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Complaint is General That the
Prevalence of Disreputable Me-
diums of Exchange is a National
Disgrace. L

Canada s now more than ready for
tlean currency. The dirty bilis and
defaced coins which are circulating
among the people of this country add
no credit to -the good name of the
Dowminion. If sanitary consideration®
do not suggest something better, then
pride of country should rise to the oc-
easion. ) § ¢

. Canada has probably the most dis-

reputable medium of exchange of any
mation which pretends to clvilization.
In this the government itself is the
chief offender and has been during the
“thanging administrations - sincé con-
#tederation. Dominion ~dollar and two
_.dollar notes are permitted to circulate
sauntil they reek with dirt and scarcely

#with which they are counted from time
%o time : s

+ It is where silver is:used in greatest
fuantities, however, that the debauch-

4dng of the currency s most noticeable.

- Plugged half dollars, fiattened dimes,
. iworn _guarters and crumpled five cent
- pieces are ghoved on in the channels
The - church collection
. plates and street railway boxes have
become ' receptacles for much of the
emallest -of it. - The plugged half dol-
‘Jar given in change by one street car

. conductor to a passenger is refused by

‘the. company’s man on another .car.
80 long as defaced money was accept-
ed freely, it caused no inconvenience,
no loss or embarrassment, It was
simply unsightly. In the larger centres

¢ all that is changing. People will not{ A4

@ccept defaced money—if they know it.
. It is a positive handicap to business
.@nd a constant jar to the self-respect
“of the man who tries to-pass it along.
In the meantime there is laxity at
many of the gateways to tourist travel
from the south. This results in the in-
fusion of a great amount of United
States currency into Canadian trade
channels, which may or may not be
objectionable, according to the point of
view, but which also brings along a
deluge of defaced United States  coin
and this cannot be circulated south of
the line, g | s A
It“is the business of the banks and
purge the cur¥ency

Design Comll(bllf‘)hte.

is commonplace, 1t lacks distinctiveness:
and it is wanting in Canadian senti-
ment. There is. plenty of material
upon which to base a -design which
* means more and looks better than the
present issue. The beaver, maple leaf,
the shield  of the provinces, the
and many other things rhight be made
to play a part in a new design. ‘The
‘World wants to know what the people
of Canada think of this, and the col-
umns of this paper are freely thrown
open to suggestions which should not
exceed a hundred words in length. .

Special correspondents of The World
in various parts of Canada ‘'deal with
the situation as they found it.

Bad Habit Sticks. -
PARRY SOUND, Aug. 3.—(Special.)
—A great amount of defaced coin and
dirty Canadian and American bank
bills are freely circulated.-here and are
freely accepted. In the old days before
the railways, the people got into the
habit of taKing anything in the shape
of money and the-habit stays, notwith-
standing there is 'a good deal of com-
plaint of the amount of.defaced coins

and filthy notes in circulation.

Banks Might Prevent It.

BRAMPTON, Aug. 3.—(Special.)—Not
for many years have complaints against
the circulation of disfigured silver and
dirty and mutilated bills been so gen-
eral as during the present year. The
local banks have recently done their
duty and the germ-conveying bills are
being replaced by crisp new notes and
recently coined silver. If banks can
prevent the evil, they should do so.

Quite a Lot in Woeodstock.

WOODSTOCK, Aug. 3.—(Special.)—
Enquiry among the banks and leading
business houses in this city reveals' the
fact that there is a considerable amount
of defgced bills and coins in circulation
here.

A leading business man said that his
firm had to handle-a lot of the stuft
and altho much of it was extremely
doubtful they had to take it in whether
mutilated or not. This applies particu-

¥ |'but ‘are .ma
7 {cepted by -
The design on Canada's silvet money | ho!

|~ NATIONAL CURRENCY.
There is a growing reluctance. "
in Canada. to = accept anything: -
that is offered in the name of .
money. 4s a result the dirly and .
# torn bills and the defaced Cana--
- dian and United States silver
+ with which this country is flood-.
‘ed, has become a. positive im-
pediment to business. < .
The design of the silver that is
 in good condition is commonplace
«and does not reflect national sen- -
.- timent or stimulate national pride.
: .Practic,al?myen say tha: the one
cent pieces are oo large; the five -
cent pieces too small. Notes are
issued and re-issued until reeking
with dirt ‘or in tatters. 4t
1t is time for the Canadian
Government to take up the whole
question of the national cirrency.
Correspondents of The World
all over Canada. to-day tell whaf
they ‘think about it, <
larly to_silver altho there are a lot of
defaced bills going the rounds.’ M
- The banks, however, withdraw most

of them 'from. circulation and will- not.
handle soiled’ pﬂls to any extent,

‘l_l‘tl_l- a N-ln nee at Halifax.

