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meani, and relief fVom our present national cmbarrasg-
ments.

I eonfess to yoii, Mr. Speaker, I never can look, in-
de<«(I, in my opinion, no Amrrii-an stftt^sman tm^Ui ever
to look, on any question, <oiH'Iiinf» tlie vital interests of
this nation, or of any of its eoiiiponent parts, without
kepi>in{» at all times, in distinct view, the nature of our
political association, and the character of the independent
8overei,«:nties. which compose it. Anionj* statci;, the only
snre and iieimanent hond of imion is interest. And the
vita! interests of states, Rlthou.s;h tlicy may he sometimes
obscured, can nevec. foe a very lonjjf time', he misappre-
hended. The natural profection, which the essential in-
terests of the pfreat component parts of our political as-
sociation require, wiI5 he, sooner or hifer, understood, hy
the states, concerned in those interests. If a protection,
upon system, he not provided, it is inipossihlc that diserm-
tent should not result. And need I tell statesmen, that,
when ja^rcat local discontent is coml.ined, in those sections,
with si-eat physical pow«^ and with acknowledj^^cd por-
tions of sovereignty, the inl»red ties of nature will he too
strou}? for the artificial ties of ^.urchment rcmpac t ?—
Hence H results that the esseiitialiutercsts of the

great component parts of our association, oii{;ht to
be the polar lij^hts of all our statesmen. ''By them
they should .i^uide their course. Accordiuj:? to tlie hear-
inj^s and variations of those lip;!tts should the states-
men of such a country adjust their policy. Always
beavin}? in mind two assurances, as fiuuhimental prin-
ciples of action, which the nature of thin^^s teaches •—that althouf^h temporary circumstances, party spirit'
local rivalries, personal jealousies, su.-j;estions of suhor-
dinate interests, may weaken, or even destroy, for a time,
the intluence of t!ie leadinj^ and permanent interests of
anygreat section of the country, yet those interests must
ultimately, and necessarily predominate and swallow up
all these local, and temporary, and per^onaI, and siiltor-
dinate considerations: in other words, tjie minor interests
wil! soon begin to realize the essential cfj sr<xion, which
exists between their pros;)erity, and tl.,,; prosperity of \

.hose great interests, which, in suchsceti.msof the coun-
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