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TOBAOO.
ToRAOo, on* of the Ylett India islands

btlontinK to Great Itrltain, is about thirty-

tilt nilltm in lungtb, and twelve in hrcadtn.
In lAiiSi two hundred mna, from Flushing,
landod th«rs to lay th« the foundation of a
l>ulflh eolony i upon wliieh the ueighbour-

ini Indiana Joined with the Spaniards to
oppose an establisliment lliat gave um
braife to both. V'hoever attempted to stop
their fiir/i were murdered or laiien prison-

ers i and tlie few wlio escaped into the
woods soon dosfrted the island.

In 1064, the Dutch sent a fresh colony to

Tobajro, which was driven out, in IfliiS, by
the Knitllsli, Tlie English were soon de-

§
rived of this conquest bv the French;
ut Loula XIV., satfsfled with having con-

quered It, reitored It to the Dutch. In the
month of February, tS77> a French fleet,

destined to eiece upon Tobago, fell in with
the Dttteb fleet sent out to oppose this ex-

ttedltion. They engaged in the road of the

laland ^ and the courage displayed on both
aldaa waa auch, that every ship was dis-

maated, nor did the engngcment cease till

twelve vessels were burnt. The French
lost the fewest men i but the Dutch kept
poBsessioB of the island.

D'Kstrees was determined to take it, and
landed there the aame year, in the month
of December, at a time when there was no
Meat to obstruct his progress. A bomb,
thrown from his camp, blew up their pow-
der magacine. whicfi proved a decinive

strobe I and the Dutch, unable to resist,

surrendered at discretion. The conquerors
availed themielvca to the utmost of the
rlglita ot war i not contented with racing

the forllfleations, they burnt the plan-

lationa, seised upon all the sidps in the

harbour, and transported the inhabitants.

Thia eonquest was secured to Franco by the
peace that toon followed.

The French, however, neglected this im-

portant Island ( not a single man was sent

thither for many years, and it fell into a
very low condition. The English claimed
a right to Tobago; their arms conflrmed
their pretensions ; and it was ceded to

England by the peace of 1763. It was
taken by the French in I78I, and ceded to
them by the peace of 1783. The English
again took it in the French republican war,

(1793), and it now remains with them.

THE BAHAMAS.
Thksb islands, the flrst which Colum-

bus discovered in America, are about Ave
hundred in number, and belonii; to Great
Uiitain. St. Salvador, one of them, was
tlie first land discovered by Columbus, on
tlie 12th of October, UJ2. They are, in

general, little more than rocks just above
water. When first discovered, some were
densely inhabited, and their natives were
sent, by the Spaniards, to perish in the
mines of St. Domingo. Not one of them
had a single inhabitant in 1672, when the
English landed a few men on that called
New Providence, who were all destroyed
by the Spaniards seven or eight years after.

This disaster did not deter other English-
men from settling there in 1690. They had
built about 150 houses, when the French
and Spaniords jointly attacked them in

1703, destrojred their plantations, and car-
ried off their negroes. The pirates next
got possession, and insulted every flag, till

1719, when England fitted out a sufiicient

fo-—e to suhduj them. The greater part of
thf n accepted the pardon held out upon
SI nission, and served to increase the co-
lony., which Woods Rogers brought with
him from Britain.

There are other islands in the West
Indies, belonging to the English, Danes,
Swedes, and Dutcii, but of so little coiiside-
ration, that to give details of them would
afford but little interest or real inorina
tion to our readers.

THE HISTORY
OF

AUSTRALIA AND POLYNESIA.

Untiii the last nenturv It was believed

that a great continent existed in the South-
ern Ocean, to which the name of Terra
AiutraliB wa* given t it being inferred that

the difrHceiit points of land discovered to

the south of the islands of Java and Cele-
bes, and of (he Cape of Good Hope, afforded

ainiile proof of such n theory. The disco-
veries nf modern gcogrnplmrs, however, go
to invalidate the hypothesis that there is

any continent south of America.
under the names of Auslrnlin (or Aus-

tralasia) and Polynesia is comprehended a
maritime division of the globe, in contradis-
tinction to the older terrene divisions of

!

Europe, Asia, Africa, and America ; being
altogether a classification of islands, includ-
ing no one continent under a general name,
like the other divisions of the world, in
which various kingdoms are circumscribed
by one sliorc ; and so far it is an anomaly in
geographical cinssitication. We shall first

speak of tlie more important division, now
known as
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