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M n 1, Y W A T »: il S^l

'At the very ))e;^iimiiig of tin- (ion|»!| history wo have tin- holy

l'rocm-*or .'ohii liiiptiy' y(t in thi,H iiiy.sti'riouH eLiueiit tit liolhaiiiu,

aii«l poi'itiiij; out thf! I^aiiili of ilod who wa," to take away thu hiiw

oT iIk! horld, ami .'ho wan lo ' Bapti/i! with tht; Holy (Jlio-it, ami

with liri'.' We lirhoM .Jesus hiinsolf <l(!SCt;ii(liiiL; into the Jnnlau,

Nanetifyiiiji its wat»;t's hy this diviiiu coiitaet, [t.irU'yi",!^) H'-* it wero,

the matter I'-r th-i saeraiiieiit ol* IJaptisui, 'and Ibntiwith coiuitij.' up

niit of tlu; watoi', he saw the heavens o[»ened, and the S|tirit, as a

dove, deseending, and remaining on him. And there eana; a voiee

I'roni heaven : Thou art my beloved son, in tliee I am well pleased.'

(Mark i. lO.) The Spirit of ( Jed, u.s wo have Heeu, moved over the

water amidst the darkness of eh.aos, and I'repaivfd it, j.s if, for tlit^

Iteuutcotis creation of light, and life and onK-r, which soon folk wed.

So, at the nt!\v creation nml reueniptlon of luan, the Holy Spirit in

the form of a dove, moves over the watms of the Jordan, giving

tt timony to sIk; divinity of (Ihrist's mission, and ushering m 'he

transcendant glories o" t!io ngeneration of t'...' world, tint mighty

work which iar sui pn il tin; lirst creation of man and of the world.

Airain we find that when ('lirist Avrought his first miracle, and

* manii'.'stcd his glory' .so that ' His Disciples helievod in hin*.'

Water is the chosen element npon wliidi he displays his onniipo-

tcncc. Kor, at the nnirriage feast of dana wlien entreated by His

l^lesscd ^Mother, although his liour liad not yet come, he anticipat(!s

that hour at her maternal request. ' >((>w there were set then; six

watcr-jiots of stone according to the niaimerof the purifying of the

.lews* .... .lesus saith to them : Fill the water-pots witli water,

and they iilled them up to the brim. And Jesus saith to them ;

!)raw out now, au'l earry to the chief steward of the feast.' It is

lun.ocessary to re-peat the remark of thi.; functionary when he • had

tasted the wattn- made wine ;' (John ii. 0. It.) but we caimot help

observing that as Moses turned water into blood, Jesus ehanged

water into wine, the emblem of His Uloud, which precious Blood lie

waste beiMicatli for ever to His Church, luider the appearance of

wine; and as He h'ld sanctified water in the Jordan to prepare

* Toi' thu Phari.soes and nil tiio .tews, unless they often wash tlicir liauds, cat

not, holding ihc traditicu of the aucieuts.'—(-Mark vii, 'J.)


