. :
So far as can be learned the commissio;
f expert accountants has resolved itself
to the appearance of one individual, of
o acknowledged reputation here, who
pent three or four days at Fredericton

he worked hard during his stay in Fred-
ricton the most this gentleman could do
ould be to certify that he found the
vernment’s figures correct in such mat-
«rs as addition and subtraction. Not
ven the most reckless member of the ad-
inistration will contend that any such
mination is to be accepted as justifying
lgovernment expenditures or upholding the
! overnment’s dissipation of the provincial
:evenue and wmortgaging the provincial
jeredit. - The expert may be able to say
ishe books show that the government paid
®o much for interest on bonds issued to
::pay the interest on other bonds. But he
~will not tell the people what individuals
i?proﬁbed, and to what extent, by the ex-
ipenditure of $1,260,000 on the unfinished
iCentral Railway. No expert can disprove
she fact that the government, which claims
2 surplus of some $9,000, really had a
deficit of nearly half a million, and that

_§t sought to conceal this deficit by im-]

properly charging great sums to capital ac-
count.

Premier Robinson was Provincial Secre-
tary, and he is the leader of the govern-
ment. He gave stout support to the pres-
ent administration throughout its most
yeckless period of plunging. He did so
with both eyes open. If the transactions
are simpie and praiseworthy, as he con-
tends, if the government in regard to these
transactions which have aroused general
distrust, has- really been maligned, how
can Hon. Mr. Robinson hesitate to meet
Mr. Flemming and disprove his statements
in public?

What is the Hon. C. W. Robinson going
to do about it?

THEIR EXPLANATIONS
Mayor Sears’ letter, in which he thanked
God that t# Liberal party was intended
for a bett! opurpose than a veneer for the

opportuni  of the ocal government, has
-attracted W attenhjon from the govern-
wavt nE

s. SeVeral of these jour-

nd has now returned to Montreal. Even’

viously sincere and moving langmage in
which Mr. Sears dieclosed his anguish of
soul and his settled convictions; and hasten
to contend that since the Mayor is now a
convert the letter is useful merely as show
ing how the local government has been
gaining ground since 1903.

Unfortunately the Mayor's conversion i8
so recent and his own explanation of it
is so generally known and accepted, the
attempt to extract government comfort
from thé letter is simply amusing. These
government optimists cannot have forgot-
ten how, a few short months ago when Dr.
Pugsley sought election here, Mr. Sears
stood as a lion in his path. They cannot
have forgotten how stoutly Mr. Sears de-
cared that he was in the fight to stay
until the last gun had been fired. In those
recent days Mr. Sears had no-use for the
local government or Dr. Pugsley. If he
had detected his right hand in the of-
fending act of reaching out to assist the
local government or the Minister, who

doubts that he would have cut it off? | The managers of the local government .. ono of the orators m the North End

Better, he undoubtedly thought, ' to go
through life maimed, than to assist in giv-
ing the whole body politic over to dam-
nation.

government party managers could not get
together a ticket with which they dare
face a constituency they knew to be doubt-
ful. In this emergency they commandeered
the Mayor. He resisted, but feebly. He
sought to have the convention postponed
until he “had heard from Ottawa.” The
managers were not going to risk a gecond
postponement. They forced Mr. Sears to
allow his name to go before the delegates
as one of the only four names submitted.
Bven today when he strives to utter some
word. of excuse for the local government
or some expression of faith in ite leaders,
the words come with difficulty. This is
a new HEdward Sears, playing a difficult
role. The real man is he who cried: G 1
thy right hand offend thee, cut it off,”
and who eaid with prophetic fire of the dis-
credited local government: “Thou art
weighed in the balance and found want-

The shadow, who has applied to Ottawa
for a position and who hopes for the best
—Well, he does not want to go to Fred-
ericton. To defeat him apparently is to
give him & short cut whereby he may enter
into his reward. Thus even his friends
can vote against him without compunction.

DR. PUGSLEY’S POSITION

Speaking at St. John, on Thursday
evening, Mr. Pugsley made an appeal to
the people of the city to strengthen his
hands by sending six good and true
Liberal members to the provincial Legis-
lature, adding that it would be impossible
to magnify the importance of their tak-
ing this course at the present juncture.
This may be interpreted only as & threat
that if Mr. Pugsley’s demand is not met
that the activity mow evident in connec-
tion with the St. John harbor improve-
ments would be discontinued until such
a time as its reappearance became neces-
sary in behalf of Mr. Pugsley himeelf.
That is probably just what will happen
anyway.—Montreal Gazette.

