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conquest, and the Scoto-Frcnch move
lucnt from Montreal after Canada became
BritiMh, gave promise of groat vigor In

makinguiie of this truly r^nadian inland
line ofgreat water stretehes.

4. Tne direct I'esult of this trade !uove-

ment from Montreal, whi<-h was within
thirty years of Verandrye's time, was to

stimulate interest in Britain Dobbs,
Hobson, Ellis and the Parliamen-
tary inquiry of 1749 leave no
room for doubt on this score. As
a result of this public interest and also of

the efltect the French discoveries were
having upon their trade at the Bay itself,

the Hudson's Bay Company decided to

adopt a more expansive policy. Hoame
became the pioneer explorer as well as fort

builder of tnc Company. In twenty-Hve
years the Hudson's Bay Company dotted
the whole region from Hndson's Bay on
the east to the Rocky Mountains on the
west, and from the Red River on the
southeast to Athabasca on the northwest,
with the main posts still retained. Though
a hundred years old at the time of this

Inland movement this great Company of

North America showed that it yet re-

tained the energy of youth, since which
time another 100 years have passed to Hnd
it still by no means in its decrepitude, but
laying its plans foiianother century of suc-

cessful trade.
5. The energj' displayed by the Hudson's

Bay Company throughout the whole
Northwest, enabled them to regain a good
part of their lost trade, especially along
the Northern watercourse from Athabasca
to Churchill. The Montreal merchants
felt theii weakness in having to comiHJte
with one another and also with their gi-

ganti(^ antagonist from England. A move-
ment amongthe Canadian tradei-s wc have
seen, took place to unite their forces. This
resulted in the formation of the "North-
west Company" as we have described.

With all the traditions of the French ex-

plorers as theirs, with the energy and
adaptibility of Colonists,and with a 8t'-r>ng

feeling of rivalry to the Hudson's i^-ay

Company, the Canadian Company so ex-

tended their operations even with smaller
resources than their antagonists, that

when the two companies put an end to

their serious—even bloody—struggles by a
union in 1H2I the Northwesters had 97

posts to 'M Iwlonging to the Hudson's Bay
Company.

(i. The bjisin of hake Winnipeg was
found by the Hudson's Hay Company to

have lh*e currents of t he fur trade con-

verging in it, and running to the outpost

at Fort York, on Hudson's Bay, while the
Norwcsters fouikd the same ; with their

outpost at Fort William, on Lake Suoer-
rior. Lake Winnipeg receives the three

great rivers from east, south, and west
that drain the great North-West—the
Winnipeg, the Red, and the Saskatche
wan. Trade has always followed these

great arteries, with this alternative, that

from the west the Assiniboine has otit-

lined a land trail over the prairies, which
has proved a rival to the Saskatchewan.

7. The basin of I^ke Winnipeg has still

the position as regards general trade anrf

tlie development of a new country that it

occupied under the fur trading days.

With an increase of people, it is tru», new
wants have arisen, and a diversion of
trade into new channels might reasonably
have been expected. It is surprising to
find how nearly on the old lines the cur-
rents of trade seem shaping themselves.
From the East we look for timber and
minerals ; from the West, by way of the
Saskatchewan, the furs still find their
outlet ; while the replacing of the Assini-
boine trail by the Iron way, and lU*
divergence to the south has made the
Saskatchewan still more than it has been
in later years, the highway of commerce,
t'rom the West we must have coal, and
perhaps iron. In the lAke Winnipeg
basin, at the junction of the prairie ana
the wood country, we have the converging
point of these several forces. If these
estimates be true, then the great city of
the region north and west of Lake Su-
perior will be in the basin of Lake Win-
nipeg.

8. Where is this great city to be situated?
Had the Hudson's Bay route been the only
means of reaching the North-West, as il

was for the Hudson's Bay Company for a
lone period of Its existence, as It was at
the time of the Immigration of the
Selkirk colonists, then a point on
Lake Winnipeg, probably at the mouth
of the Saskatcnewan, would have been
the meeting place of commerce. But
the Hudson's Bay route is still only a
problem. The currents of trade are South
to the United States, and East through our
own territory to Lake Superior. Httd the
matter to be settled by theory rather than
by actualities, the point where a straight
line crosses Red River, drawn from Rat
Portage to Portage la Prairie, might have
iieen selected, p.ithough the entrance of
the Assinni^5ine into the Red River
would always have left it doubtful
whether a point (;hosen on such an arbi-
trary assumption that trade follows a
straight line will gain the ascendancy.
But when the fact that the railwaysystem
of a country—especially a prairie country
—vhooses a centre from which to radiate
seven separate lines, is added as a factor
to the traditions of the trade of three
<|nfirters of a century, and the fact that
there is a settled country to the South
with vast solitudes to the north of liake
Winnipeg, it is plain that the mouth of
the Saskatchewan ha- little ground, nor
can other places on ttie Red River claim
any indulgence in maintaining that the
great city of the North-West is to be any
other than the City of Winnipeg.
The reading of the paper having been

concluded, the Lecturer resumed his scat
amid applause, and a discussion of matters
connected with the subject of the paper
followed.
Rev. Prof. Hart moved a vote of thanks

to the liCcturer. In expressing the
pleasure which the reading of the paper
had atlorded him, mentioned the fact tnat
he had himself gone over a portion of the
(country referred to, namely, that lying to
the cast of the Lake of the Woods anaup
Rainy River. Ht thought the country
owed a debt of gratitude for the courage
and iwrseverancc manifested by those
early explorers.
Mr. .1. Hoyes Panton seconded the


