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still exist among them, which have resulted in the death
of two or three of their prominent men, especially John
Ridge and Elias Boudinot. Their i)rincipal chief is

John Ross, a man of fine appearance, of considerable
ability, and a gentleman.

According to the last report of the American Board
of Commissioners, the mission among the Cherokees
consists of eighteen persons. There are five churches,
comprising two hundred and thirty members, twenty-
six of whom have been added within a few months.
The temperance society organized there reckons among
its members at least 1,560 Cherokees.
One of the most remarkable events in the history

of this.people is the invention of a Cherokee alphabet,
by George Guess, a native Cherokee. In the account
of the mission, this alphabet is said to furnish, prob-
ably, the most perfect orthography in the world.
There has been a paper published in the Cherokee
nation, partly in the English, and partly in the native
language, and edited with considerable ability. Three
presses are employed by the mission in printing ])ooks,
principally for this tribe, though some are struck ofl' in
other languages. Since 1835, besides the Gospels of
John and Matthew, and the Epistles of John, there
have been printed, at one press, not less than thirty-

two different works, nearly all of which were above
twenty pages each, making an aggregate of upwards
of 2,000,000 pages. The whole number of pages
printed among the Cherokees since 1828, as appears
by the last report of the American Board, is 4,725,000.

Five schools, under the care of the mission, con-
tain about one hundred and sixty Cherokee children.


