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STANZAS— Composed during a Tempest.
BY BERNARD BARTON.
Dazzring may seem the noontide sky,
Tts arch of agure shewing 3
Aod lovely to the gager's eye
The west, at sunset glowing.

Splendid the east—at moraing brighe,
Soft mooolight on the ocean j—

But glorious is the bushed delight

 Born in the storm’s commotion !

To see the dark and lowering cloud
By vivid lightning riven,—

To hear the answer, stern and proud,
By echoing thuaders given ;—

To feel, in such a scene and hour,
~'Mid all that each discloses—
The presence of that viewless Power

Qa whom the world reposes ;—

This, to the heart, is more than all
Mere beauty can bring o’er it;
Thought—feeling—faney own its ibrail,
* And joy is hushed before it!

Rt

HYMN.—By Bisnor Heser.

By cool Siloum’s shady rill,
How sweet the lily grows ;

How aweet the breath beneath the hill
Of Sharon’s. dewy rose.

Lo. such tbe child whose early feet
The paths of peuce bave trod ;

Whose secret heart, with influence sweet,
s upwards drawa to God.

‘By coo! Siloam’s shady rill
The lily most decay :

The rose that blooms beneath the hill
Must shorily fade away.

4Aod soon, 100 soon, the wintry hous
Of maa’s maturer age, ; ’

Will shake the soul with sorrow's power,
And stormy passiou’s ruge!

O Thou whose Infant feet were fovnd
Within thy Father’s shrine !

‘Whose years, with changeless virtue crowa'd
Were all.alike divioe ;

Dependent on Thy bounteous breath,
We seek Thy grace alone,

10 childhood, mavhood, aze aod death,
To keep us still thy own,

From the Memoirs of Allen Gray.

Ob safily sleep, my bonny baira,
Rock’d oo this breast o’ mine 3
The heart that beaits sae sair withio,

'Will not awakeo thioe,

Lie still, lie still, yo caoker'd thochts,
< That such late watches keep,
And if ye break the mother’s heart,
Yet et the baby sfeep.

Sieep on, sleep on, my ae, ae baira,
_ Nor loek sae wae on me,
As if ye felt the bitter tear

That blins thy motber’s ea.

Dry up.dry op, ye saot, saut tears,
Lest on my bairn ye dreep,

‘An’ break io silence, waefu’ beart,
An’ let my baby slerp. .

THH MISOCHLLANIST.

THE DEATH OF MAJOR LAING.

The foilowing interesting letter, writien from Tim-
buctoo by Major Laiog the day before his departure
from that city, and a few days before his death, aod
the aecount which follows of his death, we copy from
the Londen Standard of Jan. 27, where they are credi-
ted 10 an ariicle by Mr. Barrow in the Quarterly Re-
view, which was 10 be published on the following day.
1t appears that the_papers of Major Laing referred (o
1o the lIatter part of this article, have not been recover-
ed, but there is some faint hope that they may yet be.
as an Arab who carried a correct accouot of the mui-
der 1o the English consul at Magadore, said thata
friend of bis had books, not printed but writteo, that
belonged to the Cbristinn, and he thosght he could get
them. He was of course encouraged by the consul to

_make the attempt.~-Phil. Nat. Gaz.

TimBucToo, Sept. 21, 1826.

