
i6 The Pretenders [act I.

Sfettle. What you are doing is a fine thing, Haakon.

I know weU what it must cost you--

HaaUon^^ Evej^ one must go who - too^f-^^^

"^'fi'sHoVliX:^ r^n, Lr the King's M)^
lord King, you have made a great stride towards fnend-

'"'Sa^ltl.^r^rctW out hi^ ^«d io Wm). Thanks,

BiS^P You advised me for the best. Ask any boon

of me, and I shall grant it.

Bishop Nicholas. Will you?

^ststT-Ni^^^'^'r^^^^^^^
'

^^STn'%^a"r/°'^^^^^^^^^ the truest friend

I have ; I should be loth to send him so far from me.

mshop Nicholas. A king's friends should be royally

rewarded. Tie Earl Skule's hands in the way I have

advised you, and you are secure for all time.

nTkon (taking a sheet of parchmera). Vegard shal

have his governorship. {Write^.) This is my royal

mandate to him. (Bishop Nicholas moves away.)

Skule {approachCng the table). What are you writing ?

Haakon (handing him the parchment). Read.

Skule {reads, then looks fixedly at the Kmg). Vegard

Vseradal? To Haalogaland? ...
Haakon. In the northern part, where there is a post

^^Skuie Surely you have forgotten that Andres Skjal-

darband has a post in the north there? The two men

are bitter enemies. Andres Skjaldarband is one of my

men

—

Haakon {getting up,

Vseradal one of mine,

they be reconciled, and

to-day there must be no

and the Earl's men.

Bishop Nicholas. Hm
ently to what I intended

looking uneasy.)

Skule. Your thoughts

with a smtle). And Vegard

Therefore they must see that

the sooner the better. From
strife between the King's men

! This may turn out differ-

{Comes nearer to the King.

are wise and deep, Haakon.


