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{jlEW COLLECTION of VOYAGES and TRAVELS.

Cp . The PREFACE.
What can be more interefting to Man than the Hiftory of himfclf ? if unacquainted with the World, he

is then " fixed to one fpot, and rots juft where he grew." Mankind, by the different accounts of Navi-
gators and Travellers, is entertained by various pidurcs of his own fpccies, and from thcfe pidures many
indrudive lefTons may be derived i particularly when we read of inhabiunts, who without any other aflin.

ancc than their own natural good fcnfe, have not only emerged from the gloomy fliadc of Infidelity and
Barbarifm, but have alfo attained that perfedion of Religion and Propriety, which have conftitutcd at lad

the ElFence of real Civilization. Nations which arc now the moll polifhcd, have acquired their enlight-

ened refinement by very flow degrees, and through long periods of intervening ages.

A taRc for difcovcries in every way is certainly the cnaraderiftic of an enlightened age, but :t is incon.

teftably confcfled that of all kind of Knowledge, that of the Globe we inhabit is the mo4 ufeful acquire-

ment ; befides it is the only one we can ever hope of carrying to Perfedion, feeing it confifts only of pt><itivc

things, the number of which is limited, notwithftanding they are many. Various parts of Europe ha\c

been long concealed, and places but a fmall diilancc from us long unknown, till explored and diicovcrcd

by our bold Travellers, whofe Zcnl was neither damped nor Efforts rcprefTed, though much difficulty ap-

peared in penetrating into fomc of the inland parts.

The Utility of a good Colledion of Voyages and Travels muft be obvious ro pcrfon' of -very clafs and
denomination; it would therefore be ncedlefs and unprofitable to expatiate on the advanragti if a Work of

this Kind. Valuable books arc hereby prevented from being loft, alfo fcarcc ones rendered common

;

miflakes of many redified, doubts of feveral cleared up, and the belt Authors rclatinjp; to all parts of the

World are, with Illui>rations and Improvements, united into one body. It ipult alio be obtiirved, that

whatever Authors have been referred to, whether ancient or modern, are and have been men of refpedability

and efteem, otherwifc their afliflance would have been unavailing ; faffs and not ftaries (hould be the objcd of

every Hiilorian, nor is there occalion to call in the artificial aid of Romance when Nature herfelf has fup-

plied us with IVorks worthy the commemoration of IVords. Many Compilations have indeed been offerrd

to the Public very undefcrving either notice or encouragement : it is not a number of Volumes, fwelled with

uninterefling accounts and trivial relations, conipofed from the memoranda uf unfteady man, which de-

ferve tiw: approbation of a difcerning Public. That writer who is prolix is as much to be ccnfurcd as the

one who is too brief. Much fhould oe contained in a moderate fpace, by which means the Curiolity of the

Reader is not only kept alive, but immediately gratified ; whereas AiperfTijities cxhaud the patience, and En.
quiries confequently ceafe before they attain fuDicient Satisfadion. Notwithftanding there are many an-

cient Collections extant, yet as materials arc very much increafcd, on account of the feveral late Difcovc-

ries ; fuch Additions and Improvements muft undoubtedly rendcra NEW ONE highly acceptable, being ab-

folutcly necefTary, on account of the Modern Voyages and Travels, which arc of fuch an important N.irurc.

It is not, in thefc our glorious annals, with a.i)rofped of enlarging private dominion, or fatislying vain

ambitious views, that the receffes of the Globe are inveftigateti; but to gratify a laudable Curiofity and
promote general Knowledge. Our bold Voyagers have traverfcd the World to vifit new tribes of their

rcllow-creatures, not as enemies but friends, to relieve their wants, bring them from darknefs into light,

and communicate to them our fuperior attainments. Thofc recent Voyages, which have been made under

the patronage of our prefent King, have not, it is prefumed, been entirely ufclefs. How many ignorant
' Iflands have been enlightened by the introdudion of our Englifh manners : from the uncommon objects

exhibited to them, and the frequent opportunities of intcrcourfe, new materials have been furniihed them
for the excrcife of their Reafun, and their flock of Ideas naturally enlarged. Is it not probable that the

Savage Natives, upon comparing themfelvcs with their Englifh Vifitors, became foon confcious of their

extreme inferiority, endeavoured to emerge from their brutal ftatc, throw off all ferocious appearance, and
rife nearer to a level with thofc who left behind them fo many marks of their Gcncrolity, Humanity, and
Spirit ? The Britons when firll vifited by the Phoenicians, are delcribcd to have been as favagc as any of the

uncivilized natives of Tongataboo or Otaheitc ; it is therefore very likely that the Britons may, in due pro-
i;refs of time, fprcad thofe blcflings of civilization which thev themfelvcs have thus acquired, and be the

happy means of aboliftiing the many abominable repafls, and almofl equally abominable facrifkes, which
are too common among the Inhabitants of diflant Iflands.

Near Twenty Years have elapfcd fincc any COLLECTION of VOYAGES and TRAVELS has been
publiflicd, and during that fpace of time fo many detached Voyages as well as Travels have been prefcntcd
to the Public, that a Work upon the prefent plan (including all the MODERN VOYAGES and TRA-
VELS) is now abfolutely ncccflary and much wanted by readers of every clafs and denomination.
The pleafurc attending the perufal of Works of this kind, have made them more univcrfally re*^ than

any other branch of Polite Literature. In a good COLLECTION of VOYAGES and TRAVELS, mc
have all the entertaining incidents of the moft romantic Novel, with all the evidence of the moft authentic
Hiflory. It is a happy circumflancc in this kind of reading, that it gratifies that thirfl of knowledge which
it excites, and that as wc read on, we find new reafon to wonder and to admire.
The moft ample fortune of the richeft man, and the longeff lift of the rtioft laborious traveller, attended

with all that Succefs which his moft fanguine Expcdations could hope for, would be infulTicient to maki-
him acouainted with the twentieth part of what will be found in this New Work -, which is recommended
to the Public as a faithful narrative of indubitable Fads; and on fuchcafy terms as to be within the power
of every perfon to purchafe.

It is by the aid of Voyaues and Travels that the ftudiout, the delicate, the infirm, thofe whofe age,

fex, difpofition of mind, or habit of body, renders incapable of encountering the dangers and inconve-
niences of long VovACKs and wearifbmc Journhs, may pafi with eafe over toncly Dksarts, vaft Moun-
TAINS, and interpofmg Seas ; view the moft diflant Lands, and become acquainted with aU the Nations

ch have

Spirit of

.. for that
ftate of Geographical, Hiftorical, and Philofophical Knowledge, of which they tan now boaft.

In a word, if there be any Merit in blending the Ufeful with the Agreeable
i if conveying the moft va-

luable Knowledge, in the moft plealinr' manner, can merit Attention, thii NEW UNIVERSAL COL-
LECTION of VOYAGfS and TftAVELS bids fair to enrure the complete Approbation of the Public.

TAINS, ana inierpoimg seas ; view tnc molt dillant Luanda, and become acquainted with all the N<
of the peopled earth : thus reaping in their clofets the fruits of thjfe accumulated labours, whicli
employed the moft adventurous Bpiriti for a long fucceflion of ages. Nay, it is to the entcrprifing Sp
VOYAGERS and TRAVELLERS, that every enlightened Nation in the World ii indebted foi

W. H. PORTLOCK.


