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OP THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

INTRODUCTION.

The United States of America constitute an essential por-
tion of a great political system, embracing all the civilized

niitions of tho earth. At a period when the force of moral
opinion is rapidly increasing, they have the precedence in the
practice and the defence of the equal rights of man. The
sovereignty of the i:>eople is here a conceded axiom, and the
laws, established upon that basis, are cherished with faithful
patriotism. AVhlle the ni'tions of Europe aspire after change,
our constitution engages the fond admiration of the people,
by which it has been established. Prosperity follows the
execution of even justice ; invention is quickened by the free-
dom of competition

; and labor rewarded with sure and unex-
ampled returns. Domestic peace is maintained without the
aid of a military establishment

; public sentiment permits the
existence of but few standing troops, and those only along the
seaboard and on the frontiers. A gallant navy protects^ our
commerce, which spreads its banners on every sea, and extends
its enterprise to every clime. Our diplomatic relations con-
nect us on terms of equality and honest friendship with the
chief powers of the world, Avhile m-o avoid entangling partici-
pation in their intrigues, their passions, and their wars. Our
national resources ju-e developed by an earnest culture of the
arts of peace. Every man may enjoy the fruits of his Indus-
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