Paper Announoes Beginning of Invasion — Confme Operations|
te Seizing Soloniki Railway Unless Attacked by. Greek' Troops|
— Capture of Vama Prelude to New Effort for Constantinople
— French Success in Vosges Brilliant and Opportune Stroke.

Copenhagen, Dec. 22, via

London, Dec. 23. — The

Deutsch Tages Zeitung of Berlin, a copy of which has been
received here, says that Bulgarian troops are entering Greek

ferritory, but that if they are

not attacked by Greek troops

they will confine their operations to seizing the Saloniki rail-

way.

“London, Dec. 23

REATES FAVOHABLE IMPRESSION IN ATHENS.
23.—An Athens despatch to 'Reuter’s

Telegram Company, dated Tuesday evening says:

“News of the landing of Russian forces (at Varna) has
created a favorable impression and as correcting as erroeous
ideas of the Entente leniency towards Bulgaria.”

London, Dec. 22—The second Am-
erican note to Austria shared the
leading positions 4n the late London

mewspapers with the reports of the
Russian success at Varna, Bulgaria's

"/" chietf sea port,

The note appeared here too late for
extended editorial comment, but the
headlines. reflected the opinions—
“note couched in sharper tone;” Al
discussion about details swept aside;
possible.”

‘Up to a late hour there waes no
official confirmation of the report of
the Rimssian occupation ef Varna, if
true, is, according to the .London
editors, “one of the greatest moves
of the present war.”

The same critics believe that the
mmauuuvmhthan-
lde to a new effort for (

S which is less than 160 miles]|

1

pt.

‘the western front the success of

French at Hartmann-Weilerkopf,
in the Vosges, is regarded in the
{ Allied capitals as not only a brilliant,

t a useful, operation at .a point

Here the situation has been most

ificult for many months. The mum-
Dbeér of prisoners is the largest on the
west front since the great Champagne
1nos offensive.

The English public. takes much
pride in the manner in which Aus-
tralia has taken the withdrawal from
Gallipoll, This attitude is summed up
by an Australian newspaper in the
words of Lincoln’s Gettysburg speech:

“We here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain; that
this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom.”

The most important developments of
the evening in Great Britain were an
appeal by the leading bankerg to the
nation to unite in the task of meeting
the war's financial requirements, and
a speech by David Lloyd George, the
minister of munitions, at Newcastle,
tg the trade union officials of the coun-
try, appealing to them for assistance
in obtaining 80,000 skilled workers,
which he demanded in his speech in
parllament a few days ago.

The reports of the Reichstag discus-
“sions, have aroused some interest in
the Entente capitals, where the So-

g’ attitude is being closely fol-

. many believing that some sec-
tions of the Socialist group in Ger-
ymany may prove to be the ultimate
channel of peace npegotiations, A
Copenhagen despatch declares that the
Socialist party in Germany is now com-
pletely divided, twenty-one members
having seceded and formed a new
party, with an independent organiza-
tion,

Forty Warships in Bombardment of
Varna,

London, Dec. 23 here is 'still no
confinmation of the reported Russian
fanding et Varna. ‘A Bucharest des-

m the Tim®s, dated December

“A umhn fleet of about forty ves-
sels yesterday mornins
{Monday) off Cape Kailiakra, and pro-
ceeded In the dirgetion of Varna,
whence a violent bombardment was
heard., Nothing was visible owing to
the fog.

“Aecording to official reports, four

warships and two torpedo boats
fn the bombardment with

. The shore batteries re-
¥ m firing lasted from e‘ght to
in the morning, then ceas-
owing to the fog, and

night, our artillery and air crgft
effectively bombarded Fort Por, of
the Ladaro group..

“Two enemy aeroplanes, which
went up in the cburse of the action,
were attacked and forced to retreat.

“In the Terragnole Valley detach-
ments of the enemy’s artillery which
attempted to approach our positions
were counter-attacked and repulsed.
leaving some prisoners.

“In the Sugana Valley our artillery
fired on the railway station at Ledico,
where movements of troops were re-
ported. On the Asiago Plateau Tues-
day, an enemy aeroplane offered a
mark for our artillery and was fore-
ed to land by reason of damage done
its engines.

mlutomm.o, -
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enemy aircraft against our positiohs
at Podgora and opposn.e Pnnma No
damage was done.”