My dear Consul—A very short epistle must serve (0
apprise you, as well as my dearest Emma, of my arri-
val atand depariuré from the great capital of entral
Africa ; the former of which events took place the
8th ult. —the latter will take place, God willing, to-
worrow morning. I have abandoned all thoughts of
retracing my steps to Tripoli, and came bere with an
fntention of proceeding to Jeane by water ; but this in-
tention has been entirely upset, and my situation.io
Timbuctoo rendered extremeiy uunsafe, by the un-
friendly disposition of the Foolahs of Massina, who,
have this year upset the dominion of the Tuarie, and
made themselves patrons of Timbuctoo, and whose
Sulian, Bellg, has expressed his hostility towards me
in nO unequivocal terms, in a letier which Al Saidi
Boubokar, tne Sheik of this toawn, received from him a
few days after my arrival. He bas uow got intelli-
geace of my being in Timbuctao, and as a party of
Foolahs are hourly expected, Al Saidi Boubokar, who
is an excellent, good man, and who trembles for iy
safety, bassirongly urged my departure; and, I am
sorry (o say, that the notice hasbeen so short, aod I
have so much to do previous to going away, that this is
t1he only communication [ shall. for the present be able
to make. Mgy destination is Sego, whither I hope to
arrive in fifteen days; but I regret i say the soad is
a vile one, and my perils are pot yel at noend; but
my trost is in God, who has hitherto Lorue me up
amidst the severest trials, and protecied me amidst pu-
meroas dangers (0 Which I have heen exposed. lhave
o time o give you any account of Timbactoo, but shall
briey siate that in every other respect except in size
(which does not exceed four miles (nﬂcircum(ﬂence.)
it has completely met my expectations. Kalra is only
five miles distant, and is u neat town, situnted on the
«ery margin of the river. - I'bave been busily employ-
ed during my stay searching the records of the town,
which are very abundant, aud in acquiriog information
of every kiad ; nor is it with any common degree of sa-
tisfaction that I say my perseverence has been amply
sewarded. [ am now convinced that my hypothesis
concerning the termination. of the Niger is correct.

_ May God blessyou all! I shall write you fully from
Sego, as also my Lord Bathorst, and I rather appre.
head that both letters will reach you at the same tiuwe,
as nove of the Ghadamis merchaats leave Timbuctoo
for two months 10 come. Again, may God bless you
all; My dear Emma must excuse my writing. 1 have
begun a-hoodred letters to her, but have been unable to
getthrough une, Sheis ever uppermostin mythouvghts;

_aod 1 look forward with delight to the bour of our
meeting, which, please God, isnow at no great dis-
sance.”

This letter was left behiad at Timbuctoo, and ap-
pears to have been brought by the nephew of Bubani,
together -with an jmportant document in: Atabic, of
which the following is 1be substance : —

4« About & month after their safe apjival at Timbue-

~{eountry. Ao Arsb wok me

SAINT JOHN, TUESDAY, APRIL 7,

1829.

!
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Lord and sovereign of all these countries, wrote a let-
ter to his lievteoant-governor Osman coataining as
follows : — S

* I have beard that a Christian intends coming to
you ; but whether be has already arrived or not, I da
uot koow. You most prevent him from arriviog, i he
bas not reached vou; aod if he has you must expel
him the country insuch a manner as 10 leave him oo
hope of returning to our countries, because | have re-
ceived a leuter from the tribe of Foudal, containiog a
enution against allowing Chiistians (o come into the
Musselman couniries in Soudan; which letier was
written in the East and contained ao account of the
wischiefs and impieties by which they have corrupied
Spaio and other countries.’’ .

“ When governor Osman received this letter, he
conld not but obey it. He therefore engaged. a Sheik
of the Arabs of the deser’ named Ahmed, of Soliman
Barboeshi, to goout with the Christian, asd protect
him as far Arevan. Barboosbi accordingly went with
him from Timbuctoo 3 but on his arrivieg at bis own
residence, be treacherously murdered biw, and took
possession of all his property. This is withio our
knowledge. We know the affair. and have seen the
leiter of the Piince of the Faithful, Suliun Abmed

| Labo.”

The document is attested jno Timbuctoo by fifteen
signutures. The following examination by the British
Consul, of Bungola, who represeots himself as the ser-
vant of the late Major Laing, gives the catastrophe of
this melancholy story.

** What is yosr name ? Bungola. Were you Major
Laiog’s servant? Yes. { Aod he produced the follow-
ing paper.] ** A%oap, 2d July, 1826.

