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adapted to ])(»lllnalion by these insects. Darwin' lins shown that the flowers are fertiU>

with their own poUen. Floerlra and, api)arently, Liwnanthrs Maroutrii, with smaller,

inconspicuous flowei's, are apparently adapted to pollination by small bees and are likely

to be Couud ("idly seH-fcrtile, but no observalions iiave bei'U made on them. The seeds

ol' both j^enera are enclosed in inte^unu'uts consistinj^ of brown, rather thin-walled

cells, the outer and iinu'r layers of which are collapsed cul closely surrounded by the

indehiscent, rnjjfosi'-tubei'cniate ])ericarp, which is soft, and consists externally of thick-

walled, rather |)ale cells, some of which, on the outsicK-, develop into thick-walled, ver-

rucose, rounded papillae. \ am iniable to oll'er any suj^^ticstion eonci'rniiif^ their dissem-

ination, or the use of the peculiar roughenin*'- ol' the i)eiicarp. (Note S.)

OXALIDE.AK.

Flowers rep^nlai', .'-merous, liomo,i>'one or hetei"of»'(ine ; sepals ind)ricate, persistent;

])etals convolute, distinct or somewhat united near thi' base, dccidnons; stamens twice

as many as the sepals, sometimes with an additional si-t of auricles or stei'ile scales;

}>lands greatly reduced or wanting, alternate with the sipals wlu-n present; carpels

alternate with the sc[)als. 0.iv///Wr(^/r of continental writers.— Fivegenei-a, thive of them

contlned to tropical Asia, one South American, the otiu'r widely distributed.

OXALIS, L. Gon. n., 382; Bentli. ami Hook, den., i, 27(5.

Annual or perennial often bnlbifi-rous herbs, sometinu's sullruticose (»i- frutescent,

with compound petiolate mostly estipulate leaves; stamens ten, monadelphous below,

in two sets of ditferent length, all antheriferous; ovary somewhat lobed, forming i\

loculicidal capsule tipped by the ])ersistent distinct styles; seed with a longitudinally-

dehiscent arilloid outer coat, the firm more or less viscid inni'r integument nsualls

sculptured; emliryo straight, with jjlane cotyledons, in altundant albuintMi. O.ri/s ol

older writers.—.\.i)out 220 specie's, mainly in South America and Africa.

Synopsis of Xohth Amkiucan Speciks.

*Caidescent; flowers yellow, sometimes, like the rest of the plant, tinged with red-pur-

Leaves nnifoliolate with free setaceous stipules . . . O. dIchmdraefolUi-

Leaves pinnately trifoliolate, estipulate (J. livrhuidicri.

Leaves i)ahnately trifoliolate, estipulate or with short adnate stipules; leaflets subses-

sile, more or less ol)l;(picly obeordale-cum'ate.

Leafy branches from a stout woody caudex O. Wrif/htii.

'Cross aiul Soll'-furUliziiUoii, Itiik'x.