French Take 1,300 Prisoners.

Paris, Dec. 22.—The following -of-
fical communication was issued by
the war office tonight:

“In Belgium the artillery displayed
activity in the region of Hetsas and
Boesinghe. To the south of Arras
there has been successful sheélling
around Bearains,. We pexploded a
enemy trench along the road to
Lille. %

“Before Dannecourt, in the nregion
of Roye, a strong German patrol
taken under vur fire, fled, abandoning
several wounded.

“On the heights of the Meuse, in
the sector of the Bouchot wood, dur
batteries violently bombarded the ad-
verse trenches and caused the ex-
plosion of a munitions depol, -

“In the Vosges, at Hartmanns-Weil-
erkopf, after a series of local actions
the enemy gained a footing in one sec-
tion of the trenches which we captur-
ed yesterday and which were held by
our advanced detachmgnts. The
number of German prisoners taken
at this point surpasses 1,300.

“The Belgian official communica-
tion reads:

“Our batteries have been very ac-
Hve today. They bombarded the
German posts on the left bank of the
Yser as well as the cantonments at
Eessen,

“To the morth of Dixmude, our
heavy guns completed the destruction
of the blockhouse overturned yester-
day, which’ the enemy attompted to
repair.”

&
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Probably the Yasaka Maru.

London, Dec, 23.—~The new Japanese
liner Yasaka Maru, which sailed from
London recently for Japan, and passed
Gibraltar Déc. 12 probably is the ves-
sel reported in the Paris despatch at
the Sada Maru, which has been sunk
in the Mediterranean by an Austrian
or German submarine.

A despatch to Reuters Telegram
Company from Port Said, received
|early this morning says:

“The Yasaka Maru sank in 46 min-
utes. ‘Perfect discipline prevalled
among the passengers and crew, and
all lives were saved.”

The Yasaka Maru was a. vessel of
6,879 tons met.

Austrian Report,

Vienna, via London, Dec, 22.-—The
following official communication was
issued today:

“Russgian theatre: At some points
there have been artillery encounters

-land skirmishes,

opened
frontier near

On The Italian Front.
ﬁ.uu London, Dec. 22. X he
general hudquurterl today reads as
follows:
“In ‘Gludigaria Valley on: Monday

ol

“Italian theatre: The activity of the
Italian artillery against the Tyrol
southern front continues. On the oth-
er fronts there have been some isolat-
ed artillery combats. An attack of one
eremy company near Dolje, on the Tol.
niino bridgehead, collapsed before our
fire,

“Southeastern theatre: ,Neu' Ipek,

. The pilot was ‘captured. |
"Ontborutoftho!nlttﬁnllu

|

GEANAN REPLY
NOT FOR THE
PUBLIG YET

Because of Possible Bearing
Upon Issues Involved  in
Lusitania and Ancona Cases

State Department Withholds|.

Reply on Frye Cas‘e.

Washington, Dec, 22.—Because of
its possible bearing upon the open is-
sues involved in the Lusitania and
Ancona cases, the State Department
will not make public the detalls of
Germany’s reply to the last American
note regarding the sinking of the Am-
erican ship Willlem P, Frye,

‘ﬂn rman’ government to
wards the Américan suggestion that

the requirements of ‘the Peclaration
of London, that “before the vessel is
destroyed all persons on board must
be placed in safety,” was not satisfied
by merely giving an opportunity for
escape in lifeboats on the open sea.
The full text of the German note
now has been received through the
mails from Ambassador Gerard, it was
admitted today at the State Depart-
ment, but officials declined to say
what response was made to this im-
portant suggestion. It was intimated
in some quarters that as to agree to
the American view at this time might
seem to prejudice the Austrian case in
regard to the Ancone, in addition to
having a bearing upon the Lausitania
negotiations, the German government
probably had not conceded the point.
So far as the Frye case is concer
ed, this point is not directly involved,
a8 the créew of the Frye was taken
aboard the German commerce destroy-
er which sank the ship. Therefore,
it is thought that the subejct may be
discugsed as a separate question, or
perhaps in connection with the prac-
tice of submarine warfare, as involv-
ed in the Lusitania case.

we recently found ‘sixty-nine guns
which had been hidden in the ground
by the Serbians.”