HALIF-AX, Aug. 3.—(Special.)—Dirty
bills, more especially onés and twos,
are much in circulation here, and are
considered a~menace to -public. health.
a general rule chartered bank notes
are not subjoct to complaint! Defaced
coins are not so much in evidence as
formerly. the case, probably owing to
the action .of the postoffice and tram-

ways authorities refusing their accept-
ance. ; :

Redeeming Defaced Coin.

ST. JOHN, N.B., Aug. 3.—(Special.)—
There is large quantity of defaced coin
and dirty bills, especially the latter,
circulating ‘in' this district.

Savings banks are trying to redeem
defaced coin and have practically suc-
ceeded; so far as coppers are concerned,

king slow headway in. Te-

. ‘Defaced coin is not ac-
the" majority : of business
ouses.in. the. Maritime Provinces, but'
is taken freely in ‘the Intercolomial
rallway diners, ete. : '

BOURASSA GETS EVIDENCE

Has Looked Up Some Seandal Wit-
messes in Belgium, It’s Said.

MONTREAL, Aug. 8. —(Special.)—
There was something like consterna-
tion in the local government camp here
to-day when it leaked out that Henri
Bourassa, M.I.A. for St. James and
St. Hyacinthe, would soon arrive home
from Belgium, loaded down with ad-
ditional information in the famous
Baron Lepine-Abitti scandal, which
came within one of putting the 'minis-
try on the rocks at the time of the fa-
mous Prevost-Asselin law. suit at Que-
bec.

The trial disclosed the fact that im-
portant witnesses were in Belgium, so
it is presumed that Bourassa has se-
cured the missing threads of the case,
and their production will no doubt
form a seéries of interesting debates

the next session in the Quebec Legis-
lature.

ALL OFF.

Lord Roberts linn Definitely Decided
on the Simple Life. 5

OTTAWA, Aug. 3.—(Special.)—Lord
Roberts is spending his time quietly at

Rideau Hall.

He has definitely decided to call off
a!l his Canadian engagements,

His only .excitement to-day was a
quiet drive tc the experimental farm,
which he much a2dmired. Roberts has
decided to receive the veterans of the
district at Rideau Hali, probably on
i\Vednesday. He will also receive a
delegation representing the city coun-

‘knowledge he possesses of the 'lines
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Board “of, Control Likely to]

" Close With Expert Eleé-

" The appointment of William

; G. Chace| fi
to thke position- of ‘electrical engineer| §

in charge of the clvic electrical dfstri-| |

bution plant at a salary of $5000,a year|
wiil probably be made within the next|
few days by the board of contiol. | §
. -Mr. Chace 'has offered to devoteé his} E

whole time to the work'at the sdlary

mentioned and has also promised;that} .
nior |

the advice of Cecil B. Smith, senior
member of the firm of Smith, Kerry
and Chace will be available without eX-
pense to the city. .The: city

is very desirous of sécuring Mr..C
gervices, and the board of con

alsd inclined ‘in that direction, b

the salary originally determined

was only $8500, the city wilk be
pelled” to' meet Mr. Chace haif

Mr. Rust approached Mr. Chace

the $3500 offer some ‘weeks :hxv;
was declined, and several other
inent local electrical engineers
gotiated with with a like res ‘
then ‘the position has been g.‘d ertised
and a number of applications have been
received. ~From informétion obtained,
however, it appears that the board of
control- is disposed to-give Mr. Chace’'s
offer very serious consideration, espe-
clally in the light of the suggestion that
C. B..Smith’s valuable advice could be
drawn--upon. - The. firm. had the.con-
tract of preparing plans for the: dis-
tribution plant, and the controllersg feel
that ‘it ‘'would be a distinct advantage
to secure Mr. Chace, with the practical

. be
built, a knowledgé which
qualifies -him- fo - superintending._the
construction. ; |

GLOUDS DIMMED SKES
- BOT CROWDS WERE 6UT

Transportation Servicss  Sufféred

upon which the cxv;c;!lant is fo

B&taiise of the Hoberts Recep~ |

‘tion Arrangements.

