
European kingdoms, were but the antechambers to that till then

undreamt of Dominion, whoso illimitable dimensions alike confound

the arithmetic of the surveyor, and the verification of the explorer.

It was hence that, counting her past achievements as but the

prelude to her future exertions and expanding destinies, she took

a new departure, and .felt herself no longer a mere settlor along

the banks of a single river, but the peer of any power on the

earth." Four years then elapsed, and at the same point of the

Canadian North-West, his successor in the office of Governor-

General, the Marquis of Lome, in an address which he delivered

in Winnipeg, in 1881, most warmly supported these views. He
said :

" Unknown a few years ago, wo now see Winnipeg rapidly

lifting itself to the front rank amongst the commercial centres of

the Continent. We may look in vain elsewhere for a situation so

favourable and so commanding—many as are the fair regions of

which we can boast. There may be some among you before whose

eyes the whole wonderful panorama of our Provinces has passed

—

the ocean garden island of Prince Edward, the magnificent valleys

of St. Johns and Sussex, the marvellous country, the home of

" Evangeline," where Blomidon looks down on the tides of Fundy,

and over tracts of red soil, richer than the weald of Kent. You
may have seen the foHified Paradise of Quebec ; and Montreal,

whose prosperity and beauty are worthy of her great St. Lawrence,

and you may have admired the well-wrought and splendid Province

of Ontario, and rejoiced at the growth of her capital Toronto, and

yet nowhere can you find a situation whose natural advantages

promise so great a future as that which seems ensured to Manitoba,

and to Winnipeg, the Heart City of our Dominion. The measure-

less meadows which commence here, stretch without interruption

of their good soil westward to your boundarj'. The Province is a

green sea over which the summer winds pass in waves of rich

grasses and flowers, and on this vast extent it is only as yet here

and there that a yellow patch shows some gigantic wheat field.

There was not one person who had manfully faced the first diffi-

culties—always far less than those to be encountered in the older

provinces—but said that he was getting on well, and he was glad he

had come, and he generally added that he believed his bit of

the country must be the best, and that he only wished his friends

could have the same good fortune, for his expectations were more
than realized."

Another period of four years passes by, and in the interval we
find the Canadian Pacific Railway completed from the Atlantic to

the Pacific. In October, 1885, the Governor-General of Canada
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