The sure way to arouse Dr Pugsley to
a proper promissory pitch is to beat the
local government. The Minister of Pub-
lic Works has no right to intervene in
an attempt to save the local administra-

tion from the people. But he is doing it,| of course, Mr. Hill must fLiave been ®
and since that is the case it is fortunateje.ted to other shocke

that the people are in & position to deal
with him. He looks beyond the provine-

jal contest to the Federal elections which | that the opposition view o

will come later.

only would he repeat all the promises he
is making now, but he would frame many
new ones. The woree the local govern-
ment is beaten the more generous the
Minister of Public Worke will become.
The attempt to deceive the electors of
New Brunswick by telling them how
much the province will lose if it does not
oblige Dr. Pugsley by sustaining the
local government is bound to fail. The
electors, in this matter, have 'Dr. Pugs-
ley on the hip. .

FEDERAL INTERFERENCE

The Montreal Gazette says editorially:

“Mayor Sears, of St. John (N.B), isa
government candidate for that ctiy in the
provincial elections. Report has it that
Mr. Sears was only induced to accept the
nomination after the promise had been
made that he would be rewarded with the
postmastership of St. John. The report
being published in the opposition news-
papers, the electors were at the same time
asked why they should elect.a man whose
only purpose in coming forward was to
qualify himself for a Federal govérnment
appointment, and whose retirement, in a
ghort time, to accept this office would ren-
der another election necessary. This argu-
ment brought forth a warm protest from
the government organs. They did not go
a0 far as to positively deny the truth of
the assertion that the presence of Mr.
Sears in the field was due to his anxiety
to qualify for a Federal appointment, but
they complained that, in making such a
charge, the opposition newspapers were in-
dulging in ‘personalities.” The weakness
of this defence was made more manifest
when, on Wednesday evening, Mr. Sears

addressed a gathering called in the iuter-‘

ests of the government’s candidates, and
stated that he desired a government posi-
tion, and that he had made application for
a job. The only answer he had received
was that the most serious consideration
would be given his application. He was
in the contest for the purpose of showing
Sir Wilfrid Laurier that he was not a non-
entity, but that he had influence in the
city.”

“Mr. Sears,” the Gazette adds, “declares
he is running for the purpose of qualifying
for the job, and the Premier and Mr.
Lemieux say they are not aware that Mr.
Sears has been promised the reward men-
tioned. Mr. Pugsley may know more about
it, and so may the St. John patronage
committee. * * * That such interfer
ence constitutes a public danger requires
no argument. When practiced in-the Mari-
4im~ JDrovinees it is doubly danggrous. The

ger st the /people of
» millions of their

| :
own money, which was reported to the even name it.
deficit | mind. Is it reasonable under these cir-

Auditor-General in the guise of a
on the Intercolonial Railway. It is diffi-

cult enough for that railway to carry this | the discredited local government because |

scandalous burden, but if to it 8 to
added a portion of the cost
general provincial election,
become unbearable. If the Federal govern-
ment is going out of its way to assist
provincial administration by
government jobs,
standard method of corrupting the people
is being neglected.” -

This editorial from the Gazette serves to
show what sort of impression the matter
alluded to has made upon the people in
other places. St. John people know, of

become & local government candidate. But’
a short time ago he was in full sympathy
with the local opposition. Very recently
he declared—until the last moment—that
Hon. Mr. Pugsley was not a representative

1

of financing a ernment to
the thing will | Premier Robinson have now
| campaign material.
the | composed mainly of promises to reform and
doling outt’of other promises to do great things if { not explain. The promises were the prom-
it is not likely that the | only the electors will be lenient once

| course, that Mr. Sears did not wish to! gence, favoritism,

He says he has it in his

cumstances to ask the people to .vote for

be ‘ Dr. Pugsley desires the return of that gov- | glected. Day by

Dr. Pugsley and
disclosed their
1t is threadbare stuff,

power?

more.

Clearly this province needs nothing &0
much as a change of government. The
electors will have on March 3 an opportun-
ity to make that change. They cannot af-
ford five years more of waste, extrava-
and brazen disregard for
public opinion and public rights.

