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iVssfd t'ui!li, and conscqucnlly, were " such as should te

II rhU is the feaiuic vrhereby they, and mII true

d in ihc LorH," and
chris.ians are known, '' «hat they believed in the Lor.1, n

without this faiihin candidates fo. this ceremony wow, it will

be in vain that they have repcat.-d the Creed, the Lord 8

Praver, and the Episcopal Caiechism^it wdl be ,n vjun that

a Bishop's hand lu.s been laid upon their heads— it will he

uttcrlu in vain that he has ceiiified " by that sign of God s

' r.ious fivor . nd goodness," for the Scriptures declare il:at

it is fuith in Christ that justifies from sin— that faith gives us

peace wiih God—ihat faith overcomes the world-that it is

faith which cl.eers in death—and that it is l^hh which will

brin-^ a glorious lesurrecion to eternal life. The Lord Jesus

Chiist, the [lead of the Church, has said, " he that bclieveth

on the Son halh everlasting life ; and he that ht-lieveth not

the Stn shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on

^"I'must request you again to observe, that the qualification

required of candidates for Episcopal confirmation, does not

consist of holiness of life. I know that the qu. stion is pub-

licly pro|)Osed to all, not indioidnalh/, but collectively, at

the same time, " whether tlu-y renew the vows made in their

name at their baptism," and they, all at ouce, answer in the

ainrmative, and the service proceeds on the assumption that

thoY arc all sincere, though there is no evidence supplied ol

sincerity and integrity of In-art. Perhaps you will reply, they

"are examined and approved." True ; but what is necessary

for that approval 1 simply the repetition of the lessons enu-

merated in your Rubric, to do which would not cost many

boys half a day's attention ; and in some instances, uoiiity

even for this is not required. But may no this, and mud,

more, be done by those who arc entirely destitute of sp.riiunl

lifo, who would delight in a visit to the ball-room, the thcairr,

«

the card-table, and the race-course, while they xvould neglect

Christian duties, and a call to social prayer? How different

to the qualification required by Jesus Christ, who said, not

every one who saitli Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom ot

Heaven ; but he that dueth the will of my father who is m

heaven." "Whosoever doth not bear his cross and conio

after me, cannot bo my disciple." ^'Whosoever shall do thc^

will of (Hod, the same is my brother, and sister and moil.er.

Jesus spako of Christians as " the light of the woild, as the

••salt of the earth," and as the witnesM-s of himself before a

crooktul and perverse generation. Such are the qnalificaliuua

which you e/o w«< require of candidates for Episcopal con-

firmation, but which aro essential to spiritual happiness, and

n.«fnlnc.M. A few woids shall now suffice in the examina-

tion of what you do require. Eirsi—The candidates lof

Episcopal confirmation, arc to say they bi liovo im the artxcUi

of the Christian faith; those, if I rightly judge, ore not the


