
COMMONS

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The rumours we hon. frionc tiat, lu my humble judgment, it
had were as to the precautions taken by je a reuîcrkable structure. It 18 itet remar-one of the gentlemen. able, however, for the que lity wbicb e

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. The hu ild look for lu suci a document or in
gentleman also spoke of the Quebec g sc a structure, but rather for the vex re-
Upon this point I have only ucrdge e It le remarkable, fot for its solidity,
that I do flot think the time is fitting or but for its elasticity. Il wae but. net of
opportune to diseuss the Quebec bridge to- euh, but et India rubber. Its planhs are
day. We all deplore the disaster. The net the ordiuary hourds, but nanelese, shape-
blame and the responsibility must rest o less thigs, inteuded te coutract or oxpand
somebody. If the government is to blame, ucerdîng te lime, place ant circumstancos.
we shall have to take the responsibility. Having rend that plctfrm with some care,
J am not prepared to say that we are; but I de net think I arn ut aIl unduly severe if I
at the present timue this subject is being in- Most
vestigated, and so long as we have not the ev proposition advanced i it le eoupled
report of the investigation I do not think w 1h a qualification couplod vith au if
it is fair to lay the blane on this one or ai' t but, which makes it susceptible ef n
that one. double interpretution. Evory lOba N ern-

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. What I ventured to it la tb c e Exe1 y stop
ask was w hether or not the plans lad been lUi oe olo otl by c o ekid .
approved by order in council, as provided
by the Act of 1903. 1hZ xvliut il ns, îy hon. ted rernded

tue \ eux machel et a cageil squirrel, clw cys luSir WILFRID LAURIER. As to that I aotieu, but clx ys rex lx ig la i i u1(cannot say, but I presume that the law has
been observed. I have simply to say to Secte surprise bas been expressed bocausemy hon. friend that vhether the plans the party were net called Iegetber lu cou-which were approved by myself and mycolleagues were faulty or not, it would be ti t d h p s ivery difficuit for anybody in the Council exchcuge views, te give cdvic s t wvht
Chamber to pass upon a matter of that should be the pelicy et the Purty fron nIein. hadte ct ~therepot e th (Jouserx'ative standipeint. Fer w ece, uaykind. We had to act on the report of the for months, he press et the purty was fulengmneers, and we hald alway-s the advice
of good and competent engineers. I have et t'e suggesto and thut sggestion
only one other remark to make on this w ten toto censideratien la tbe muer cir-
point, and that is with reference te the ar- e seens te be beyend deubt. We bave
ticle Of the Scieutific American, in which tetrd tue roîbling echees et discerd md
we are blamned for a lack of funds. With tlinder witbin the muer pcrty ulule.
reference to that I have only to say that Of course ve do net pretend te be
the article is based on the evidence of Mr. in tie secrets ethe party, but there
Cooper, and that evidence bas since been are corne seciets vhicb are ce public
contradicted by Mr. Cooper hinseif. H1ow- as stage whispers. and eean uisily
ever, the matter is under investigation, the underetand that it weuld have 1 cn
report will be laid on the table at an early qutte natural fer the party te bave wished
date, and then will be the time to discuss lo c a voice lu tue traiug et their
the whole subject and discuss it fully. policy. It cunuot ho oxpected that tho purty

At six o'clock, House took recess. xvuld be se Iukewarnî as te ho indiffcroit te
tbe attitude of ils leader oit public quoes-

Afte Recse.tiens. But my hou. friend the leader eftIheAfteropposition (Mr. R. L. Brden)-wh lu
House resumed at eiglît o'clock. correspeudence with hie tollers l overy
Sir WILFRID LAURIER. My ho. part et the Dominion, wbe received expres-

friend the leader of the Opposition, in t e
the course of bis address, brought within wost and contre-huew very vell that if be
the scope Of bis observations many topices ere te drav tle party tegether lu ceuncil, if
which are not to be found inside the howeretebring myheu. triend froni South
four corners of His Excellency's speech.Yor (r. W. . Mcean), and my bon.0f Ibis eCoreI uh ne sec.fiu fron West Toronto (MNr. Osier) te-Ofe thisn of Course I Imake no0 complaint. "'l
The bon, gentleman was quite withinb. getîer o1 a question et the isiîerehip et
rights. He travelled very far afield in public utilities, if lie vero te brhîg tegether
deed ; but there is one subject of 7vbich mty ion. triend frem Brantford (Mr. Cocwi-
he never spoke, and yet of which we have stutt) and sone et uny hou. friomde, wbon I
heard a good deal of late, both from sec opposite me, coming tron the vestern
himself and his supporters. The year 1907 provinces, ou a question et protection, ho
bas seen many important events. It bas weuîd have anything but a barntenieus de-
seen, for instance, the construction of the liberutive assenîbly. Ile %euld buve an as-
new platform for the new Conservative serbly l whicb cIl tbe dernens et discord
party. I have read that platform with some weuld ho lot leese and which would becerno
care. And I must say in all candour to my a veritable panderneninli. ny bon.

nr WILFRID LAURIER.


