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nor desirable, lint the Colonial policy of the Parent State,

the avowals of her leading statesmen, the public sentiments

ot the Empire, present unmistakeable and significant

indications of the depreciation of Colonial connection. That
it is the resolve of England to invest us with the attributes

and compel us to assume the burdens of independence is no
longer problematical. The threatened withdrawal of her

troops from other colonies, the continuance of her military-

protection to ourselves only on the condition that we shall

defray the attendant expenditure, betoken intention towards
our country, against which it is weakness in us not to pro-

vide. An overruling conviction then, of its necessity, and a

high sense of the duty we owe to our country, a duty we
can neither disregard nor postpone, impels us to entertain

the idea of separation ; and whatever negotiations may
eventuate with Great Britain, a grateful liberality on the

part of Canada should mark every proceeding.

The proposed union would render Canada a field for

American capital into which it would enter as freely for the

prosecution of public works and private enterprise as into

any of the present States. It would equalize the value of

real estate upon both sides of the boundary, thereby probably

doubling at once the entire present value of property in

Canada. Whilst by giving stability to our institutions, and
introducing prosperity, it would raise our public, corporate,

and private credit. It would increase our commerce, both
with the United States and foreign countries, and would not

necessarily diminish to any great extent, our intercourse

with Great Britain, into which our products would, for the

most part, enter on the same terms as at present. It

would render our rivers and canals the highway for the

immigration to, and exports from, the West, to the incal-

culable benefit of our country. It would also introduce

manufactures into Canada as rapidly as they have been
introduced into the Northern States ; and to Lower Canada
especially wher^ water privileges anv^ labour are abundant
and cheap, it would attract manufacturing capital, enhancing
the value of property and agricultural produce, and giving

remunerative employment to what is at present a compara-
tively non-producing population. Nor would the Unfted
States merely furnish the capital for our manufactures. They


