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Wc ;ill rf'iiKnil)or Dickens' description of the

;i]^]>reiitieinr; <>f ()liv( r Twist utid how narrowly he

eseu]ie(l rroiii the elutelies of (iiunlield the cliinniey

sweej). That was "'a nasty tra<U"."" as Mr. Litnh-

kins the l*oor I,uw (,niai'<liaii said. ))ut it cduld luirdly

liavi' ])ren worse than tlie trad' df hntty's hoy to

wliich tlnnisands dl' lads wei-e coiideiniied—we "an

hardly use any otlitr word- in the early (Ueades of

last century.'

This jiraetier of a]i])rent ieino- ^vas extremely

((iininun in South Staffordshire. In tjie words

of the Midland ^Mininfr t'omniissioiier : ''These

a])])i'entiees are ])au])ei's (U* orpliiins, and are

wjiolly in the powx^r oi' the huftics : sueli is the

i!(in;u.d of this ehiss of children ))y the butties

I hat there are scarcely any hoys in the I'nion

Workhouses of AValsall. \\'olveriia?iipton, Dudley

and Stoiu'hridu'c ; these hoys are sent on trial to

tlie Ijutties between the aijes of eiuht and nine,

and aL nine an; bound as a))]>rentices I'or kciivf

years, that is. to the aye of twent\'-one years

complete ; notwithstandii\o' this lonjf ap])rentice-

shi]), there is nothinsr whatever in the coal-mines

to learn. ])eyond a little dexterity, re;idily aecjuired

by short jiracticc, the or])han whom necessity has

driven into a workliouse is made to labour \n the

mines uritil the a<j;C of twenty-one. solely i'or the

beneht of another."

These a]))n-erdices received no })ay at all. They

' Even greater abuses existed in smie either trades in regard

to apprenticing. It was a v* , y widespread evil.

r


