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his great fupcriority* obliged col. Wafhington to fur-

render ', but the colonel obtained honourable conditions

for himfelf and the troops. The Britilh \oik about 40
men ; the lofs of the French was never known. It was
obfei ved that they were aflilled by a conliderable num-
ber of Indians, who had long been in the Briti.h alli-

ance. This adion had a very bad efFc^ upon the Bri-

tifli interelt in America. Tho' the French commander
had engaged by the capitulation to do all he could to

prevent the Britiih from being infulted by the favages,

yet the latter plundered the baggage and attacked the

Britifh in their retreat, killing fome and fcalping others.

Thus the French remained vidtors ; the Indians were
I
confirmed in their defecftiony and the frontiers expofed
thro' the ill-timed parfimony of the provinces. The
enemy on the other hand> wifely improved the prefent

advantage, and eredled forts to fecure to themfelves the

muiet pofFeniou of that fertile country. Thus the no-
bleft opportunity was lod of keeping our Indians fleady^

land for building a fort at a fmall expence, in a pafs fo

jcommodioufly (ituated between the mountains, that it

[would have effedlually covered and defended two ofour
frontier counties, from the inroads of the French and
their Indians. When the true flate of the affair came
to be known at London, his majefty inftrudted the earl

>f Albemarle to reprefent it at the court of France as a
formal breach of the peace; but no fatisfa<5tory anfwer
^as obtained. The £nglifh miniftry however were a-

rerfeto war; and notwithftanding the French cncroach-
lents and hoftiiities, they hoped to fettle all difputes

)y negotiation ; yet the people faw, from the nature of
the French encroachments and hbftilities in America^
that war was unavoidable.

While the con^refs, formerly mentioned^ was held at

Llbany, governor Shirley proceeded with 1000 men to

theealtern parts of the province, and with the confent

)f the Indians, built fort Weftern and fort Halifax u-

)on the river Kenebeck, the former about 37 miles •

[rom the mouth of it, and the other about ^4. Thefe
rere credted toftop the progrefs of the French on that

[uarter, which was in great danger from thofe at Que-
Jc and Crown Point; and tc eflPeiSt a folid friendfhip
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