 Honi soit qui mal y pen

se.——Dieu et mon droit.”

OXNLY OXNE CENT EACH.

QUEBEC

Mouday, 3. 5 April, 1878,

T0 1HE EZLEZLTORS OF THE
FRGVINCE.

You uow <land face to face with
the greates! prollem of vour life-
time. A great issue is prosented von
forsolution. You are calied upon o
decide for the firstlime an nportant
question  of consiitutiona! policy.
1tis this = wiil you holdzo the ines-
timable principle of =elf gavernment
secuzed 190 vou by ths jractice and
traditions of the Empire, or will von
surrender that right with all that is
therein imglied to the single head'
that may for the time e appointed
to rule over you from the londly
halls of Spestcer Wood ?

The zrext central principle of the
British Gonstitution s that the Ring

in fact,
under the advice of the adminds
tion of the day that may be s:lectad
hy himsubiect 1o the approval of the
people’s represeatatives, and who,
therefore, musl have the conlidence

own politicxl or personal views of
policy ; and theugh he may under
the consiitution fiave the righl lo
change his advisers, he isbound ta
take them from fthe majo:il};‘ in the
legislature, or $fnone arein his ofi-
nion fitted u]) be hlig:dﬁsus, that he
must appeal to people 10 ascer-
Qin_ wl E:;':h party it isPl&cir wish
shall govern the country ; and this
he must do before dismissing an
exisling government ; otherwise
Leinsults the people who, through
their nrwsami\-u in parliament,
have alioted tohim these adviscrs.
LieutGovernor Letellier refused
toact upon the advice of his cabi
dismissed them of iiis own motion
in the closing hours of parliament,
atatime when they the
confidence of a large majority there.
in and were strongerin that conk-
dence that li:=y had ever benal

an ious ume, aud seplaced
:hgn T minixters selected fm?:.\ the

minority :—then. and not till then,
did he apgeal to .the peopls. The
statement of facts, as they, appearsd
to the LieutGovernor, and the
answer to them, are befcre vou,

vou have had amyle time to digest
them ; and the House of Coinmons.
the highest court of reference in the
nation, to which yvou app=ated have
by a majerity vote of 12 declined to
set right or prononses any opiniun

I

) upon the merits of the Jaesiion 4t .aentdid not represent 2 ma,utity
1 £ -

issue between you aud the Lieat
Govertior; and have sent the ques
iion back to you for seltlement at
atthe polls. Havea care how you
decide it

We hav- -
g the power o~ =3
.may reside in

~ly admitted that

as contenied for,
¢ Licat.-Governor,
tthat is, the right 9 s aside by an
! arldtrary excriise of the rerogatite
the decrees of the peog

}:: constite
tionally pronounced in  parliament,
and to reject the adiice of his minis
iers acling in conc.et with your re
presen’stives; hutitis contrary o
asage to dos0, == in practice il 1=
obriously a dangerous power 10 i
voke. Your endursement of the
principle contended for by the Licat
Goveino~ may prove disastrous to
vour rightsand literiies in the fu
a5 as thereby voru will be affirm
iug the dangerous docirine that a
Lieut -Governor is not hound to v
the'executive of vour wishes, and i~
at liberty (o rejoct the adrisers you
may appoin? 10 him and to choose

)

.may. You will thereby surrender pr ang
or hils representative does nat rule; and sel aside parliamentary institu '
ut musl at all times e

tions aud every recaguized principle

. of responsible government.  Charles
Sart contended with the people for
this prerogative sight, and helosthis

ficad m the attem

1 ; hissoa revived
the claim and ha

before they won back whatthcy had
lost.

You will remember that the gra-
vamen of the Lical.Governor’s com-
plaint against Mr. de Bouchervilie's
administration was that they had
been extravagant aud prodigal to
recklessnessin theirfinancial policy,

i

into dedt, mainly by undertaking
pablic enterprises beyond the ability
ofthe province 2o pay for. Admit-
ing for thesake of asgamant, whut

prelension is well founded, weinsise
that the Lieut-Governor went be.

net, | vond his privileges in pronouncing

any opinion upon that point, he may
have an opinion asany other suljact
may, buthe hasnot the right fo
express it nor take action there-
upon. But the same charge may bz
made, and wiaanuch greater truth,
against the Dominion Goverament
by the Governor General. They,
00 have largeiy increased the pablic
expenditure.
intoa deficitand Iaid upontha coun-
ur additional taxation ; ther have

also added 10 the debl

his own, when and whercsover hie

3 it allowed; hut
of parliament. He is bound- 1o take* the people paid 2 fearful price for;
that advice withoul reference to his, theirapathy, and it took many vears

that they had plungad the vaincei

we donotin fact admit, that this|

couverted a_surplus)

‘Their majority in parliament is
 relatively very much less than that
which supported Mr. DeBoucher-
/gille. The  Licul.-Governor (on-
iended, however, or perhaps pre-
sraded. that the majority in parlia.

