
76

Lateral line almost straight.
Head emalll The snout projects beyond the mouth, which is small with caruncles, 

and bilobed on the lower aide. Nostrils, double, close to each other, the posterior one is 
the largest, and is covered with a valve. Large eyes. The general color of the fish is a 
silvery white with brilliant gold and greenish tints.

IIYDBAROYRA ATRICAUDA.

French.—Hydrargyre à barre noire d la queue.
English.—Minnow. Champlain Minnow.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygiant, of the family of Cyprinoidet, of the 
genus Bydrargyra,

This fish, the ordinary length of which varies between 21 and 41 inches, is found in 
streams and little rivers. It is found in abundance in Canada, where it is used as bait for 
the larger fish of the River St. Lawrence. It is allied to the Fundulus, a variety of 
which I described in my Report of 1863 under the name of Fundulut Vindetcens. The 
latter fish is common in the Brackish waters of the Gulf. It is used on our sea-coast lor 
baiting cod lines, when the ordinary supply of bait is scarce.

The Hydrargyra is covered over the whole body including the head with scales of 
moderate sise of orbicular form. There are 86 on the lateral line which is almost straight. 
There are on the head and opercule a certain number of mucous pores, three pairs of which 
are inside, one pair in front and the other pair in rear of the orbit».

The nostrils are double, and open at a distance of one line, one from the other. The 
posterior one is larger than the anterior. The eye is large, and near the snout. The 
mouth is of moderate sise, the tongue is rather long and thin. The lower jaw is longer 
than the upper, and there are in it several rows of small pointed turned up teeth. In the 
upper jaw there are some very fine small teeth.

The natatory bladder is of very simple construction and very thin. It occupies the 
whole of the abdominal cavity. All the fins are rounded at the extremities. The dorsal 
fin is large, and is placed very far back. Its anterior part is a little in rear of the com
mencement of the ventral fin. It is composed of 15 rays, the first of which is the shortest. 
The others increase in length till nearly the last ray.

The pectoral has................................................................................... 15 rays.
The ventral has........................................................................................6 “
The anal has...........................................................................   10 “
The caudal has...................................................   12J “

Tho color is a very dark brown on the back and head, on the sides olive brown with 
appearance of transverse bare of darker hue, some 15 or 18 in number. There is a nar
row black stripe well marked on the lateral line. Near the tail, there is a transverse black 
stripe, two lines in width, which is the distinctive mark of this species of Hydrargyra. 
Among the specimens examined, were several females whose ovaries were filled with ova, 
one-fifth of a line in diameter. The male fish seemed to be smaller than the females.

AMIA OCBLLIOAUDATA,—Richardton.

French.—Amie <1 ocelle tur la queue.
In Canada.—Poitton Cattor, Poitton de Marait.
English.—Mudfith, Wet tern Mudfish, Bowfin of Lake Champlain.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacoptcryjjnw, of the family of Clupeoidet, of the 
genus Amia. X

This fish which is rather common in this part of North America, whose name is de
rived from the shape of the tail, resembling that of the beaver, is found in the River 8t. 
Lawrence, although not in abundance. It is found rather in the placid waters of our in
land lakes.

The specimen from which I have prepared this description, was taken near Sorel in 
the St Lawrence, and was furnished by Vital Têtu, Esq., of Quebec.
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