**'[ promise to pay the bearer, Buvgola, the sum of
six dollars per month, from the 15th December, 1825,
till my return to Ghadawis ; or on the failure of that
event, till the 16th December, 1826; previously de-
ducting fifty dollars which I paid for his freedom.

** A. Gorpon Laing."”

* Were you with Major Laing at ihe first attack ?

* Yes, and wounded. (showing his bead.)

“'Did you remaio with him at Moktars? Yes.

* Did you accompany him from thence to Ti:abue-
to0? Yes, 3

» How was he received at Timbuctoo ? Well.

@ jgw long did he remain at Timbucico ? About
two months. '

* Did you leave Timbuctoo with Major Laing ? Yes.

% Who went with you ? A koffle of Arabs.

“ In what direction did you go? ‘The sun wason
my right cheek. /

ndix.

* Did you see any water, and were you molested ?
We saw 0o water, nor were we molested till he pight
ofthe third day, when the Arabs of the counlry at-
taCked and killed my waster.

© Was any ooe killed besides your master? I was
wounded, but caonot say that any were killed.

-+ Were you sleeping near your master } Yes.

¢ How many wounds bad your master ? I canoot say

—they were all with swords; and in the morping [
saw the head had been cut off.
+ Did the person who had charge of your master
commit the murder } Sheick Burbash, who accompa-
nied the Reis, killed him, being asisied by his black
servants by swords, wheo asleep. :

* What did the Skieick then do} He went oo fo bis
k to Timbuctoe.

* What property had your master when be was kil-
led? Two camels; one cairied the provisions; the
other carried my master and bis bags.

** Where were your qraster’s papers? In bis bag.

. “ Did you endeavour to preserve them ? | wasso
stonoed with the wound, I pever thought of the papers.

 Were the papers brought buck to Timbuctoo? I
dont know.

s This Arab thus deposes before the Kadi of Tripoli.

¢ Appeased before me, &c. &c. and maketh oath
according to the established form of the Mahomeddn
faith, Bungola, servant to the laie Major La ing, who
swears that he was with his master three days beyond
Timbuctoo, and saw his masier murdered, and thatbe
actually saw the head separated from the body.

+ Signed, &c, in preseuce of his Highoess's Minister,

H. D. GHIES.”

i'." Did you know whese you were going ? To San-

S——
[ From the Quebec Mercury.])

THE FISHERIES.
( From ** Emigration Practically Considered,” by A. C.
. Bucnasan, Esguire.)

Frequent allusion was made, before the late
Emigration Committee, to the advantage that
wight be derived from further encouragement
in the prosecution of the valuable Fisheries on
the coasts of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and
Gulf of St. Lawrence ; and it has been fre-
qoeotly remarked, that an increase of popula-
tion iu the maratime districts of those countries
would materially tend to great national benefit.
Now, Ewmigrauts from the South of Ireland,
(particalarly from the counties of Cork, Wa-
terford, and Kerry,) are well adapted, from
their native babits, far that purpose.

At present, the Americans are enabled, from
a combination of causes, not ouly to compete
with, but actually to outstrip, us in fishing on
the coast of our own territory ; and it cannot be
denied, that our liberality was extended too far
in our commercial treaties with the United
States and France upoo these points. - I do oot
see upon what grounds any foreign power shonld
be permitted to fish in any of our close waters ;
and in a geographical point of view, as far as
our territorial jarisdiction extends, I am dispo-
sed to think we are eatitled to exclasive sove-
reignty in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Straits
of Bellisle, as much as in the Irish Chaonel, be-
tween the Isle of Man and the Irish or Euglish
coast ; in fact, we should consider Cape Ray
on the Newfoundland coast, and Cape North io
Breton Island, the natural outlets of the River
St. Lawrence ou the sonth, and the Beliisle
Straits on the north. All the American fisher-
men frequent these waters, aod freely use 1he
Islands of Magdellan, and the Esquimaux and
Labrador shores, as well as nnmerous bays in
the west and north-west of Newfoundland, to
the manifest injory of the British fishermen ;
and this will, I fear, be the case until we intro-
duce additional popalation into Cape Breton,
the coast of New-Bruuswick, and Lower Ca-
nada bordering on the Gulf ;—by which means
a similar method (to that pursued by the Ame-
ricans inhabiting the State of Maine and Massa-
chussetts, which are the principal residence of
their fishermen) might be adopted, but with
much greater advantage to us, At present, the
bulk of the persons engaged in the North Ame-
rican fisheries are migratory from the South of