4 4

'Street cars carried (estimated). 300,000
Island .. “35,000
Scarboro Beach . 2
Baseball (two games) ...
Lacrosse at Rosedale ..
Te¢ Hamilton® ..
Te¢ Niagara Falls
To St. Catharines
MOROREs . .. L.
Dufferin« Driving Club
Left by rail (Saturday to Mon-

day excursions)
Shea’s Theatre

vevedens

A dull, lowering sky which threat-
ened rain, did not deter the Toronto
public from  sallying forth] pleasure
bent, on civic holiday. The cheery op-
timism of the throngs was,shown in
the general disdain with which um-
brellas were regarded, but the weather
was indulgent and no one had occasion
to regret his temerity.

“I don’t think the traffic was very
heavy,” said Mr. Fleming last night.
“It may be equal to last year's, but we
caf't tell for a day or s0. We had a

_peculia rly |
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“Bush Fire in-
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NELSON, B.C., Aug. 8—The latest
news froff the Crow's Nest Pass dis-
aster shows a death Usthol 62, which'

‘wiil' probably. be Increased ,to 70 or

ome stery,
Italian incéndiarism is
Relief is pouring in
sides. i

LA ¥

: The’ property "loss exéeods five mil-
lion 'dollars.

About Seven
homeless. :

Fernie and Michel have been wip-
ed out.

Coal Creek, five miles
Fernie, is also destroyed.

Hosmer lost some ten houses, and
the Coal Company’s surface works
were destroyed.

The powder magazine at Hosmer

exploded, killing one man. !

The five black hand, suspects who
were in Fernie jall were brought in
irons to Cranbrook, and will be broughty
on here. The other prisoners
given their liberty. ;

Two hundred refugees will reach
here this evening, and will be hotd

thousand péople " are

east from

and looked after. ;
Nelson raised $2000 yesterday, d
sent Alderman McMorris and two
carloads of food and clothing to the
scene,
Vancouver wired $5000, and Spol:ane
rushed in a carload of provisions..
The Daily News publishes an exfra

larger number of cars out than usual,
as our schedule in expectation of |
‘Bobs’’ visit was' drawn up several
days ago and had to be carried out.
It may have been the presence of these
extra cars which gave the appearance
of lightness to the holiday traffic.”
The steamboat agents say that many
pegple who had planned to,stay in the
city to see the earl learned that he
wasn’'t coming at too late an hour to
alter their plans, and hence the morn-
ing boats weren’'t so well patronized
as they would have been. Railway of-
ficials assert that the calling off of
the visit kept away many outside:vis-
itors, but that the outgoing trains, a
number of which had extra coaches,

cll, whick will present him with an
address, probably on the eve of his:

departure on Thursday.

were well fllled. The traffic on the
whole suffered Dby comparison with
that of & year ago.

RGBT

this morning with the following ac-
count of the disaster from its special
correspondent at Fernie;

*“Fernie is in ruins. Only thirty-two
houses have survived the disastrous
fire which swept the city out of ex-
istence yesterday. It is not definitely
known as yet whether any lives were
lost in the city proper, but the finding
of several corpses in the neighborhood
of the city is reported, and it is fear-
ed many have perished in the relent-
less flames.

Had Small Beginning.

‘“The fire originated in a bush fire
that _has been burning for the last
month, in the limits of the Cedar Val-
ley ‘Lumber Company to. the west of
the . city. !

*‘On  Saturday a .gale of wind start-
ed early in the morning with the
force of a cyclone and revived the fire
that was supposed to. be quenched.
By about 11 'in the forenoon it had
spread to tHe goat ranch,

*“The fire jumped the river about 3
o'clock. in the afternoon, striking the
south end of the town. The Fort
Steele brewery was the first to go,
and from there the sparks carried the
fire into the old town, which was soon
& pall of smoking embers. -At -the
same time the Elk Lumber Company’s
mill and the Cedar Valley mills caught
fire, and in an incredibly short time
West Fernie was a seething mass of
flames, the people fleeing for their
lives. The conflagration jumped the
river by the wagon bridge, and in-
side half an hour the! entire' busi-
ness section was in flames, owing to
the high wind scattering the burning
shingles in all directions, and for long
distances.

‘““When 'at its worst the fire was
tpking springs of over a hundred
yards .in length, and“sigzagging in all
directions.

Vivid Description.

“Having seen the results of the cal-
amity at Fernie, I must ‘say that it
is more entirely extensive than any
report gave reason to believe.

“It is a disaster not paralleled In
the interior of British Columbia, and

Fernie, Michel and Coal Creek D troye:
- Hosmer Badly Scorched—Losses Will Exceed

| blanke

X

Progress for

- $5,000,000<Prisoners in Jail Set Free—
. Month Past |

1ary sshelters for the homeless and in

mmany eases naked refugees.

