
BETTER TERMS.

eecurlni an arn^n.lnient of the Iii.i.erUl

Act which left the way open for ihl.

province to continue lt» agli.Hon for

better term., notwithstanding the atti-

tude of the parliament at Ottawa, which

a-re*l to the payment to thl« prov ncc

of the 1100.000 a year foi a period of

ten year, and i.rovl.l.-d that when the

laat payment «houM have bi-.-ii made

ou. caae would he regarded a« closed.

and we ahould hasr no further oppor-

tunity to advance e^ldenoe In aupport of

our caae. already udmltted to he one

worthy of consideration.

Wkat tb* Words
•Ma'

••naal and Unaltar-

Kaaat.

with the conaent of the high contract-

ing purtlea.

Mr. Winston Ch.irchlU waa then Un-

der Secretary of Stat- for the Colontea.

and he laid down the rule that It waa

not permlaalhle fur the authorllle. at

Ottawa to pra.tlcaily dictate the bual-

neHH of the several provl.u-eH or frame

„p ail arrannement that waa i>ot In ac-

.ord with the views of the Interested

provinces. The action of the Imperial

Government « .« to leave the way open

for the province to still further press

Its legitimate claims, and thiM Legis-

lature, on the Tth March. 1906. reaf-

firmed Its position.

So dei.rinlncd was the then Finance

Mlni.t-r of the Uommlon, Mr KleMlng

and his ohlef. Hit Wilfrid Laurler. inat

the doors ahould be closed agalnat Brlt-

l,h Columbia securing Justice that they

even went so far as to Incorporate In

the act language strange Indeed to any-

one acquainted with parliamentary pro-

cedure. The words set down were -ftnal

and unalterable." So far as Ottawa

was concerned, there was no desire or

intention that we should have oppor-

tunity to preae.it our claim, no matter

upon how sound a foundation of right

and Justice It might rest. My own

course at London had been closely fol-

lowed by the Federal authorltlea. Sir

Wilfrid Laurier was himself In London

at the time, and took opportunity to

present hl« views to the Imperial Gov-

ernment, and they did not hesitate to

inslat that tl'ls paltry million was to

be taken a.- payment of all claims the

province nilsht have against the Do-

minion of Canada.

"For my part. I was insistent that the

Parliament at Ottawa had no right to

take that ttand—that U was not com-

petent for them to fay that these ques-

tions were settled until we were In

agreement. It would not have been con-

ceivable for the authorities at London.

In fairness, to have said that we should

be put In a position wherein we could

not follow up the argument which dur-

ing 80 many years we had been steadily

and consistently puninB ror»«.-. Tne

compact of Confederation was practi-

cally a treaty, and when it was pro-

posed to make any alteration, it must be

B«o«at JTecotia***"" »* Ottawa.

Xlie 1 eiit inl.xsioi. to Ottawa, of

which the report Is now before the

House. Is a complete vindication of the

poaltlon conslMtently maintaineil by this

province, we liaving been granted what

we ao long have aaked for—a commis-

sion empowered to examine fully into

the clalmr of British Columbia. The

various debates on the subject which

have Ukcn place in this Leglalature.

and the entire history of theae negotia-

tion*, win bear me out when I say again

today, as I have aald time and again In

sessions gone by, that thia Provincial

Government has always been desirous

of approaching this question in a non-

polltUal wsy W'e have never sought to

make party or political capital out of It.

but merely to press home at Ottawa

with all fairness and as strongly aa

possible what we regard as our legiti-

mate rlghta Nothing was done by us

to embarrass Sir Wilfrid Laurier or his

Government until he and they refused

to meet us in the fair way In which we

were entitled to be met. If we had at-

tempted to make this a party question

cur course would immediately have been

challenged, and we should have lost

ground Immeasurably. But unt'l we

were tr-ated In the manner the Domin-

ion Government proposed to treat us i"

1»07. there was no politics In our pre-

sentation of this question—we were

_,..-.,.. strivins to «et for British Col-

umbia what we contended she was right-

fully entitled to. When Sir Wilfrid

took the stand that he did. he left us no


