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tli()i'()U<i'lil\' jKlfiittctl to tilt' iiTowtli ii!" all claHscs of cci-cals.

cnltivatfd ^i-asHcs aiul \»'octaltlfs in urcat aliuiidaiu'c

IIIKKJATION.

To tlic normal adNaiitaf^cs ol' iai'iiiiii;;' on in-w v ir^i'iii

soil, there ai'e adtled many reatures ol* [>rolit l>y a Hysteiii

t)l MTieation.

While the artiiiciul application oi' water to oi-(»\\ in^j^crops

increuHes the oj'i^inal cost ol' fariiiino' and adds to the

labour ol' the I'armer, it assures cn-tainty of ci'ops, and the

quantity and (juality ol' the |>rodnct I'ar more than eom-

pensates for the added cost and lal)our.

Jrrjt^'ation j)rovid<'H a continual Tertiii/in^' a^cnt without

added expense. The alluvial deposit carried in suspension

in the waters oi* the i-ivers in sprino' and early summer are

deposited on the soil an<l constantly enrich and lertili/e it,

so that a ])r()ecss ol* renewal is constantly in operation.

This accounts for the Tact that in countrit's where ini^ation

has heen pivictisevl foi- Ion 4- periods, as in ('olora<lo, wheat

cro]) ai'ter wheat crojt has heen taken Ti-om the same soil

with no material reduction in the yield and, conse(|UentIy.

no evidence oi' the exhaustion ol' the' soil. The most strik-

iuij demonstration ol* this T.-u-t is the Nile \'alle\' in l'>\i)i,

wliere cultivation has l)een continued for centuries, the

lands tindine- elements of renewing- strene^th in the proper-

ties of the nuiddy watei's of that <;re}it liver.

In'i<;'ation, where tlie source of supply, as in this in-

stance, is a never-fuilin^' stream like the St. Mary s liixcr,

^•ivcs certainty of croj), pi-otects ae;ainst drouth, places the

farmer in the position of re^ulatino- the rainfall. There is

no aoricultural reeion, e\en in disti"icts of noi'uial rainfall,

wheiv the possihilitv of resortine; to iri'ieation wouhl n(jt

be occasionally beneticial, foi', even in such countries, drouth

is not unknown. In the most faxored at^ricultural disti'icts

of Manitoba an<l the oldei- j)r<)\inces, every expo'ieneed

farmer knows that there ai'c seasons when tlu' rainfall is

HutHcient and is distrlbute<l a*, such prop;'r times as to kee[)

•> I '•