teo, [ Laiog and Youog Moktah] the Prince of the
Faitbful, Sultan Abmad Bea Mohammed Labo, thg

Ireland and ‘West of England—whole cargoes

of fishermen going out every spring from Wa-
terford, Pool, and other places. This most mi-
litate against the profit of the adventurer, iv ad-
dition to the expeuse of freight, aud many other
contingencies, independent ‘of engendering rest-
less and dissolute habits. On the contrary, the
following superior and economical system is par-
sued by the fishermea of the United States. -

Six 1o ten farmers join and build a sloop or
schooner in the wiater, of from 50 to 100 tons
burthen, which they get ready for sea by the first
of May ; and, after tilling and cropping their
farms, and each person supplying his quota of
provision, raised by thewmselves, and appoiuting
the most experienced amongst them as their cap-
tain, they set sail for the banks of Newfouud-
land, Gulf of St. Lawreace, or Labrador Coust.
They geverally mal:etup a full- cargo of fish in
about six weeks, aud perform the voyage alto-
gether in three moonths ; and on their return
find the harvest ripe, and all things ready to re-
commence their agricoltoral purspits. 'Thus, in
fact, do these hardy, frugal, and industrious
Americans, uot 'only reap a profitable crop on
shore, but carry ou an equally lucrative traffic
in fish from the ocean. s

It is well known, that to the Eastern States
the Aamerican Government looks for hardy sea-
men to man their navy, in the eveut of future
war; and the want of such a class of persons
would be materially felt jn the districts of our
Colonies, in the event of an appeul to arws, to
preserve the territory uuder the domiunion of the
British Crown.

The importance'of the grant of the Islands of
St. Peter’s and Miquillon, on the south of New-
foundlaud, and near the eutraoce of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, has (it appears to ‘me) uot been
duly considered. I'he Freoch makeithem a de-
pot for their manufactures, which are thus easily
introdaced iuto our Colonies, to the mauifest
injury of British interests.

‘The fine harbours of Louisburgh, in Cape
Breton Island, Gaspe, and Bay Chaleur, present
aurivalled sitvations for carrying ou fisheries up-
on those coasts; and also, between Anticosta
and the Labrador shores, the fine harbyur of
Mingia, and the Bay of Seveo Islands, lie easy
of access, and possess great facilities for forming
fishing settlements ; and “asylums would be
thereby afforded to the unfortunate wariuers,
who are by necessity compelled to take shelter
io those perilous seas (particularly, oun the ap-
proach of wiuter.) : .

i SRS

KICEING SMeNs. o
GuiLpnarr.—¢ Pleass your  Worship, I
waots a warrant : agen my: wife,” said a small,
lean, gray-haired, old man, addressing himself
to the sitting Magistrate, Mr. Alderman Key ;
¢ I vants a warraut agen her your Worship ;
for ralee she’s io such a terrible humour that I

dare pa go home."” .

¢ What has she done to you ?” asked the Al-
derman—*¢ has she threatened your life 2”7

She has, your Worship, many a time, replied
the old mao ; % though I didn’t think much of
that—for the truth is, my wife is a younger wo-
man than what I am a good deal ; but latterly
she's got such a nasty knack of kicking my shins,
that ralee I can’t bear it any longer ; [ can’tiv-
deed, your Worship.” .

