
20 SA 1)1)1, i:, sm:i) and snowsiiok.

It was said ))y tlic old Indians tliat il' ynii

took tlic wood of a pound I'or yoU!" canip-tirr,

a storm would )«' the result: and as we did

take ol" tlic wood that ni^ht, a st(»rin cauM' sufu

rnouiili, and Williams lioi'scs wrrr I'ar away
next mornin^^ Ah wc liad l)ut little pi'ovisions,

W'illiston and I did not wait, hut leavin;;- the

most ol* our little stock of di'ietl meat with the

liorse party, we went on in the stoi'm, and kec])-

in<jj at it all day, made a eonsidenihle distancM' in

a south-easterly dii'cction, where we hoped to

I'all ill with Indians or hufKaloes, or possildy a

])ai'ty heiit on the same ei'rand as ourselves from

tlie sister mission at Whitetish l^ake.

'I'hat ni^ht l)oth men and do<^s ate sparin;^ly,

for tlie simple reason that we did iKjt liave

any moi'e to eat. In thes(( nortliern latitudes

a ni^ht in .lanuary in the snow Avith plenty

of food is, under the ])est of circumstances,

a hardship; hut when l)oth tired men and

faithful do^s are on "short commons" the

^loom seems darker, the cold keener, the

loneliness i^reatei* than usual. At any rate,

that is how Williston and I felt the night I

refer to. The pro])lt;m was clear on the l)lack-

board hefore us as we sat and vainly tried to

think it out, for there was ver}^ little talking

round oiu" camp-fire that niglit. Tlie known
r|uantities were : an immense stretch of un-


