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littie of it, is ear.marked for the northern
country. Would the minister tell us just what
the government bas in ýmid ini the way of
promoting the development of northern
Canada?

Mr. CRERAR: My hon. friend is now
discussing a matter which should be discussed
when the ordinary civil estimates of the
department are before the committee.

Mr. GREEN: I think the minister is not
quite right about that, because several of
these items deal with expenditures for research
and for finding new mines and oil wells and
so on. Surely under items of this type we
are entitled to ask the policy of the govern-
ment with regard to developing northern
Canada.

Mr. CRERAR: Under these war appropria-
tion estimates we could make excursions into
every branch of departmental activity. In the
ordinary civil estimates of the mines branch
we have an item of 5314,000 for geological
surveys, and it is under that vote that the
work as to xvhich my hion. fricnd is pressing
for information-and ýit is very important
work-would be carried out, and the details
can thon be given. As I stated a moment ago,
this item of $145,000 may not be spent this
year at ail. It is in the war appropriation
for war purposes, to meet requcsts from the
nil controiler should such requests be made;
also perhaps a small part cf it is to com-
plete undertakings of last year where the vote
Iapsed at the end of the year. In addition.
provision wiil be made from this vote for
whatever drilling operations are carricd on in
this area of oul sands in northern Alberta.

Mr. GREEN: Well, could the minister gîve
us some idea now of the policy of the govero-
ment with regard to devcloping northern
Canada? It really is a war item. For
example, we have what is known as the joint
Canadian-United States economnic committee.
and a branch of that committee was given the
job cf surveying ail the resources in the
Yukon, Alaska and northern British Columbia
and of making recommendations as to what
developments should take place in those areas.
Couid the minister flot give us some idea of
the general goveroment poiicy on the develop-
ment cf the north country? It is probably
one cf the most important matters which
faces Canada to-day. Its importance is
evidenced by developments whicha Russia bas
made.

Mr. CRERAR: I do ot for a moment
decry its importance, but the information
which would fully satisfy the questions cf my
hon. friend is net here to-night, because I
expectcd to deal with the subject when the
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ordinary estimates of the department were
up. The government bas not been unmindful
cf the possibilities of the north country. I
just asked the director of the mines branch,
who tells me that last year we had two
geological survey parties in the Yukon
territory.

Mr. GREEN: Two?

Mr. CRERAR: Two. I do net know how
many there were in the Northwest Territories,
but almost every week, perhaps every day, in
the summer months mining claims are being
recorded in our mining recording office at
Fort Smith by prospecters. As my hon.
friend knows, there bas been a substantial
mining development in the Yellowknife
district nerth of Slave lake, and we have had
geological parties there for severai years. In
addition, we are sending out this year cil
geologicaql parties; that is, parties to search
for cii deposits.

Mr. GREEN: Io the Northwèst Territeries?

Mr. CRERAR: Some in the Nerthwest
Territories, some in Alberta, some in Saskat-
chiewan and some in the oortheastern part of
British Columbia. But I ceuld have more
complote information on ail that when 1 have
the data hefere me te deal with the civil
estimatcs.

Mr. GREEN: Perhaps te-morrow the minis-
ter couid make a statement on the oorthern
poiicy cf the gevernment.

Mr. CRERAR: Wcll, that can be done, per-
lîaps, xvhcn we come to eur ordinary civil
estimates.

Mr. GREEN: That may net be until the
last fixe minutes cf the iast day of the session,
and would not leave any time for discussion.
I think the minister should make the statement
at once.

Mr. CRERAR: Ail I cao say in a general
way, Mr. Chairman-

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Golding):
The minister bas pointed out that this item
lhàs nothingý to do with the question which the
hion. member for Vancouver South bas in mmnd,
and lie lis promised that hie xviii deal with it
at the proper time. I appeal te hon. members
te realize that if we hope to make any progress
at ail in these estimates we must try to deal
with the items as they are. I hope I shall net
have te, say any more in that regard te hon.
members.

Mr. GRAYDO.N: Are yen speaking to +he
minister tee?


