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THE AMERICAN STOCK

In the history of a word we may frequently fi„d
a fragment, sometimes a large section, of univer-
sal history. This is exemplified in the term
Amencan. a name which, in the phrase of George
Washmgton, "must always exalt the pride of
patriotism" and which today is proudly borne
by a hundred million people. There is no ob-
scurity about the origin of the name America.
It was suggested for the New World in ISOr byMartm WaldseemUller, a German geographer It
the French college of Saint-Die. In that year
tlus savant printed a tract, with a map of the
world or mappemonde, recognizing the dubious
claims of discovery set up by Amerigo Vespucci
and naming the new continent after him. At
first applied only to South America, the name was
afterwards extended to mean the northern conti-
nent as well; and in time the whole New World
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