MR. McKEOWN’S ERROR
Hon. Mr. McKeown, who is willing to
speak in the city though he did not_dare

| Liberal and that he would run against him. | . ome a candidate m this constituency,

perty here have taken advantage of the ' last evening. On many occasions the

position in which Mr. Reare

8 fmfnd himeel. | Attorney-General has been rebuked for the
Are the people of this city going to stand | redkisanas of Ny

campaign statements.

. for it? Are the independent electors‘ going ' o 4o proving day by day that the criticism
The facts are plain enough. The loeal‘ to vote for Mr. Sears under these cifeum-| = o 4.corved. Early in the campaign he

| stances,

and for Messrs. Purdy, Lantalum | attempted to create the impression that

| and Skinner who are secking election by | Mr. Hazen and his followers in the House

| such means?

A CANDID FRIEND

Hon. George F. Hill of Charlotte was |

one of the men who hoped Hon. C. W.
|
! steps of other members and supporters of

the local government. Mr. Hill thought

Mr. Robinson would not be a plunger. He

was disappointed.

:lthefHouse last year Mr.

stood with the opposition.
length in protest against the
proposal to guarantee the bonds
Malcolm’s International Railway,

of Mr.
and in

i 5 it | the course of his remarks he expressed pain | jieved many of
ing.” The real man is convincing enough. | and surprise at Hon.

conduct in tamely supporting the govern-
ment. To quote:

“He (Mr. Hill) had been very much
surprised at the attitude of
Robinson upon this project.

petent business

lead to economy and careful administra-

on. In fact he had told his friends in
| St. Stephen that if only Mr. Robinson
'} were to take hold of provincial affairs that
i all would be well.
i task for deceiving them as to Mr.
son’s true
lt able to say

|
\
|

{

|

C. W. Robinson’s |

|

When the government | Last evening
| was rushing its railway legislation through ! ed this line of
Hill, though he | the impression that since
‘Was clected as a government supporter, | acts were approved by the
He spoke at | opposition must share the public censure
government’s | the government’s. policies have earned.

were as much responsible for the Highway
Act as the government. The Telegraph
and other newspapers immediately printed
& record of the debate on this subject in
the Legislature, showing that the opposi-
tion proposed amendment after amend-

i in the foot-
| Robinson would not follow in the ment only to bave them voted dowh by

the government majority.
voted solidly against the
forced through in spite of their protests.

argument, seeking to convey
the government’s
Legislature the

Mr. McKeown would not indulge in cam-
paign tactics of this sort unless he be-
his hearers do not follow
public affairs or read the newspapers. He

will soon diseover that people are not £0| giioe  Queens, Sunbury,

readily deceived as he imagines.

ignoring Premier Whitney’s

into the echool book question, and that
very recently it was compelled again to
promise investigation.  Again, Mr. Me-

| Now what could he say | Keown persists in Wistorting Mr. Hazen’s
| $o these friends? They would take him to | statements about provincial finances. He
Robin- | kiows that Mr. Hazen distinguished be-
character, and all he would be | tween the debt from which we are now
to them would be that he had | paying interest and the liabilities which

| not enough Scotch blood in him to have | were authorized by the legislature of l“ti

the gift of second sight. In

| urged most strongly that the passage of ‘

the bill guaranteeing the bonds of this road | made Mr.

l would be a disaster to the province.”
Mr. Hill is & candid fMgnd of the gov-
ernment. His surprise at Mr. Robineon’s

| conduct was shared by many in every part

conclusion he | year.

Fear of the voters of the city of St. John
McKeown a candidate in the
county. Fear of the result on March 3 is
doubtless the explanation of the nature of

| Mr. McKeown’s addresses to the electors.

He never would follow the plan to which

i

of the province. Mr. Robinson, of whom | we have referred if he thought a plain,
| unvarnished account of the government’s
| conduct was good enough to win with. It

so much had been expected, did not raise
| his voice against any act of the govern-
| ment, no matter how reckless. Later

Ilvvhen the new Premier

on, ! ray be hoped that during the remaining
ub- | days of the campaign he will desist from
and -surprises, a8 | the foolish effort to charge” the opposition
defended the road | with the government’s sins. For ome act

Jaw and immediately afterward admitted | to which this government assented the

properly chargeable to capi-i
e must have been shocked gecret ballot.