An Important Stroke ®

Paris, Deec. 22—The successful ac-
tion of the French at Hartmann-Weil-
erkopt was made for the purpose of
bringing to an end a situation which
the French regarded as intolerable.
On the summit of this mountain there
had been incessant firing by both
sides, The trenches were separated
by only a very small distance. The
result of this fighting was an appreci
able loss of men each day.

The French success resulted from
careful artillery preparation and the
dashing onslaught of the troops. The
Germans-have been forced back some
distance on the eastern slopes of the
mountain.

ALLOTMENT
OF WAR LOAN
COMPLETE

Chartered Banks Cut Down to
About Eighty Per Cent. of
Their Subscriptions,

8pecial to The Stlndard.
Ottaws, Dec,
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Gen, Sir Archibald Murray has hm';‘p-
Monro as British commander at the

ficlal statement fssued this atternoon.
béen appointed in command of the first Bri-

uccessjon to Sir Douglaé Halg.

.

nent follows:
Haig having assumed supreme commiand of the

Britigh forces I
succeed him in co
b

and Flanders, Gen. Sir Charles Monro will
of the first army,
d Murray, chief of the

imperial -~ general '

28 Monro,
n Robertson, now chief of the general staff in

France, will become
temporary rank of
puty,

“Major General L,
il general staff, will'd

‘Ilcer of the imperial general staff, wlth the
‘with Major General W, Whigham, u his de

igell, now ‘assistant to the chief of the imper-
e chief of the general staff of Sir Douglas
/

\

ill Shirk No

nor at 110th Dinner of New Eng-

, Gives

hoping that swnts of the mext twelve
months will lead to an abiding peace,
is fully determined to spare no effort
and shrink from no sacrifice to make
triumphant the cause of the Ajlies—
the. freedom of the world,” declared
8ir Robert Laird Borden, the Cana-
dian premier, in an address tonight at
the 110th dinner of the New England
Society in New York. Recounting
what sacrifices Canada has already
made, Premier Borden said it stood
ready to make still more, “firm in the
conviction that humanity's struggle
sgainst the enthronement of forge
above right will not be in vain.’

Premeir Borden was cheered enthu-
glastically throughout his address,
which was the first formal speesh de-
livered by him in the United States
since the outbreak of the war. The
banquet hall was decorated with Am-
ericar and Pritish flags, while the or
|clws.rn played the nadtional airs of
Arcerica and Great Britain.

After a toast to President Wilson,
was drupk, amid cheering, President
Francis Lyndestson introduced Pre-
mier Borden.

After reverting to his own intimate
associaticns with New England life,
Premier Borden told how Canada had
redeemed the pledge made to the
Unfted Kingdom at the outbreak of
the present war.

“We take part in this struggle be-
caugse the destiny of the .world-wide
British commonwealth is our destiny,”
sald the premier, ‘because as one of
its greatest nations we are determined
to preserve its power and its influ-
ence; and because we comceive that,
as one of those nations, there is for
us the highest opportunity to advance
the cause of humanity and civiliza-
tioh, to do our part worthily in the
world's work.” :

The premier declared that the Can-
adias people were determined, with
the mother country, “to carry on the
struggle to a successful conclusion.”

Sir Robert first referred tb his quadi-
fications for membership in the New
England Club. He believed himseit
eligible under the requirements, as his
ancestors, for a century and a quarter
had lMved in New England. Chlefly of
New England ancestry, he said, were
those who colonized eastern Nova Sco-
tia, and the influence of that ancestry
is still ynmistakeable. Their ideals of
self-government prevailed in the Am-
napolis Valley from the time the col-
onists “settled down in the last half
of the eighteenth century” until’ 1878,

“Between the Maritime Provinces of
Bastern Canada and the New England
States,” Sir Robert said, “there has
been, during the past fifty vears, a
very close relation. Many Maritime
Province young people,” he said,
“came to the eastern states to find
employment, and many Nova Scotians
came to Harverd or Yale for an educa-
I ————————— TN
one hundred million dollar war loan
is mow complete. All subsoribers have
been allotted their subscriptions 'in
full, with the exception of the char-
fered banks, who have been cut down
to about eighty per cent of their =ub-
soription of iwenty-five willions,

Stirring “Address on

whitle{ on the other hand, many
students from New Bugland attended
seats of leaming in Nova Scotla and
New Brunswick.

