
chUmH and forrnularien of the Chclrch of
Ronio am tauKht. in I hum. It lit Rurcly to
pri-HUme on our ixiioraiicu to inHtituto iu

thcHU circumHtanceH « cciniparinoulMstweua
the petition of thu minority iu our own
province and that of the minority in the
Province of Quehou. Ii, iH to trifle with
our iatolii^fiice lo atlirm that the denia'
of separate schooln ut the one cimo would
he on a par with its denial in the other.
The two cases aro really ossentiaily diller-

ont. No well inHtructed and impartial
mind can put them on a level.

The attempt will no doubt be made to
belittle in varioun « ays the importance of
such reeoKnition of reli^idn in our public
schools, as has been advocated.

It will oe said, as it has , been recently
said by a Journal publinhed in another
province, but with special reference to the
situation in this one, that little import-
ance is to be attached to

RELintoira teachino ok a oenkrai. cnAR-
ACTEK.

teaching, that is, from which the distinc-
tive doctrines of the several Christian
bodies have been eliminated. E'orsuch an
assertion there is no Kood ground what-
ever. The reverse of it would be nearer
the truth. All the most powerful motives
to good conduct, all the most efToctive sup-
ports of morality, are found within the
common creed of Christendom. They are
not the exclusive property of any of the
churches. If the uusectarian teaching,
therefore, of the public school would not
be Influential and influential for fi.ood, it

would be due rather to the lack of skill or
of earnestness on the teacher's part, than
to the poverty of the resources from which
he was privifeKOrt to drow.

It is also said that the openiug and clos-

ing of the school with prayer and the read-
ing of the Bible, is too small a matter al-

together, to have much importance at-

tached to it, one way or another. It cer-

tainly does not bulk largely iu the general
exercises. But that settles nothing as to
its importance or non-importance. Our
national flag is a small thing—a piece of
bunting which can be bought for a dime
or two. Nevertheless, as it floats over
our homes, it represents the power of
England. And even so, the divine name
invoked in the opening exercises, the open
Bible on the desk, holds up to teacner
and scholar alike, the presence and the
majesty of God. It Is true, the exercise
may be in some cases little more than a
seemly form, just as the exercise of pri-

vate or domestic worship may be only a
form, under cover of which the worship-
per dismisses himself only the more se-

curely to a day of unrelieved worldliness.
But this possibility is not supposed to con-
stitute a valid reason for diHContinuing
the exercise in the latter case ; nor should
it be in the former. It is a reason why
school trustees should have more regard
to Christian character than they often
have, in the choice of persons to be the

moral as well as intellectual guides ol our
youth.
This suggests another objection which

Is somotinieH raised. How few public
school teai^hcrs, it is naid, are really flt

persons to conduct the religious oxerrises
ri>ferr. il to / My ac(|uaintance with the
teachers of the province 1. not suflldently
large to enable me to answer this question.
Some of them, I know, are among the
b<:st, the most consistent aud earnest
incml)ers of the several churches, and it

others are of a different character—if the
religious princiules or the habits of any of
them are of sucn a kind as to make the
conduct of public prayer by them, or even
the public reading of the liible, an iucon*
gurulty, somethin[j; like a farce, then in any
case, whether there are religious exercises
or not, they are obviously not flt persons
to superintend the intellectual and moral
training of the yoiith of this or of any
other p.ovince.

It is not the least important consider*
ation connected with this question,
though it is often one lost sight oi, that
the mode of its settlement nmst have a
very marked influence on the character ot
the public school teachers as a class.
Eliminate tho religious element entirely,
make the relation of the teacher to his
pupil, just such as that of the tradesman
to nis apprentice, only that the one teaches
reading, writing and arithmetic, the other
a trade or handicraft and the general
character of those In the profession will
be lowered. There will still he thos. en-
gaged in it of high moral and religious
principle, but the prospect of exercising
the profession and the actual exercise of
it will no longer furnishthe same incentive
to the cultivation of such principle. Al*
most the reverse. Religion will be a sort
of disciualiflcation, or at least inconveni-
ence, inasmuch as the teacher's mouth
must be shut %vithin the school, not only
on all which he holds most sacred, but on
all which ho has found most heloful to his
own goodness. Now the real attainment
may fall below the standard, will often
fall below it in this imperfect world. It
will seldom rise above it. With the
standard changed, with the position of the
teacher lowered by the elimination of the
religious element from his sphere, the
character of the profession as a whole
will be in time lowered also to the invar-
iable injury of the youth and, therefore,
of the country.

THE 1 INAL SETTLEMENT OF THE QUESTION,

which is now agitating the community,
may he remote. It is possible it may be
the work of years. Let us cherish the
hope, that, when it is reached, it may be
one which will not signalize the triumph
of any Dolitical or ecclesiastical party, but
one in which good men of all parties can
take pride, and as the result of which the
care and training of our youth shall be-
come an object of greater solicitude to the
people of the province, and the profession

I