|

- § that measure | gpposition is responsible,
The defeat of the local| wag correct. As Mr. Hill knows what ex-
government in March would set the Min-| penditures are

ister of Public Works to thinking. Not!| sl account, h

and that is the
act which will enable the electors to vote
on March 3 under the protection of the
The government, which

| when he read the financial statement of | pre_:viously had refused to grant this re-

the government,
i plus and the real deficit,
Robinson’s retreat from

| Charlotte now.
mote docile standard-bearers.
In the speech from which we have

spending
then Premier.
ing word-picture of him:

ly a very clever man, a very able man,
fact he might be described as a
' genius. Genius,

tionaries,
\ attention to details, and a quality that al-
ways gathered round it a devoted band of
followers. The Premier, in his opinion,
was more than a genius, he was a magic-
jan, a wizard. In Eastern countries there
was a class of men very gimilar, sometimes

noted the fictitious sur-| form, was confronted

in 1903 with the

and read of Mr.| danger of losing Mr. McKeown’s services.
Mr. Flemming. | He was to appeal to this constituency af-
| Mr. Hill is not a government candidate in ! ter his admission to the cabinet.
The government tequires! John E. Wilson was

Mr.
prepared to run

!}egainst him. Rather than face that con-

\
|
]

«My. Pugsley,” he said, “was undoubted- ' he desires.

according to some dic- | credited government
meant an_infinite capacity for | Keown is a most reckless member.

test Mr. McKeown agreed that the prov-

| quoted Mr. Hill also referred to Hon. Mr. | ince should have the secret ballot before
Pugsley and his activity in mortgaging the | the government again appealed to the peo-
credit of New Brunswick in addition to|ple. That law is very likely to prove poli-
its revenue. Dr. Pugsley was ‘ tically fatal to
Mr. Hill drew this flatter- | many of his fellow candidates ten days

the Attorney-General and

hence. It enables every
It prevents intimidation, and
in! renders threats powerless: It is a good

man of | weapon with which to punish the dis-

of which Mr. Mec

THE OUTLOOK

A eurvey of the province as the cam-

| paign moves along toward ite close is most

called fakirs or jugglersi (Great laughter.)

‘These men were
| things. They could put, for instance, a

eyes would grow up a plant unfolding its

able to do marvelous

erfcouraging to the opposition. Mr. Hazen’s
work of organization was well under way
before the government decided that it

| would be safer to appeal to the country

| leaves and producing flowers and fruit. .

| These and similar delusions were explained
| gometimes as due to mesmeérism or hypno-
| tism, and he thought that some such power
| must be attributed to the Premier when
he could make every member of the legis-
| lature see his wonderful pictures and throw
their votes in accordance with his schemes.
In regard to the St. John Valley Railway

its magnificent steel bridges and concrete
| culverts; he made them see towns and
villages growing along the line, and so im-
with the reality of his picture
as to convince them of its benefit to the
| province. The Premier in one of his
i speeches had gaid he was an optimist, and
had given a meaning for that word. He
eculd not, however, find that meaning in
| a dictionary, and he thought the Premier
| must have made it himself. According to
the authority which he (Mr. Hill) had
consulted, an optimist was one who soared
after the unobtainable, who dived down

| pressed them

pay cash. (Laughter.)
it was found that the whole grand struc-
ture was founded on two telegrams and
several ifs.”

The telegrams Mr. Hill mentioned have
dropped out of sight.
larger than ever.
not tempted by a guarantee of bonds to
the extent of $15,000 a mile. There is an-

the Premier made them see the. road with

after the unfathomable, and who did not |
When, he said, |
the St. John Valley Railway was analyzed, |

The “ifs”’ loom up, |
- ]
Mackenzie & Mann are

other cowapany, but-Dr. Pugsley does-not | of battle.

! seed in a box and right before the people’s" than to face another session of criticism

at Fredericton, The announcement of the

date of the elections, therefore, found the'

opposition in good spirits in every part
of the province. Since the campaign
opened the opposition cause has gained
steadily and rapidly in every constituency,
while the government has suffered mater-
ially from the errors of its own leaders,
the continued folly of the cabinet minis-
ters and the marciless fire of criticism to
which the opposition has subjected it.
The government had a bad case, and it
has made the worst of it. The methods
it found mnecessary in order to secure tick-
ets in several constituencies have amounted
to public scandals. Strong men every-
where declined to carry the administra-
tion’s standard, and in too many instances
where candidates were found their private
reasons for éntering the fight have become
notorious. Mr. Allen is Provincial Sec-
retary—but his old job on the I C. R
is still vacant and will remain so until
he is ready to resume it or take another.
The government gives him another office
holder as a colleague. In Kent Mr. W.
D. Carter, a Federal office holder, was
put forward under conditions that may
be guessed.. In St. John, after once post-
poning the government convention, Mr.
Sears was whipped into line under circum-
stances which are well understood.
fact in many constituencies the formation
of the government tickets disclosed the
weakness and desperation of the adminis-
tration when it began to form its line
On_gvery band there was 10

The opposition | Pugsley.
bill, but it Was| could not deliver the goods.