Canada in the Waer

After referring to the confederation
of the Canadian provinces, Sir Robert
came to the outbreak of the war, and
the decigion of Canada's government
to participate on the side of the Brit-
ish Empire in that struggle, Sir Rob-
ent sald:

“To the Canadian people, immersed
in the pursuit of material development
there came, little more than a year
ago, a call and a test which sehrched
and tried the spirit of the nation. Un-
il then Canada had kmown little of the
actualities of war for g century. The
course which she should pursue was
entirely* within the judgment and dis-
position of her pariament and people.
From the first’ there was mwot the slight.
est 'hesitation,

“I do mot propose to argue or affirm
the justice of our cause. The great
controlling facts have been firmly es-
tablished, and they are widely kmown.
Upon these facts the people of the
neutral nations must find their own
conclusions.”

The Canadian people are impressed,
Premier Borden told his audience, with
the most earnest and intense convic-
tion that thelr cause is just, and that
it will prevail., They are convinced, be-
yond Yuestion, that the conflict is of
vastly wider significance than its con-
cern to the British Empire, and that
its determination must exercise a pro-
found influence upon the world's fu.
ture.

“Is not this an inspiring record, af-
ter all the aspiration, the effort and
the sacrifice of a thousand years. AW
the lives sacrificed and all the treas-
ures expengled in this struggle, will
thave been in vain if humanity must
still endure so intolerable a restraint,
added to the staggering burden which
this conflict dtself will entail wpon all
the warring nations.

“Realizing to the full the tragedy of
this war, we in Qanada pray that ‘the
whirling loom of time’ may weave the
migty evemnts of the mext 12 months
into an abiding peace. But there is
with us the most intense conviction
that the cause for which we fight does
truly concern the freedom of the wonld
and that there can be no enduring
peace untilit fully prevails. We have
faith that this war heralds the regener
ation of our civilization, founded as it

is upon so many centuries of aspira-}’

tion, endeavor and macrifice; faith also
that humanity’s struggle against ene
thronement of force above right wil
not be im vain.”

Russlan Report

Petrograd, Dec. via London, Dec.
23—The following official communica-
tion from Eeneral headquarters was
issued today:

“In the Riga district our artillery
successfully cannonaded German aero
planes. and captive balloons. Near
Shlok, on the Island of Dalen, an ar-
tillery duel resulted in our favor.”
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Result of Investigation Into Glououter County Public Works
Shows Paltry Character of Mr. Veniot’s Charges—Small

% Sums of Money Involved and in

Most Cases Province

"Sustained No Loss-Whatever—Tangle due to lgnorance
and Incapacity of few Minor Officials.

Attorney-General Baxter, last night,
handed The Standard a copy of the
report of W.: B. Chandler, K. C., who
was appointed by the Provincial Gov-
ernment as a commissioner to inves-
tigate cérfain charges made by Peter

J. Venoit, and having to do with pub-|

lic work in Gloucester ceunty. The
report is published in full on pages
10 and 11 of this issue,

The . Commissioner dealt  with
eleven cases, and submitted a detail-
ed report in each case. In his intro-
duction he says: .

“At the outset of my investigation
| madé some enquiries into the opera-
tidns of the Departments of Public
Works, of Lands and Mines, of Agri-
culture and of the Provincial Secre-
tary-Treasurer ‘of the Province of
New  Brunswick, and into the opera-
tions of the said Departments, but |
could not find any instances of in-
efficiency, incapacity, Irregularity,
digshonesty or wrong-doing on the ptrt
a' [any ingide official  or

minfetration of th of ¥
:xllo sérvice, with this possibie ex-
ception.

“Soon after my appointment as
Commissioner | took the evidence of
I Thomas G. Loggie,. Esquire, Deputy
{ Minister of Lands and Mines, and he
called my attention to the fact that
steps might, in his judgment, be tak-
en which would promote the efficiency
ofithe Departments of Lands and

LLOYD GEORGE
APPEALS T0 THE

TRADES UNIDNS

To Relax
His Task of Speeding up the
Output of War Supplies.

