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be reduced to such un amount ii3 nitiy be covered by the actual average receipts

of the past two years That the Estimates of 1808 viohite this rule.

XXVII. That the system of dividing and sub-dividiug the public service in-

to departments, and phicing sucli duties respectively in the hands of a siuglo

person, may be the proper mode to transact public business in a rich and po-
pulous country. But to a Colony such as British Columbia, where the Popula-
tion i^ TeJ7 small, the financial resources Proportionately limited, and the bu-
siness to be transacted under each head buj; trilling, such a system is wholly
unsuited, entailing too high an expenditure without increasing efficiency. That
iJt iamainly by attempting to carry out this system and by keeping too large a
staff of bfficinis at salaries disproportionate to the circumstances of the Colo-
ny that the public o.Tpenditure is annually unnecessarily increased. That it is,

therefore, to amalgamation of Offices, reduction of the Civil List, and lower-

ing of Salaries that the people look for a reduction in the current expcndituro
fp;r the support of Establishments.

"XxVIIl. That the total population of British Columbia, exclueivo of la*

dians, does not exceed 10,000; and that the number of Indians does not ex-
ceed 30,000. That the Indians, living chiefly by hunting and fishing, are not
Individually on the average large consumers of dutiable or taxable commodit-
l^',. That the highest estimate that could be placed on the Indiana as consu"
nteirs is that three Indians consume as much as one white or civilized persony
and that, consequently, the total Indian population is only equal to 10,006
.white consumers. That a more correct estimate would in all probability be
that fiVe'Ihdittrts are equal to one white person, thereby makiiig the total In.

dian inhabitants as consumers equal to GOOO whites. That (taking the highest
estimavteof the Indians as consumers) the total number of consumers of dutia-

ble and taxable commodities is 20,000. That in 18G7 the revenue without
loans was $475,250 and the average tax per head of the consumers $23 '?&.

Jthftt the exponditure'as reported to the Council as less than the actual expend-
ture w.^8 In 18G7, $560,150, or $28 to each contiumer. That out of the ex-

Pfinditiir* of $560,159 in 1RG7, only $52,000 wore expended in public worksj
Tliat the estimated revenue of 18G8 is $57G,000 or nearly $29 to each consui^er.

That the estimated expenditure of 1868 is $572,553 or $28,60 to each consum-
ef. That the total amount appropriated for public works out of the $572,563
is $55,300. That out of the latter sum there has been about $12,000 cxpe^dcd
in unnecessary additions to the Governor's residence and the Land Office*

Wbils^ necessary improvements to roads and bridges to advance the interests of
ff^rpci's and settlement generally are deferred. Tiiat the return made to th<^

Legislative Council in 1868 by His Excellency the Governor, comparing tb4
Cttgtoms' Tariffs of England, United States, Canada and other oolonies and
countries IS fallacious, if intended to show that British Colnmbii^ is not tax^d
higher than other countries. That the fallacy is apparent' when it js obQerVec^
tliftt the average annual tax per head in Canada is only $3 50, whilstthc^ aver-
age tax to each consumer mi British Columbia in 1867 was $23 75, and that
proposed in 1868 is $29 to each consumer. iThat home productions, other thau,

gold, m this Colony i\re npt so advanced as in the countries enumerated in the
IHeturU; and tjiat, consequently, tlierc is a larger average consumption hero of
dutiable commodities and a corrcsiiondingly higher tax paid by each consumer^
Thftt TYitb tarifl, internal revenue due?, road tol}s, &c., taxation is high and op-
pregpivc. That after paying the interest and siniving fund on the public debt,,

nearly Tall the revenue is consumed non-productivoly. That retrenchment is

therefore demanded by tlic united voice of the jicople of British Columbia.
XXIX. That it is the duty of the Executive to iustituto the niost thorougb

retrenchmout in the e.\jjendiiiire, and caus" to lie auiended and repealed all

Statuteg or ordinauecs that iul-.-ri\re with econpiuy iu ihe public bcrvico.

XXX. That miiiers and capitiiliEts during the last tc'u years have been sub-
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