¢ Bat what good will bringing her hare 10 2"
said the Alderwan ;—¢ I could only order her
to find bail ; and if she could oot do that, you
would not like to have herlock’d op, I suppose?”

¢ Why no,” replied the old man; [
shouldn’t like to have her lock’d up —nbt exact-
ly lock’d up as we wmay say ; butits a sad thiog
that an old man like me—after having been a

for twelve years and a quarter, and well known
and respected from one eud of the ward to the
other ;—its a sad thing an old man—and yet
not so zery old neither, for I ar’at much past
the three score, your Worship ; but it’s a sad
thing that an old man like me can’t go home
withoot having my shins kick’d by my wife !”

¢ Why so it is,” said the Alderman ; ¢ but
you know you took her for better or for worse;
and besides, as I said before, I can do nothing
with her butlock her vp if she cannot find bail ;
which would apswer no good purpose; for we
cannot keep her iv prisvn always ; and, when
she got out again, she would be in a worse hu-
wour thao she now is. [ thivk you bad better
apply to your friends, and get them (o make it
up between you.”

¢ Well, I'll £ry what can be done with her
in that way, your Worship,” said the old wan,
sighing very profoundly ; ¢ and if she wou’t
listen to reason, and keep her feet to herself,
why DIl give up every thing—though there’s
three rooms-ful of good goods—1’ll give up eve-
ry thing to her, so she will only give me my
clothes and let me go !”—And so saying, he
took up his hatand departed—a moving melan-
choly monument of miss-matched matrimony,

—~—oe—

Beavty or tHE Excrisn Law.—Itis the
character and the vice of the law of Eogland to
deal in specialities ; it is shaped on po broad
principles, but adapted to particulor cases,
The consequence is, that between the speciali-
ties there are amply wide gaps for escape,—
Embezzlement is observed to be a frequent of-
fence of clerks and servants : the legislature ac-
cordingly framed a law not comprehending em-
bezzlemeut ia all its forms, by whomsoever com-
mitted, but embezzlement by clerks and ser-
vants, M. Austinisindicted for embezzlement,
and acquitted becanse he comes neither under the
description of a clerk nor a servant ! This is the

'beauty of the Eaglish law. -Now another law

will be made, comprebeunding the embezzle-

watchman iu one ward—the Cordwainers’ ward,

ment of treasarers for trusts, deputy treasurers,
agents , or others, and this will do til¥wme unde-
scribed character embezzles, when there will bé
aoother failure of justice, and another socigl
iaw to fill the gap. Such is the perfection of
wisdom, excellent ifizghutiing the stable door
when the steed is sf@len. Crime, like time,
shoold be seized by the forelock. Our legisla-
tors, however, delight in fitting justice to the
pleasant and seemly sport of securing the pig by
the soaped tail ; and there is a squeak—an eva-
sion—~the prey is gone, and Themis flounder-
ing on her back in the mire of iniquity.— Lon-
don Ezaminer.

| b

Comers.—It is calculated by the celebrated
astronomer, Encke, that the comet now moving
withiu the solar system will; at the expiration of
two hundred and iineteen millions of years,
come in coutact with our earth ; and of course,
one or the other must be destroyed. The
length of time before this will take place ren-
ders it uonecessary for us to caution the old la-
dies to be prepared for the rub.. The comet
alluded to is the ouly one ever discovered whose
orbit is confined within the solar systewt. Some
astronomers ascribe the present favoorable tem-
perature of the weather o its influence.

— e

Curistmas Puppings.—The following are
the ingredients aud their quantities which con-
stitated the puddiug scrved up to the inmates of
the workhouse of the parish of Lambeth, on
Christmas day. The nomber of persons who
partook of this dish amounted to between 700
and 800 :—Flour, 4751b. ; suet 14 1ib. ; raisins,
3001b. ; Sugar, 44lb, ; ginger, 31b. ; allspice 2
1-2ib. ; milk 160 quarts ; and strong beer 1
quarts ; The whole weight of the padding, whev
the ingredients were blended, was 1,306 1-2lb. ;
and their cost amounted to 23/. within a trifling
fraction.