Mr. McKeown again employ- | inds the local

: ; ’H“ 898 | Victoria, Northumberland, Kent, West-
about repeating the goverriment’s thor-| o 1ond, St. John ocounty,

Hon. C. W. ‘ oughly exposed defenc
He had | extortion,
| thought that that gentleman was a com- | statement and th
man and he had hoped | Minister of Education.
that his advent into the government would | know that the governmen

e of the school book | gogtizouche the government camnot be
at of Ontario’s Deputy | 1. yeporte from every section of the
He seems not 0| . v are altogether too rose-colored the

; t of which he 8| o vernment is certain to be beaten and
a member promised long ago to mqmre! beaten badly. 1f work is kept up in every

elector to vote as | Brunswick

{ would not be thought necessary for a man

In|

l|be found evidence that the people were‘
| jrritated and disgusted with the manmer
| in which public moneys had been squan-
| dered . while public interests were né
day it became clearer
| that the Highway Act and the other ex-
:amplea of government neglect and folly
! were not to be disposed of by explana-
| tions and promises. The explanations did

|ises of a government which forgot all
promises not made to its own followers
! or favorites.

| Undoubtedly the local government man-
| agers depended a great deal upon the
| Minister of Public Works. Dr. Pugsley,
they thought, would come to their rescue
with proposals which would be plausible
if not eolid. Day after day they waited
for “the man himself.”" At length he
arrived—empty handed. - He had no
definite news about the Central Railway.
He was atill more indefinite in regard to
the Valley line. He spoke of borings in
Courtenay Bay, but no matter with what
gravity this subject is introduced it is
instantly apparent that it is poor stuff
to give out for campaign material on the
eve of election. Dr. Pugsley, in fine,
| spoke in favor of the ticket, but he had

nothing to offer. The crowd remembered
the telegram from Mr. D. D. Mann, and|
the much older telegram from Mr. James
D. Leary, but to these famous messages
the Minister could produce no successor.
He spoke in other parts of the province,
and was well received, but in every in-
_stance it was seen that the local govern-
ment was not going to be rescued by Dr.
For some reason or other he

The campaign at this time, therefore,
‘ government facing an
| aroused province with its prestige greatly
 diminished as compared with 1903, with-
out -effective campaign material from out-
| side, with tickets weaker in every con-
stituency than its tickets were five years!
ago. The government has gone back;
the opposition, which was weak in 1903,
today has excellent tickets in the field
everywhere. In Charlotte, St. John city,
York, Carleton,

Albert and

imre of carrying n single seat. Unless

| constituency until the last minute by op-
| position sympathizers, and unless the gov-
1 ernment’s methods are lawless beyond
I precedent, we are about to have a change
of government. The province needs it
sadly. X

NOTE AND COMMENT
1t must be hoped that the storm will
not seriouely interfere with the borings in
Courtenay Bay, and thus weaken the great

campaign material contributed by Dr.

Pugsley.
. & @
It is estimated that the opposition tick=t
will enter Moncton with a majority of
%00, If ‘the calculation is even approxi-

mately correct the whole opposition ticket
in Westmorland will be elected.
* ® =

Mr. Hazen and the opposition candidates
for Carleton county addressed a big meet-
ing in Woodstock last evening and aroused
much enthusiasm. ~ Messrs. Flemming,
Smith and Munro are evidently going to
represent Carleton in the next House.

. ® @

Col. H. H. McLean is promising bridges
to the people of Sunbury. The Colonel’s
sudden solicitude for the people of that
district is truly touching. Dr. Pugsley,
too, is showing a belated but ostentatious
interest in the needs of Sunbury. One
would almost suppose there was an elec-
tion in sight. The people, of course, know
| that Col. McLean and Dr. Pugsley are

wholly disinterested.

