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As te tue ex-Minister of Trade and Com-
merce (Mr. Stevens), we shall pîebably
hear se mueli in the course of this session as
te the circumstances surrounding bis resigna-
tien titat it may be as w'eil for nie net te
comment upon it at the moment. There
is, hîowever, ene pertinent circumstance wbich
1 tiiink must be apparent te aIl, and that is
that net oniy bas thie gnvernment realized
the extent te wiiicb it lias lest the confidence
ni the country as indicated, frem its unwili-
ingness te fl!i vacan"ies that aiready exist,
but iliat the minister wiîo resignrd'did se
because hie lîad ne confidence in biis prime
minister. The ministiy te-day is witlîeut
tue uîresere of the ex-Minister of Trade and
Commerce for the sitapie reason, as lie bas
publiiv statcd and as is set forth in the
ca(*(Spondence w hidi the Prime Minister
tableil the othier day, tliat ho bad ot confi-
dence in the Prime Minister's intention te
carry eut any referins worthy of the nanie.
These are ail interesting cireumstances and
ber immediately upen the situation witb
w'liî above ail others tlîis session of par-
lianient is faced.

At this point I slîail have te crase the
compliments and corne more immiediately, te
tlîe circumstances wiihbave breîîglîr us
toether.

Wc bav e bren toid by the Prime Minister
that the old eider bas gene. 1 mnust confess
that whien I tliink ni xvhat bad eccurred
since the heginning ni tlîis new year, it seemis
thiat perhaps w'liat the Prime Minister says
us correct, that the eld eider bas gene. But
let us distinguislî careiully as te what phase
of the nid eider ive refer. Tbe nId eider
is a pretty big eider, if 1 may use tlîat cx-
pressioun, emhracing social conditions, indus-
trial conditions, political conditions. Most
ofiits as members oi a British pariiament
luad, 1 briieve., ratier iîopod tixat tHe old
order of paiiiamrntary goverment as carried
on under tue 13'itisl crown wouid bc an eider
tliat wnuid be pr-eser\ecd iii this couintry, and
net an eider tliat we wnuid diseover ivas
gradualh, disap~peairing, if net aireadY gene.
Let us "Stop for a nmoment te consicler the
old eider ni tlîings as tliose ni us ix-ho are
memis of this lieuse rerali it.

Usually wlien lis Exceliency he Gevernor
Generuti anneîînced tlîat hie was summening
parliament and wisbed te have tbhe attendance
ni lion. niembers in eider that hoe miglît cern-
muinicate te tiîem the business foi wlîich hie
hîad cald tlîom togîether, hon. members
waiteul îîntil parliament was summoned te
beain w hat the business was. Thýy have ielt
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that thiat was a ceurtesy at Ieast that was
owing to the sovereign or bis distinguished
representative. That customn as far as I arn
aware is one that lias been foliowed in British
parliaments everywbere, until this y ear. But
somene greater in hiis own estimation than
the crown's represeniative lias appcared, and
we are now beginning a new miod of bav-
ing the contents of the speech frorn the
throno <iselesed to the generai public, before
thicy are made known to lion. members of
parliainent. Is it flot a time lionoured custom,
Mr. Speaiker, that the speech fronm the tbrone
is supposed, and riglitly so, to be the flcst
intimation to be given to lion. rrmers nî
parliament with respect to the botisincs for
wliirh tliey have been binuglit togethier at the
cail of the sovereign or bis represcntaitive.
Hon. members of parliamcnt bave niot in tbe
jpist beuoiie acquainted with the subjeets
wicüh tliey were to diseuss thrc ugl the
mnedium nf ienwspapers or ever the
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no means. Tbey have usually waited-not
vcry long-; only a few ekso t tey Lad
tbe privilege of meeting the soveîeign's relire-
seiittti vo and bcacring fromn lus ewii Iipý wliat
%veie the mcasurcs wliicb upon tEle advice of
bis niitprs were to be sublmitted to parlia-
muent. Tlîat old eider apparciutly lias gene,
and 1 (le net know that beeaîî-e of tlîis fact
we in Canada are any better off.

Furtiier, it is customary wliere througbi the
speechi frein the tlîrone a goerniment makes
a statoînent ni pelicy, or many statements
of policy, for tbe mninistry te bave hiad ample
oppertunity carefully te censider and te
mature tbe varions plans propesed in the
several pelicies. Whatever is centaineul in
the speech is supposed to represenit tbe rare-
icilly matured views ni a united niiinistry,
views tliat bave bren discîissud in the cabinet,
and wbich hav e hecn se foimulated as to
leave reem for ne possible clix eig .nee ni
opinion between coileagues. I wondui if that
is the case to-day with respect te what appears
in the preselît speech from the threne.

But lot me go a stop further, speaking of
tue nid eider wbicbi tbe present Prime Min.
ister tells us is gene. Under the nid order,
wben a prime minister put forth far-reaching
policies, lie wxas siipposed te have sought and
obtained the substantiai baekin- of the mem-
bers of bis ewn party voiuntarily given, net
a backing that bad been brought about by
snme eider or command as under a Fascist
rogime. He was supposed te have hîad the
benefit of tbe carefuiiy tbought eut views oi
his party as expressed either at a convention
or in conierence or in the party caucus, se
that be weuld be able te state witheut equi-