Awmerycan Rustic HospiTariTy.— Return-
ing from one of my excursions, I was overtaken
by the night, and found my path obstracted b
a deep inlet from the river; which being cho-
ked with logs and brush, could wvot be crossed
by swimming. Observing a house on the op.
posite side, T called for assistance. A half na-
ked, ill-looking fellow came down, and after
dragging a canoe round from the river, with some
trouble, ferried me over, and I followed him to,
his habitation, near to which our boat was
moored for the night. His cabin was of the
meanest kind, consisting of a single apartment,
constructed of logs, which contained a family of

| seven or &ight s0yls, and every thing seemed to

designate him as a new and thrifty settler. Af.
ter drinking a bow! of wilk, which I.really cal-
led for by way of excuse for paying him a little
more for his trouble, [ asked to know his charge
for ferrying me over the water, to which he
good homoredly replied, that he *¢ never took
money for helping & traveller on his way.”
¢ Then let me pay you for rour milk,” ¢ [ ne-
ver sell milk.” ¢ Bat,” said I urging bim,
« | would rather pay you, [ have money enough.”
¢ Well,” said he, * I have milk enough, so
we're even ; [ have as good a right to give you
milk as you have to gise me mouey.”—Judge
Halls Letters from the West.

i e e

Fecunpity or Rars.—Rats Maltiply so
prodigiously, that were it not that they are uni-
versally a proscribed animal, and receive quar-
ter from neither man oor beast, nor even from
one another, it is calculated the world itself
could oot contain them. From one pair,
1,000,000 mav be propogated iu two years.~
Vide Buffon, Querhoent, &c.

—oo—

Requisites.—-There are five requisites for a
professed ‘drunkard :—A face of brass—nberves
of steel—lungs of leather—heart of stone—and
an incombustible liver.

e
Economy.—A Scotch General, in the midst
of a battle, shouted to his meo—** Don’t waste
your powder, but give them the steel.”
SETRTCETETNPT

NAPOLEON ON NEUTRAL POWERS.

DICTATED TO GENERAL GOURGAUND. .

The war between France and England began in
1793. Engiund soon became the soul of the first coali-
tion. Whilst the Austrian, Prussian, ‘Spanish, and
Piedmontese armies were invading our frontiers, she
used all pyuible means to effect the ruin of our colo-
nies. The capture of Toulon, when our squadron was
burnt, the insurrection of the provinces of the west, in
which s0 great a number of seamen perished, annibila-
ted our navy. Upon this, England no longer set
bounds t0 her wmbition. Theaceforth, prepondera-
ting and uorivalled a1 sea, she thought the moment
was come whea she might, without danger, proclaim
her subjugation of the seas, She resumed the preten-
sions she had tacitly renounced in 1780, that is 10 say,
1st, That materials for ship-building are contraband :
—2dly, That neutrals have no right to have their tra-
ding vessels convoyed ; or,at least, the declaratioo of
the commander of the convoy does aot annul the right
of search; 3dly, Thbat a place may be blockaded, not
only by the presence of a squadron, but cven when the
squadron is removed from before the post by tempest
or the necessity of taking in water &c.;—She, went
siill further, and brought ferward these then new pre-
tensions ;—lst, That the flag does not cover the mer-
chandize, but that the merchandize, and property of an
eaemy, in a ueutral bottom, are liable to confiscation 5
2ndly, That a neutral ship has no right to carry on
trade between colonies and the mother country 3 8dly,
That although a neutral ship may enter an enemies
port, she caonot go from one hostile port to another.