. “Hundreds slept Sunday night in the
open without . blankets or covering of
any: sort. ‘Relief committees have been
organized and food is
to ‘all.  Special constables have been
sworn in and the town or what is left
of it is orderly.

“The relief committee organized by

Mayor 'Fink has got away -two trains
filled with provisions of . every kind—
ts, stoves, flour . and ally the
staple requirements.  Ther

taking a practigal- hand ‘at trying to

alleviate the lﬁﬂbﬂn{gﬂ?‘t ‘dt’hose who |
‘dire neces-

hlve: coti¢ to us. in
sity. : e

“According to reports, sixty-one men
and two women have been burned to
death at the number four camp of
the Elk River Lumber Company. Four
men were found burned to a erisp on
the C.P.R. tracks near Hosmer.”

‘ Losses in Figures.

“The dam.2ge cannot fall short of five
mildons of dollars, the greater losses
falling on the C. P. R., which lost the
coal tipple, coal bunkers, depot, freight
store, water tower and over one hun-
dred cars; the Trites Wood Co., which
lost {ts magnificent store and stock,
and . the lumber companies, whose
mills, Umits and stock are wiped out.
Fully twenty-five. million feet of man-
ufactured lumber is gone.

“The extent of the disaster can be
measured better by the recital of the
few ‘buildings left standing than by a
detalled list of the widespread destruc-
tion.. There remain of what once was
Fernie and the erection that housed
a population of about seven thous nd
souls, ten. or eleven small cottages and
five or six residences; all situated near
the park. For the rest there is not a
store, bank, h(ggl or business concern
of any sort or scription Jeft standing
except’ the offices of the coal company,
the Great Northern depot..and water
tank and the big concrete warehouse
of the T'rites Wood Co. .. -

“On Baker-avenue and the park a
determined effort was
the conflagration, and_to the heroic
work of the residents and the firemen
the few remaining houses owe their
preservation,

Sceking Refuge. ot

“About three hundred men, women
and children fled to the coal company’s
office... The fact of that building being
isolated and surrounded by spacious
lawns, suggested it to the panic-
stricken péople as the only place in
town that offered the slightest hope of
refuge. Willing voluntecrs ascended to
the roof and fought ¢ like heroes for
hours amid the scorching heat and
suffocating smoke. The water pres-
sure remained good and several lines
of hose poured tons of water on the
structure,

“The large new court-house and. the
new postoffice and customs building
were directly opposite and it was while
these were -burning that the greatest
danger existed.

“Again and again syirling masses of
sparks found entrarnce to the attic and
a bucket brigade did yeoman work in
quenching them. Store after store and
hotel after, hotel caught, and despite
the efforts on the part of the fire
fighters they fell one by one, until not
a ‘bullding of any des¢ription or kind
remains . standing north of Walmsiey-
Street save the residences of- W. R.
Ross, M.LLA,, D. V. Mott, the Catholic
priests’, Coal Company office, residence
of J. T. Telfer and the Western Cana-
da Wholesale Co.

“The scene at night was awe-inspir-
ing, the lumber plles in West Fernie

blazing flercely, the mountalns on ev- |

ery side a mass of flames and the town

itself lighted up by the smouldering

ruins.” -
Traing Run Thru Fire.

The frighten people were thrown
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"Response to Fire Sufferers
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OTTAWA, ' Aug. 3—(Special.)—No
action was taken by thd federal gov-
ernment this afternoon in the direction
of giving aid to British Columbia fire
sufferers. That aid will be granted is’
a foregone conclusion, but ministers
deemed it inadvisable to take action
before definite advices as to the ex-
tent of the damage done has been re-
celved, Ty

Sir ‘Wilfrid Launier telegraphed Pre-
mier McBride of British Columbia ex-
pressing the regrets of the federal
ministers and asking for details. In-
structions have been givén to send a
detachment of mounted police into the
district. . Hon. Frank Oliver also
telegraphed for particulars of disaster,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier this | morning
sent a message to Cranbrook, B. C,, in
response to telegram asking for federal
assistance for the refugees from burn-
ed district in and about Fernle, stating
that Gen. Macdonald, quarter-master-
general, has been instructéed to place
all tents, military = blankets, etc., in
British Columbia, belonging to the’ mil-
itia department, at the disposal of the
fire sufferers. Militia authorities have
-been ordered to do'everything possible
to assist those réndered homeless,

RELIEF POURS IN.

Cash Subscriptions and Trains of Sup-
* - pHes Rushed in.
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He who gives quickly gives half a
dezen times. :
Mayor Oliver ‘s to be praised for

the speed with which he sént Toronto’s
contribution to the gelief of Fernle,
B.C.