* % @

Mr. Emmerson, M. P., is down in New
campaigning. Among other
| things he is reported to have told a meet-
| ing of railway men and others at Mone-

i ton that if the Intercolonial Railway ser-

| vants wanted better pay and more work
| they should vote to sustain the present
provincial administration. The same prov-
incial administration, it is inferred, has lit-
tle in its record to commend it, else it

like Mr. Emmerson to talk rubbish in its
behalf.—Montreal Gazette.

| The secret ballot will protect the rail-
road vote this time. Every man will be

. keep men out

able to vote as he pleases.
| e BEC

One of the Kings county opposition |
[candidates, epeaking at Westfield la\.s';“i
! night, recalled that Hon. Mr. Tweedie,
in replying to Mr. Hazen's criticism of
the government’s school book policy, said
other governments had been misled in
;this matter, and promised an investiga-
ition. Are the people to assume that no
| investigation was made,
lvestigators decided that the government
| had a right to favor its friends by com-
pelling the people to pay two or three
prices for their school books?

* * =

This ought to be good weather for bor-
"ing in Courtenay Bay. The flats spréad
wide and inviting at low tide. There is
room for the most extensive boring oper-|
ations. Doubtless—to paraphrase—“to
give space for boring was it that the bay
was made so wide.” Election day is less,
| than two weeks away. Before it comes
the public may eee photographs of the
borings, or see the borers at work; but
they will remember that even as one
‘swallow does not make a summer, 8ev-
’eral borings will not make a railroad
terminal or carry an election. If the G.
T. P. wants to use the best Canadian
! winter port it will bring its freight to
St. John; but the local elections have
| nothing to do with the question. The
borings merely emphasize Hon. Mr. Pugs-
ley’s lack of convincing campaign mater-
ial. In the local government committee
l rooms there is no pretence at enthusiasm
"| over borings. From a practical politician
| like Dr. Pugsle, the committeemen ex:
pected something more substantial.

or that the in-| 1, SRS

Cypher’s Pouitry i oous.

Oyster Shells,
Crystal Grit,

Mann’s Green Bone Cutters.

Write for catalogue and prices to

W. H. THORNE & CO., Ltd.

Market
COST OF LIVING MUST DROP

No Other Way to Stimulate Pro-
duction -- Neither Capital Nor
Labor Oan Long Resist the
Tendency Towaras Lower
Prices and Lower Wages.

(New York Journal of Commerce and
Commercial Bulletin).

In the situation into which the industries
and business of this country have been
brought by past overdoing and misdoing
there is but one way of giving an impulse
to a renewed and healthy activity. That
way is to reduce the cost of production

and of the distribution of products, in or-
der that consumption may be stimulated
by lower cost of living. To reduce the cost

of production there must be a lowering
of wages and of the price of materials into
which the cost of labor enters. The logical
result would be lower prices for the con-
sumable products, which would soon com-
pensate for reduced wages through the
lower cost of what wages buy or a reduced
cost of living. This process of adjustment
cannot in the complex situation follow a

logical order, but there must be a simul-
taneous yielding all along the line, a con-
cession in wages and concessions in prices
before the effect of a lessened cost of pro-
ducing has been fully realized. The dimin-
ished production is already a stubborn fact,
compelled by circumstances which neither
capital nor labor can control or long re-
gist, though both have contributed to
bringing them about. There is no such
thing possible as forcing renewed activity
and increased volume in production. It
can only be induced by making it easier,
by reducing cost and encouraging consump-
tion<

The alternative to lower wages and low-
er prices is less work and less business, not
only less than there was a few months ago,
which is already accomplished, but less
than there would otherwise be. The re-
sistance of organized labor to reducing
wages must inevitably increase the num-

ber of unemployed and the consequent suf-
fering, and delay recovery in industrial
activity, for organized labor has no power
to force production or prevent the curtail-
ment that inordinate cost has compelled.
The resistance of combined capital, “in the
form of trust or otherwise,” to a reduction
of prices can only have a gimilar effect in
hampering recovery for a wide range of
irdustries and for all business that depends
upon normal industrial activity. Every
day we are getting reports of the great
number of working men in enforced idle-
ness, and there are appeals to governing
authorities to make work for the unem-
ployed, while organizations for charitable
aid are overwhelmed with demands for re-
lief for the deserving who can get no work.
There should be a co-operation of all con-
cerned to relieve this situation as speedily
and as rapidly as possible by the only
means by which it can be done.