The goverameot of America, seeing the maritime
pawer of France aonihilated, and fearing on its onn
account, the influence of the Freach party, which was
composed of the most Violent characters, thought it ne-
cessary for itsown preservation to conciliate England ;
and submitted to all that was prescribed to it by that
power, for the purpose of iccumbering and injuring the
commerce of France. .

The altercations between France and the United
States became warm. The eavoys of the French Re-
public, Genet, Adet, and Fanchet. urgeotly demandgd
the execclion of the treaty of 1778 ; but they had lite

Se— e
tlesuccess. Various legisiative meagnres analogous 1o
those of the Americans were consequently taen in
Weml disputes occurred at sea, and the dif-
fer e to such a pitch of avimesity, that France
wai, ina manner, at war with America. The former

of thetwo nations, however, 1y through
the etroggle which menaced her €
disappeared before order and a regular g

nt.
‘I he Americans then felt the importance of concilialing
France., The President himself, - was sensitile how
much that power was v ttie ight, in protesting agaiost
the treaty which he bad concluded with England ; and,
io his heart, he was ashamed of an act which nothing
but the force of cireu had induced him to sign.
Messrs. Pinckney, Marshal, and Gerry, charged with
the full powers-of the American government, arrived
at Paris at the end of 1797.. Every thing encouraged
the hope of a speedy reconciliation between the iwo
Republics; but the question remained wholly vadeci-
ded. The treaty of 1794, and the relingoishment of
rirhis of .meatrality, were essenially injurious to the
interests of France ; and there could be ne hope of in-
ducing the U. States to retern to the execution of the
treaty of 1779, 0r fo remember what they owed (o
France and themselves, except by efecting 8 change in
their internal organization. ‘
lo consequence of the events of the Revolution, the
federal party bad gained the ascendancy in the eoun-
try ; but the democratic party was, neveriheless,
the most numérous. The directory thought to strengib-
en it by refusing to receive two of the American Pleoi-
potentiaries, because they were aniached to the federal
party, and by acknowledging the third only, who be-
longed to the opposite party, The Directory further
declared that it would enter ioto no negotiation vatil
America should have made reparation for the injuries
of which the French Republic had to complain ; and,
qn the 18th Jao. 1798, solicited a law from the coun-
cils, purporting that the nentrality of a ship should not
be determined by its flag, but by natore of its carga ;
and that every ship, laden, wholly or in part, with
English goods, might beé confiscated. The law was
just towards America, as being only ia reprisal for the
treaty which that power had signed with England in
1794'; but'it was, nevertheless, impeliticand ill timed 3
it was subversive of all the rights of peuirals. 1t was
declaring that the flag nolonger covered the goods ;
or, in other,words, declaring that the seas belonged to
the strongest pariy. It was acting according to the
views#lid interests of England, which power beheld,
with secret j®y, France proclaiming English princi-
ples, aod avthorizing English usurpation. The Ame-.
ricans Were then, nndoubtedly, nothing more than the
factors of England ; but munieipal laws, regulating the
commerce of France with the Americans, would have
iroyd an order of ihings contrary to the ibterésts
of the French : the Republic might bave declared, at
most, that English goods should be coniraband; under
those flags which acknowledged the new preiensions of
Eonglaad, The result of this law was disastrous to the
Americans. The French cruisers made nawerous pri-
zes : and according to the letter of the law, they were
all good. Ifan Americanship had a few tons of Eng-
Jish merchandise on board, it was enough to “condema
the whole cargo. At the same time, us if there was not
sufficient causes of irritation and disunion between the
twe countries, the Directory caused an application (o
be made to the American envoysfor & loan of 48,000,
000 of francs ; grounding their request on (he loan
formerly made by the French to the U. States, to eoa-
ble them ta shake off the yoke of Eogland,  The intri-
guing Agents, of whom the minisiry of exterior relati-
ons were full at that perind, insinvated ‘that this loan
would oot be iosisted on, provided a sum of 1,200,000
francs were paid, which money was to be divided be-
tween the Director B** % ##% & the Miuistey T** #¥ %%,

