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the adual charges of thefe wars. The total amount

may be fixed fomewhcre perhaps between four and

fix liundred millions. To this we muft fubjoin the

value of fixteen or twenty thoufand merchant fhips

taken by th« enemy. This diminutive article of fix-

ty or an hundred millions would have been fullicicnt

for tranfportijig and fettling eight or twelve hundred

thoufand farmers, with their families, on the banks

of the I'otowmack or the Miflllfipi. By the report u-

bove quoted, we learn, that in 1783, the interetl of

our public debts extended to nine millions, and

five hundred thoufand pounds, which is equivalent

to an annual tax of twenty fliilUngs per head, on
every inhabitant of Britain. The friends of our in-

telligent and relpet'lable minifter, Mr. Pitt, make an

infinite bullle about the nine millions of debt which

his ingenuity has difchnrged. They ought to ar-

range in an oppofite column, a lift of the additional

tuxes, which have been impofed, and of the myriads

«f families, whom fuch taxes have ruined. At beft,

we are but as a perfon transferring his money from

the right pocket to the left. Perhaps a Chancellor

of Exchequer might as well propofe to empty the

Ualtick with a tobacco pipe. Hud the war with

America laftcd for two years longer, Britain would

not at this day have owed a Ihilling; and if we fliall

perfill in rufliing into carnage, with our former con-

tempt of all feeling and refieclion, it may ftill be ex^

peded that according to the pradlice of bther na-

tions, a fpongc or a bonefire will tiniih the g^ie of

funding.

What advantage h:is refulted to Britain from fuch

iiiccfiant fcenes of prodigality and of bloodflied .'' In

the wars of I08g, a'nd 1702, this country was nei-

ther more nor lefs than an hobby horfe for the Em-
peror and the Dutch. The rebellion in 17I5 wa^
excited by the defpotic infolence of the Whigs.

The purchafe of Bremen and Verden produced the
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