In occupations where unions can exer-
cise little or no power of resistance wages
have already come down, with the ‘result
of keeping more men at work than could
otherwise be employed. Where resistance
is successfully exercised by unions all the
men that can be-spared are laid off and
they are numbered by many thousands on
railroads, in workshops and factories, at
the terminals of traffic and in the building
trades. The number of the unemployed
and the hardships of those dependent upon
them are seriously aggravated by this ob-
stinate policy of opposing wage-reduction,
and yet that policy is bound to be futile in
the end. The railroads are being forced
to heavy reduction of operating expenses
and must consider the question of reducing
wages, though any conflict with unions' i8
embarrassing to them because they cannot
¢ghut down” or curtail operation more
than diminished traffic justifies. In thes
building trades a general réduction is be-
ginning and will have to be submitted to
or the loss of employment will be greater
and more prolonged.

In like manner in those industries and
lines of business where competition is un-
hampered or only slightly restrained by
capital combinations or agreements prices

have already yielded with the result of
some relief and the process of adjustment
to a lower level is under way. 1t is only
where trusts have a large control that re-|
sistance is effective and there the result
is to keep production from reviving, to
of employment who might
it, and seriously to retard
for which all industries and
all trades are painfully waiting. The great-
st offender, because it-is the one in posi-
tion to exercise the largest power and do
the most harm, is the Steel Trust, which
ix able to coerce or induce its few influen- |
tial rivals in

otherwise find
that recovery

the business to co-operate
with it in holding up prices, and therebyl
hampering every industry and trade and all'
traffic dependent upon it for materials and
supplies, and keeping a stifling blanket up-
on exhausted business in its effort to re-
cover strength.

Sans Soucl,

Although I may drink deep today
of sorrow,

11 not debate with flippant fate,
But toast a glad tomorrow.

Then here's a laugh, though I may quaff
The hemlock’s poisoned potion;

The only sails untouched by gales
Cruise on a painted ocean.

Away with woe that crouches low
And whines a doleful story;
Travailing night, with dawn’s gray light,
Brings forth her child in glory.

The cares that fret when ills beset
Are merely April showers,

That rain on life enough of strife
To beautify its flowers.

There blooms a rose for every rose,
And dewdrops joy in weeping;
For every heart there lives & heart
Somewhere, that love is keeping.
—The Bohemian.

HIS JOKE.

De Style—“What makes you think Got-
roz has almost finished the cigars his wife
gave him for Christmas?”’

Gunbusta—Why, I met him today, and
he said he was almost at the end of his
rope.”’—Harper’s Weekly.

A SAD PART.

Howell—What kind
Rowell in the new play?”’

of a part Has

| pow drawing London

Square, St. John, N. B.

4 Grave Danger.

(Montreal Gazette.)

On the first page of its issue.of Fri-
day last the St. John Sun, the Laurier
organ in New Brunswick, said:

“For more than a year past signs have
indicated that the provincial Ppc ‘itical
battle fixed for March 3rd would, .} most
counties, be fought on Dominiow lines.
Why should it not be?”

And on the editorial page there ap-
peared:

“The city will learn with gratification
of the energy with which the Minister
of Public Works and his engineers are
pushing forward the preliminary work
for the construction by the government
of the mew wharf on the West Bide.
The absence of hesitation and delay which
has marked their efforts is somewhat un-
usual here and will not lack appreciation.
The completion of the wharf in time for
next season’s traffic is now assured, and
that without & penny of cost to the tax-
payers of St. John. Dr. Pugsley is a re-
presentative worth having and worth sup-
porting.”

In every year in which a general elec
tion is held for the House of Commons
the expenditure of the Government, and
particularly that of two of its largest
spending departments, Public Works and
Railways and Canals, is enormously in-
creased. The expenditure is incurred for
the purpose of assisting in the election
of Government supporters. The system
is bad. No one can be ‘found willing to
openly support it. Yet not content with
applying it to Dominion elections, the
Laurier Government has taken the pro-
vincial governments under its wing and
purposes financing their general elections,
just as it finances its own. The method
may appeal to people who enjoy being
bribed with their own money. (]
thoughtful observers the situation must
appear most alarming. '

Canada and the Old Land.

(Canadian Gazette, London).