This intelligence was geceived in America io the
month .of Marchs the President commuvicated it to
the Chamber on the 4th April. Men of all parties ral-
liedround him ; the independance of America was even
thought to be menaced. All the Gazeties and newspa
pers, were full of the preparations which were making
in France for the expedition to Egypt ; and whether
the American government really apprehended an inva-
sion, or whether it affected to appretiend it, in order o
excite the public mind still more powerfully, and to
strengthen the federal paity, it cavsed the command
of the army of defence to be intrusted (o General Wash-
iogton. On the 26th of May, an act of Congress passed.
autborising the President to order the commanders o
American ships of war to eapture every vessel fout
near the coasts with intentions of committing denreda-
tions oo shipping belonging to ¢itizens of the United
States, and t0 retake snch of the latier ships as might
be captored, On the 9th Juve, all commercial relati-
ons with France will be, by a new Bill, suspeaded.
On the 25th, the treaties of 1778, and the Coosular Con-
vention of the 4th of Nov. 1798, were declared void by
the new Bill, purporiing that the United States wera
discharged and exonerated from the stipulation of said
trenties. The motives of this bill was stated 1o be : Ist
That the French Republic bad repeatedly violated the
treaties concinded with the United Siates, 1o the ereat
detriment of the citizens of that country ; by confisea-
ting, for instance. merchandise belonging to the rue-
mies of France on board American ships. notwithstand-
ing it was agreed that the vessel saved the'cargo ; by
fitsing out privateers. against the rights of neatrality.
io the poris of the Union; and by treating American
sailors, found on board hostile ships, as pirates &c. 5
2dly, That France, notwithstanding the wish of the
United States to set on foot an amicable negociation,
and instead of making reparation for the damage oc-
casioned by the flagrant injuatice, had dured in a havgh-
ty manner, to demand a tribute, in the shape of a loan
or otherwise. Tawards the end of July. the last Ame-
rican plenipotentiary, Mr. Gerry, who had uutil then
remained in Paris, set out for America.

France had just been humbled ; the second conliti-
on had eained possession of lialy, and attacked [fui-
land. The French government called some advances
to be made by its minister in Holland, M. Pickon, to
the American envoy to the Datch goveroment. Over-
tures were made to 'Mr. Adams, the Presidem of the
United States. At the opening of Congress, he stated
the attempt which had been made by the French Go-
vernment to renew the negotiatioas, saying, thar al-
though it was the wish of the Uvited States not io come
to an absolute rupture with Fraoce, it was neverthe-
less impossible to send the new plenipotentiary tuithee
‘without degrading the 'American nation, uvuil the
French government should first give proper assurance
that the sacred rights of Ambassadors sbould be tes-
pected. He concluded his speech by recommending
great preparations for war 3 but the American vation,
was far from coinciding iv opinion with Nir. Adsms,
with respect to war with France. Tie President
yielded to the geveral opinion, and oo the 25th Febru-
ary, 1799, appoitted Messrs. Elisworth, Henry ana
Mursay, mioisters plenopotentiary to the Frencn Re-
poblic 1o terminate all differences between the two
powers. They landed in France in the begioviog of
1800.

The death of Washington, which happened on the
15th of December, 1799; gave the Firet Consul an og-
portunity of making known his sentiments towards the
United States of America. He put on mourning for that
great citizen, and directed all his army to wear it like-
wise, by the following order of the day, dated the 9th
of February, 1500 :—Washiogton is dead | that great
man, . » # who established the liber-
ty of his country ; his memory will always be dear to
the Freach people, as well as to all freemen in both
hemispheres, and especially to French so'diers, who,
like him and the soldiers of America, fight for equality
and libesty. The first consul further ordered that fac
ten days all the colours and standards of the Lepubliv
should be huog with black crape,
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