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PREFACE.

There cannot be a better, or a more noble

career placed before tlie youth of England, and

especially her sailors, as an ensample and en-

couragement, than that of the gallant, devoted

officer whose services I have attempted to sketch

in the following pages, some of which originally

appeared in " Once a Week."

In all things, and under all circumstances,

Franklin stands "sans peur et sans reproche:"

he carved out his own high reputation by hard

labour, zeal, and self-saciifice, and was indebted

neither to the interest of friends, nor to social

position, for attaining the summit of naval fame.