Everyone in the Anglo-Canadian werld
knows Mr. Frederick Williams Taylor, the
manager of the Bank of Montreal in London,
who presided at the Canada Club dinner last
(Wednesday) night at the Hotel Ritz. He is
an interesting type of the successful Cana-
dian, the man who, relying on his own men-
tal and physical resources, becomes
his fortieth birthday a power in his partioular
calling. Born at Moncton, New Brunswick,
In 1863, of North of Ireland and United Efh-
g{ro Loyalist parentage, Mr. Taylor left the

igh Bchool at 15 to enter the bank’s service
in his native town. Before he was 18 he was
filling one of the heaviest téller’s positions in
in the bank, namely, that at St. John, New
Brunswick. He passed thence to Halifax,
where he won his spurs as oarsman, runner,
footballer, etc., and after four years as telles
In Montreal, he was promoted to Picton, On
tario, as accountant. So varied an experi-
ence in the banking life of the three oldest
provinces was of inestimable benefit._

* * * -

“Opportunity never knocks twice.”” It came
to Mr. Taylor at Peterborough, Ontario, when
the ill-health of his manager placed him in
charge of the bank at the age of 28. He was
soon promoted to the managership at Deser-
onto, Ontario, where he had the opportunity
of mastering the intricacies of one of Can-
ada’'s greatest industries, the lumber busi-
ness. A promotion to the head office posi-
tion of assistant inspector of branches took
him again to Montreal in 1896, and for the
next few years his duties brought him into
close touch with the then 90 branches of the
bank and with the leading men of affairs of
Canada, Newfoundland, and the larger United
States cities. The justice he did to his op~
portunities led to a speclal mission to-Chicago
where he was given charge of that important
branch of his bank in that typical American
metropolis of the middle west. For seventeen
months he worked in that hot-bed of ‘‘fren~
zied finance,”’ and nearly three years ago
came to London, where the Bank of Montreal
has its most important branch, to fill the
position made vacant by the regrettable ill-
ness of Mr. Alexnnd*er ‘m*ng.

Sir Gilbert Parker began life in the com-
any of pills and medicines in Canada. As
is father had plenty of other mouths to 1,
he secured .employment as a doctor’s dispen-

) sary assistant, and he also attended his em-

ployer when he performed operations. He
studied medicine and surgery, but after two
years became disgusted with the eight of
human suffering and the smell of drugs and
blood, and gave up all thought of becom
a practitioner, entering a Church of Englan
school to prepare himself for the career long
dreamed of for him by his parents. ‘While
at this school and in Trinity College, To-
ronto, he found his recreation in frequent
trips into the wilds. In the year that he
reached his majority, Sir Gilbert passed hi#
examination for the church, and was all ready
to be made a deacon, when he suddenly de-
cided that literature was his fleld. Then his
health broke down, and he began his world
wanderings.
* 0w

Capada can claim as her son Lord Pirrie,
who has just been appointed comptroller of
the ice-regal household at Dublin, as he was
born at Quebec in 1847. Lord Pirrie is best
known’ as the chairman of the great ship-
bullding firm of Harland and Wolff at Bel-
fast. e

The Australian bush has found its expr
ent on the English stage in the person of .
E. W. Hornung, whose play, Stingaree,
audiences to .
Queens Theatre. It is an affair of pisto
When will Canada also come to hef own a
the London theatre? How thrilling a stage
romance might not be founded upon thox
novel, Hearts and Creeds, of which we gave
the flavor in last week’'s Canadian Gazettex

* * *

THE PERFECT EMIGRANT.

: .

The rhymster of the London Evening Newt
{s moved to sarcasm by the continuous rise
in Canada’s expectations in the way of emi-
grants. He declares that the descriptions oi
the kind of man wanted to emigrate to Can-
ada just now suggest the Admirable Crichton
who would make his way in any community,
and he proceeds in this fashion: -

The perfect emigrant should be
A stalwart chap of six foot three,
Filled with determination grim,
And wholly sound in wind and limb.
He should not ever be atraid

To turn his hand to any trade,
And he should further own a skill
In each commensurate with his will.

Moreover, he should simply yearn,
Not to instruct, but just to learn,
He should not put on British airs
Or ‘‘side’” about his home affairs.
He should be confident, and yet
As modest as the violet.

Given these traits, he, more or less,

May hope to meet with some success. .
L]
Free Veterinary Book
Be your owp~hor doctor. ook enable®
you to curell t kmmon ailments, ggr'

splint, spayin, la ss, etc. Preparg
wmaker$ of

Powell—“It is an emotional role fpr
him: in one act he has to refuse
drink.’—Harper’'s Weekly.

.That which a child says outside the housel ‘o4 n,. &Y C

be has learned within the house.

« Tuttle, Mgr., 32 S
ters; only temporar;
DCKER, South /Farmins
Nova Scotia.