Newcastle, England, Oec ~Lioyd
George, the munitions minister, to-
night addressed a meeting attended by
900 trades union officials, The min-
ister trged the amendment of the
trades union mules in order to permit
the employment of a percentage of
unskilled men with skilled men in the
munitions trade, The meeting was pri-
vate, but the following report of it was
supplied to the press:

“Mr. Lioyd George had a most en-
thusiastic and condial reception. He
pointed out to his hearers the necessi-
ty of proceeding with the scheme the
labor supply committee had suggest-
ed. He explained that only in this
way was it possible to get men neces-
sary for the new arsenals, which the
ministry is building for the supply of
guns and projectiles.

“At the end of his speech numerous
questions were asked, which M¥. Lloyd
George sald he was very glad to an-
swer, It was stated that the sugges:
tions of the minister were very well
received by the men.”

1 ——e e
300 to 600 Women Killed when Pow-
der Mill Was Wrecked.

London, Dec. 22.—According to ad-
vice to the Amsterdam Telegraaf, for
warded by Reuters correspondent, &
powder factory and geveral ammuni-
tion depots at Muenster, Westphalif,
have been blown up.

Great damage was done to the town,
the newspaper adds,

Later advices from Amsterdam state
that according to aceounts recelved
there, 300 of the 600 womén employed
in the Muensteér Powder Mill were kil-
led,

Mines. wr. Loggie also told me that
he had reported with respect to these
matters to the Hon. Mr. Clarke, the
head of the Department, and that
some of his suggestions had been car-
ried out'and that others were being
considered by the head of the Depart-
ment.

“Under these circumstances | do
not think it necessary for me to go
into detalls as to the suggestidng
made by Mr. Loggie.

“Mr. Loggie's suggestions dealt
with the improvement of the effici-
ency of the staff of the Department,
and he stated that no cases of actual
dishonesty or wrongdoing on the
part of the Staff had come under hig
notice.

The first matier enquired into was
a charge made by E. 8, Carter regard-
ing the payment of $2,903.32 by the
Dalhgusie Lumber Company, Ltd. in
the year 1912. Several witnesses were
examined and the evidence developed
that the cheque for the amount, which

wu for otumm due, was made 'pay~
g ‘the

i Lumber Com-~
pany to liquidate a rebate due that
company from the Department of
Lands and, Mines.

The arrangement was made by W.
H. Berry, then chief scaler and the
Commissioner found that while the
turning over of the cheque from the
Dalhousie Company to the Miramichi
Company was irregular, the province
Jost no money by the transaction.

Continued on page seven.

AN

NO TIME T0
INTERVENE

Inopportune for Swiss Govern-
ment to Offer Good Offi
for Peace  Negotiations,
Member of Parliament D
clares.

es

Rules to Facilitate}

Paris, Dec. : The Swiss federa:
council believes that this ig not ihe
proper time to offer its good oflices to
belligerents for the negotiations of an
armistice, or preparations for pea
negotiations, according to a declara-
tion made in the Syiss parliament to-
day by M. ad of the polin-
cal department of the federal counc il,
as quoted in a Havas despatch frowm
Berne, '

M. Hoffman's declaration was made
in reply to an interpellation by M.
Greulich, representing the Socialist
group, who said he was satisfied with
the answer of the federal council,
adds the despatch, and there was no
debate.

M. Hoffman, according to the corres-
pondent, said, that the course of
events would be followed with the
greatest attention.

“We will be glad,” his quoted re-
marks continue, “if, moved by sym-
pathy for the bellegerents, and faith-
ful to its traditiong of neutrality, our
little country, can, if only in a small
measure, contribute with complete
disinterestedness to the ne-establish-
ment of a durable peace, so much de-
gired. As long, however, as the bel-
ligerents themselves have not express
ed a desire for poace all intervention
on the part of strangers will not only
be sterile, but inopportune, and con-
sidered unfriendly ioterfer A
peace proposal could thus prejudice
the cause of peace.”

Hoffman,




