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family life of our people, Sad as must be the confession, and yet
there can he no doubt ef the faet, the home is no longer the sehool
in which the elementary prineiples of -sspeet for and obedience
to constituted authority are taught, Respoet for parents, which is
the foundation stone of all authority. ix usither enforeed nor
respeeted. and, failing that, all effort to maintain in wide: spheres
that regard for law and order <o essential to the well.heing of a
country must of neeessity he fruitless,

Of the prevalence of sericus erimes against the per<on we have
in the columns of the daily press evidenee which cannor be denied,
and should not he disvegarded.  Searesly a day passes . which
we have not the record of some deadly erime for which no
adeqpiate reason ean be assigned, or provoeation alfeged.  Witul
murder. frequently foltowed by suieice. may almost be said to
h(‘ a eohnnon oeeurrenese,

On the one hand we have the reeklessness with which human
life is assailed, and, op the other, the sentiment whick shrinks
from the punishiment of the wan or woman whe do not hesitate
tu take that 1ifs for the gratification of passion, the lust for gain.
or on the speeions plea of selfdetonee. The freqe ney with
which jurors exeuse the most serious erimes un the plea of in-
sunity is evidenee of this,

How strangely this contrasts with the religions activity which
s ane of the characteristios of the present age, amd wnich ecer-
tainly is both sineere, and well directod. and in aceordanee with
the teaching of Christianity.  Zoal o oweestunuey andd philan-
thropiv work ix to be commended, but there is cvidently some-
thing wanting which zeal in those divections does ot provide,

There can be no doubt that the poss wion snd handling -
dendiy weapoba, saeh as the revolver pid the knife, often 1ad
to their use wsler cirognstanees whivh, but far iheir porosence,
would not be attenued with fatal, or even very serioiis results,
The man with a revelver in his pocket will he very apt to use it if
involved in n onarrel which otherwise wonld he settled oy a blow
of the v, The polive would be domng a rowd work if they took
a little more (rouble in vompelling the oosorvance of the law
with regard to swh weapons,




