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400 EXISTENCE AND DEITY.

cnlar<^in" liis views 'vith respect to them. This noble instrument, as well

as the micro3Coi)e, by wliicli wo become acquaiutod witli the invisible

world in the other direction, is made of what are regarded as the humMest

of earthly materials ; still, but for their vso we mi.i^ht be to-day in the

position in which the people of l')00 or 2000 years a,:^o wore, having no

definite knowledge, and constantly changing our views and groundless

theories as to the system of the universe and Infinite existence.

There is nothing more evident than that man is of the same '^ature in

every respect as the world in which he dwells, the media in which ho

lives and moves, lie is in fact, as any other creature' that exists in it, a

part of it. It is quite as evident, from what asti'ouomy and other sciences

teach ns that the earth is of the same nature a-? are all those glorious

worlds by which it is surrounded. It is, in fact, if we may so express it,

a part of the universal whole. We see all these orbs, co-existeiit in space,

in mutual dependence on each other, as are tlic members of the human

body ;
yea, and more so, for the human bodv may loso one or more of its

members; but one of those heavenly bojios, a lac'mbiir of the great

universe, cannot be lost, not a particle of it. Thoy all universally obey

the same laws proceeding from that simjile principle of gravitation, a

principle which not ouly preserves their existence in the forms m ivh!ch th'^u

are but also governs their motio7is, and conjmes them exactly to their own

places. "NVc see that the principles of light and licat and gr.u'itatiMu act,

exactly alike, and eipially, with respect to them all. This elect is abuii-

dantlv* suScieut to teach us that they are all of the sinne go a oral

substance ; but of this fact we have sensible evidence by b)ing made, a-j

it were intimately acijuainted with the surfaces of those that are nearest

us by means of the telescope, and with the nature and constitution of

those that are fixr distant from us by means of the colors of their light,

and spectrum analysis. They are all the same general substance, the

<5arae spirit pervades the whole ; they are all individual members of the

infinite ivhole. When we walk abroad and see a laborer digging a ditch or a

pit '1 the earth the thought sometimes strikes us, that the substance on

Nvhich that laborer is operating is just the kind of substance of which we

ourselves are comprised, and to which we shall one day, perhaps, ere long

return as it has happened to an infinity of our predecessors of mankind :

that substance appears humble, but wherein is our superiority to it. And

vet how few there are of mankind to whom such a thought ever occurs in

its proper sense. Men are accustomed to look upon such things as

altogether beneath their notice ; and not to allow such thoughts for a

uioment to occupy their mind. They look upon the earth as a dead thing,

devoid of life ; and yet it is full of the principle of life ; there is not the

minutest particle of lifeless matter in the whole earth, nor in the universe

;

yea the earth itself, as well as all worlds, is all existing in life. We who

are present are accustomed to think of the earth as a dark, cheerless