The ety of (w.clecshoalid he the
. last to compliua of the raslney debt,
mainly she has had the largest
“measire of whasage fromat i the
ildi - North Shore hine,
which sue had sl ad@r gepeaied
Latiempts for 2o vears tado by means
fthe people of the provinec. notl-, of lucal effort. he poonle who have
thstanding that since the gencera! the best rizht tu ¢ vtapian 1 regard
«lection thev had never lost it seat, to this debt are fiose vir the South
a1 any special vacancy created since , Shore, who hate tv hear their pro}
tthen @ while the feleral ;_:orcm-h-orxiouatc s of the liabilities
.ment have lost 18 in the same space incurmd, ma..ly for the advaniage
,of time, and had some ministers re ;of Quebec and Montreal, and they
jected and others barely saved at have not conplam:
the polls. What would the liberals!  Thecry of eauras
say 1f Lond Dafferin were suddenly . unfounded s truzih. Quebre com-
wsend Mr. Mackenzie to the right’ pares favoralay in this respect with
about as Mr. Letellier did Mr. D2-;Ontario. What is called extrava.
Boucherville 2 would they noi prol- ; gance resulis of negessitz from ar-
<t as the conservatives are dvang , cumstances wer which government
y2ad would no! these same con- can have no conirol. The enure
jservatives join in thai protest ? sure- ' charge for «ii public seruces, not
.15 they would. pstriely muaepal e thar character
Let us now look at those fea- and even fui some of them, Is paid
wres of the DeBoucherville policy out of the Previndal Treasury,
agamst which liberals so loudly while in ihe other provinces it is
dectam. First and chiell the debt borne in part by the municipalities.
of the province is an article m the We are oblizad by law 10 use two
sulictment.. Wedispose of that ob  lauguagesnews-sitaling double work
jection by simply denying thatasa andlwo ses of servaiis
matler of facl, the province 1z mmy  The great area over whih our
.febl. Whatwe understand by a pub- , popitiation 1 scsliered ausss the
irc debt i3 a very different thing , Juiside public service tobr far more
+10 a mere ledger account in which ™ expensise thin the number of our
. balance each otiiez. . population would secmn 20 justify.—
1 a nation go to war, and spend casidl :lllllllhlslmlso:l is hased on the
.in ats prosecution the money bor-; 0! French model, therely render-
.rowed therefor as well as 1% ownting the legal machinry cambro: s,
i funds, at the close of theconthict [ or.ﬂ““ of .ourse, more expensive , and
ythe first named sum she is so much . finally wx have two houses of legis-
iin debi, wnasmuch asshe hasuoting, lation—ihe upper being a contsir-
toshow asaseltoff forit. In ourcase; ance in the interest of the minority
we have for the larger part of our; tchich tacy seill nol 5ite up, cxvept by
jpretended delt a railway o show  having subslituted for our present
ig?n,, which will be more or less re. svslem a Legislation Unlon, which
jnumesative and will ukimaiely re-; 3530 the majority willnot Tonsent
,deem 1is own cost; aad for the rest ; 10- Theadoption of direct taxatin for
¢we have it mvesied in fact, in other, §nszﬂsn3¢mms ourgrasentfixed and
jrailways owned by private compa., in 2xibie revenue is only aques.
ai ich.tion of iime. It is bound to come
H

anee is eiqually

aies: the sum advanced o which: d 1 i 20 «
ill of necessity come back 1o they—we have simply auticipated that
province intheprofits fromincreassd , time by undertaking now, insiad
business, and through the au:-§°f§'!5‘§”“‘“' our railway projects;
;menied population. which will fol.,and if the oSligations im upen
low. The capital of the province icus thereby have already overreach-
jin 13 wild lands; they are worthless ; ¢d the limits of our inadequate reve-
uniil occupied; reilwavs will pro-in“%'x“ is you, and ng‘.‘:ne govern-
mote their seitlemant. The moaey , M2nl, who is responsible for bring-
j borrowed, therefore, for these rail-; ing upon the country the present

W isstrictly sﬁ:ﬁing,no‘.a debe. jnecessity for direc: iaxation. The
1 You will also T in mind thay;Srstem isin UCS 173 every pro-

this debi, if deb it b2, was incurred , Vince of the Dominion e
jat vour request. You were unanim. bec ; aud 19 this circumstance is
out in ursing upon the successive jreferable thegreater vigorand more
overaments of Messrs. Chauveau; iolid prospenity of our sisters pro-
uimel. and.Deboucharville the vinces.
licy of fosiesing railway enterprise
and you have from first 10 last sus.
uilncd“xhem ‘i‘n doinghso;fand itis News N ¥
oaly the trath to sayv thatif aiivour] Grea? Nass Meelin g Yeslerday.
petitions and demands had bien ) —
sranted the debt wouid hare b:eni The meeting on Champlain mar-
many millioas of doliars largerthan 1 ket wharf vesterday was the most
itis ‘m;gniﬁc-:nx demonstration hat has

minion excep: Que-
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