The T. Eaton Co. is one of the most
finely organizéed companies in the
world. and its sending of $1000 yester-
day to the Fernie sufferers is in keep-
ing with its record.

Premfer Whitnev said last evening
that no’ appeal had been received by
the provincial- government for relief
for western sufferers.

Regina wired 3600 without delay on
Sunday.

Premier McBride, of 'British Colum-
bia, when apprised of the conflagration
telegraphed to the government agent
at Cranbrook and other' nearby points
instructing them to do all in their
power to reliéve the situation.

Calgary Council held a special meet-
ing Sunday afternoon and forwarded
4 train load of supplies in the evening
which included 15 tons of flour, half
a ton of oatmeal and Eornmeal, ton

WA SHP

| | aidn’t, and thousands of

the coke ovens of
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Capt, Beachey Interests Thou-,
- sands of< People Wijth a .
~Real Exhibition of
Aerial Navigation— -
The Machine, |
‘Beachey |

disappointed,,
pecple  eaily

It “Bobe”

I | last evening enjoyed the unique spec-
| tacle of a huge airship skimming thrua
| the ' air,. across the bay, around  the ;
|city haill and -then returning to #e
f | Place of beginning at the Island baie-

|
it
3.4

gas bag with its intrepid operator

= to
establish confldence in the ordinary

commuter. Hanging from the frame
work are about a score of Uttle browa:
o

Continued on Page 10,

PRINCE AT -COWES,

Om——— Rt
Indomitable Averaged 25 Knuots Frem
Shore to Shore. .

OTTAWA, Aug. 8.—(Special)—Ear
Grey this evening recelved a 'message
‘from the Prince of Wales announcing
his safe arrival in England.. ' :

The message read: “Arrived safely,
at Cowes after most successful voye
age. We. averaged over 26 knots from
land to land.” Vi ol

The average from port to port was
21 1-2 knots. - - ' bt e

GENERAL LIKES TORONTO,

Sir Reginald and Lady Pole-Carew Exe
tending Their Stay Here.

General 8ir Reginald Pole-Carew and
Lady Pole-Carew, who are at the
Queen’s, are s0 much interested in
their visit that they have decided to

defer their departure west uniil Wed-
nesday or Thursday. ;

Sir John Barrin, of Yorkshire, Eng-
land, is another notable English guest
at the Queen’s.

SLASHED WITH RAZOR.

Italian Gets Gashed Throat in
With Friend.

Quarrel

Pietro Pansera, 256 Niagara-street,
an Italian, went into Philo Lamb's

of potatoes, five thousand- pounds of
shoulder bacon, onme hundred tons of
cooking utensils, twenty-five camp:
stoves. Yesterday morning they expres-
| sed one thousand loaves of bread. i

Mayor Oliver yestcrda?' acted upon the |
| board of  control’s  decision by < wiring
| Mayor Tuttle of Fernfe, giving him per-
mission to draw upon Toronto to the ex-
tent of $5000 if necessary for relief pursi
poses.

Rossland last nighy took five hun-

hotel at 96 Agnes-street with a friend
at 8.45 last night. A dispyte arose,
and the friend drew a knife, slashed
him across the neck amd on the hand
and then decamped. Pansera was re-
moved to St. MichaeFs Hospital, where
16 stitches were required to close the
wound in his neck.

Boys Charged With Theft.

one that calis for the promptest action
on the part of the public. .

““‘Some three thousand people, most-
ly women and children, have-to be
housed and cared for until they shall
have time to look about them. These
are being shipped to Cranbropk, where
every public and nearly all the pri-
vate houses are being used as tempor-

{

> j John and Harold Colby, two boys,
e o i living with” their parents at 172 West
Queen-street, walked into Leano
Kalim's store at 1299 West Queen-
street. When they left the store was
$5 shy, and last night they were ar-
rested by P. C. Duke and tive
Dickinson, charged with- theft of the
money, Yo

off thelr feet \in many cases, treee
ciashed to the ground, and thes scene
v.as most appaling. The crowds rushed
to the railway stations in the hopes
of getting a train, and in this manner
numbers reached Hosmer In safety, tho
the trains had to run thru sheets of

Co-MTP-:- 7.

dred of the overplus of refugees off
the hands of Cranbrook and Nelson,
From Vancouver yesterday afternoon
the first carload of clothing and pro-
vigions ‘' started for the upper coun-
try. .
A Winnipeg despatch says: the relief

Continued on Pame 7.
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ed the boy. “Then S MICHEL.—A typical western Canadian coal mining The mountain side is covered with timber.
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