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THE FRIEND OF SINNERES.
August 25th.] A.D.3L [Luke 7 : 40-50.

GoLbEN Texr:— T'hie man receiveth sinners.—
Luke 15: 2.

The anointing of our Lord related in the preceding
verses cannot be that recorded in Matt. 26 : 6, Mark
14 : & and Jn.12:3. The time, the woman who
anoints, tho objections to the anointing, and the
Lord's utterances are all different ; and though the
host here is called Simon we need not identify him
with **Simon the Leper.” Nor is there any reason
for supposing that the woman “which wasa sinner”
was Mary Magdulene.

This woman, up till this time of evil life, touched
with deep penitence, follows the Lord into the
Pharisee’s house, and pours out her penitence and
affection as recorded in ¢s. 37, 38. The Pharisaical
host is offended and concludesagainst the propheti-
cal character of Him who atlows tho touch of sucha
person.  Simon’s countenance may have manifested
his feelings ; but lie who reads the heart replies to
him in the touching passage before us, Addressing
him by pame, the Lord claims his attention: he
offers it (v. 40). The * creditor” and the *‘two
debtors ” represent the Lord Himself, the woman
and Simon. The represontation is from the Phari-
seo’s own point of view, according to which the
wom n’s 8ins were many—his few. Suppose, then,
both “ forgiven,” the Lord asks which debtor—the
greater or the less —will love wost, t.e., will have
most of the love of gratitude. Simon cannot but
answer—*‘ he to whom he forgave most.”’ By this
answor the Lord vindicates both the woman and
Himgelf ; the woman in what she did; Himself in

what He allowed ber to do. Simon’s meagre_cour-
tery to bis guest (the witbholding of water, oil, the
kiss, was not necessarily & violation of eourtesy) is
ocontrasted with the profusion of grateful affection
shown by the penitent. The contrast is closed

by the declaration that her many sins are forgiven,
because she loved much; i.r., her much love is
<vidence that her sins are forgivon. The Scriptures |
do not _teach that love, or any virtue, merits, par-

on. Only for Christ's sake is pardon bestowed, and
love is fruit and evidence of pardon.

The last clause of v. 47 is ganeral in form, but yet
referg too surely to Simon  His little love showed
little sense of pardon. Not ebscurely is it hinted
that his being pardoned at all was very doubtfal,
Aund now He in wheso hand all judgement is tJu. 52
22\, He against whom sin is directed, He whose oye
detects truo penitence : sfays directly tothe woman,
as He did to the sick of the palsy, (Matt. 9:2) * thy
sing are forgiven thee.” It was something that her
penitential homage was not spurned ; but what joy
these words muet have brought her! * With coles-
tisl love the Lord ascends & yot more and more ex-
alted climax in His language.”

It was nntural that men who did not know Christ
Dor believe in Him should say. as they had _done
bsfore. (chap. 5: 21), ** who is this that forgiveth sing |
also?”  They hide their unbelief under the mark
of zeal for God’s prerogative. Another gracious
ward to the womau ends the scene.  She is assured
ofber salvation : and her salvationis ascribed toher |
.[faith.” Faith had made her one with Him whose .

blood cleanseth from all #in,” (1Jn. 1: 7, Rom. 3:
®). As in Mark 5:3¢ tho final word is “go in
pescs ;" not “* go before thy peace is disturbed by
the tumalt around thee :”’ but “go to enjoy ever-
l!‘l::;r:i ;g dl.ny service, the peace which you have now

Jam, 23:

RETURN OF THE SEVENTY.
September 1.] A.D. 32 [Luke 10: 17-24,

GoLvey Text :—Blessed are the cycs which sce the
things which ye see.~~v. 25,

The mission of the seventy is recorded by Luke
only. The instructions given them correspond in
many particulars with those given the twelve, Matt.
10: 1-42; Mark 6:7-11. Their mission was tempo-
rary: they were to prepave places for receiving the
Lord Himself, (v. I). It has been said, but without
authority, that Luke himself was of this number.

Having accomplished their mission, the seventy
return, {not necessarily all at the very same time),
joyful becauso tha ** demons " were svbject to them
in their Lord’s name. (Che plural- devils—isnever
applied in the original tircek to evil spirits: there
is only one **devil'). Theirtriumph over the de-
mons seems to bulk before eversthing in theirmind;
perhaps the more so us they had not been taught to
expect it. The disciples, t. o, bad lately failed to
cast out an evil spirit (chap. 9: 40). The Lord does
not forbid their joy ; but He shews them still higher
ground for it. The whule duminion of Satan should
be destroyed by Ilis gospel ; and as typical of this,
He “beheld ” or **was beholding  this once bright
gpirit fall, swift as lightning, from heaven. From
eternity indeed He had seen the expulsion of Satan
from heaven, and his ever-deepening descent, but
the reference rather is to something recently seen.
He, as Lord, had absolute power over Satan (or the
devil) and all his ngents and instruments, and He
gives the T0 power or authority to triumph over all
his forces too, (See Ps. 91: 13 ; Mark 16: 17-18, Acts
28:5). This is an investiture with miraculous
power ; but, farther it means their completo victory
in Him over the whole corporution of cvil, Satan.
whose emblem the serpent is, sbeuld be * brulsed
under their feet,’”” Rom. 16: 2v, Gen. 3:15. Prideand
soif-seeking might, however, accompany their as-
cendency overthe spirits: let them rather rejoice in
their personal relativns to His Futher and to Him,—
rejuice that ** theirnames”’ (reference o Hls-—"_‘h_y
pawe,”’—in v, 1/), were in the list of heavenly citi-
zens, {(On this list see Ex. 32: 32, Ps. 69: 28, Dan.
12: 1, Phil. ¢ - 3, Heb. 12: 23, Rev. 3:5.) .

The Lord *imself in that hour rejoiced ““in spirit”
in the Holy bpirit given to Him without measure -
when Ho coutemolated the sovereiga goodness and
mercy of Hjs Father. and the glorious mediatorial
dominion given to Himself, Ho who doesall things
according to the counsel of His will, had revealed
to child-like faith what the prou.i philosopher could
not see, 1 Cor. 1: 18-31. It isnot the *‘hiding” in
itself for which the Lord gives thanks ; but tbat in
God’s sight_it seemed good to reveal to *‘babes®
what the wise failed tosee. .

The Lord rejoices in fis dominion, which embracs
all(v. 22). See Matt. 28: 18, Ju. 3335, 17: & No
one knew the son or can reveal Him but the Father;
and no one knows the Father and can reveal Him
hut the Son. He and His Father are one; the
Father is in Him and He in the Fathor.

With affection he privately tolls the disciples how

great the gnvileges under the gospel were. FPious
men of old, of the greatest eminence (* kings and
prophots’’) had wistfully looked forward to the

times of the New Dispensation, (** there may be an
affectiog reference te the last words of David,” 2
eo Jn. 8 ;54.

To live in this batter dispensation is our privilege
too. How great the respensibility : how great shoutd
bo ourjoy !



