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A PHILANTHHOPIST (IF THE LAST (lENTFRY

IDENTIFIED AS A m)ST()N MAN.

It is iilwuys inte-n'stinj.' to Idok Imck td the Itciritminjis oi

thiiiirs, iiiul ill! tliosc who iirt' intcmstrd in the I'diicatioii of

the nt'iif-}Ui(l-I)uni)) iiatiiraily desire to know . onu'tliing

of the oiiuiii of tiie art in America; and to hiok back to

those i)hilantliroi)ists who first ur^ed tlie eduea<:ioii of th(^

deaf in this eountrv, and jjruve us information eonccrning

what was <h>ne in earlier times in Europe. Now, the euri-

ous fact is found that these earlv phihmthropists ajjpeared

anonvmousiy. The results of tiieir efforts have heen very

irreat. Today, we have under iiistruetion, in Ameriean

Sehools for the Deaf, more than ten thousand deaf ehil-

<h'en, who, a few yt^ar-! a<ro, would have been ternu'd

" Deaf-Mutes," or " Deaf-and-DumI)." They are no longer

deaf-and-dumb, for more than sixty-one jjcr eent. are now

taught to speak.

The first to urge the educatioji of the Deaf in this coun-

try, was a wj'iter whose articles appeared in the Boston

newspa])ers, I'^nder the pseudonym I*h{lo(Mj)hoK— the

friend of the Deaf-and-Duml>—he published in the Xmi'

En(ihind Palladium, in 1H()3 (June 14), a card
—"To the

Reverend the Clergy (of every |)er.suasion and denomina-

tion) of the State of Massachusetts"—asking for details

concerning the Dejif-and-Dumb within their knowledge,

for the puri)ose of obtaining statistics to show that there

were in this country a suliicient number of Deaf-Mutes to

warrant the estublislmieut of an American School for the


