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That decision was given January 20, and
the minister was flot represented. 1 want to
ask the minister if hie liad any comrmunica-
tion witli the tariff board, advising them that
hie was flot attending or that an appeal had
beeni launched, or giving any reason wliy lie
paid no attention to the previous ruling of
the tariff board.

Mr. MATTHIEWS: I arn informed that we
filed a brief in the ordinary way in connection
with this case.

Mr. RALSTON: Would the minister bring
dawn the brief?

Mr. MATTHEWS: I shall be very glad to
get it for my hion. friend.

Mr. RALSTON: Would the minister tell
me whether or not the brief referred to the
appeal liaving been launched?

Mr. MATTHEWS: I amn informed that it
deait with the appraisal.

Mr. RAISTON: And the minister does flot
know whether or not it dealt with the appeal?

Mr. MATTIIEWS: I arn inforrned not.

Mr. IRAISTON: By whorn was the brief
prepared?

Mr. MATTHEWS: The brief was prepared
by departmental officers.

Mr. RALSTON: Can the minister tell me
by whom? I want to, know wlietlier or not it
was one of the law oflicers.

Mr. MATTHEWS: I arn informed that it
was by an appraiser, not a Iaw officer.

Mr. RALSTON: Then the fact is that the
ftlinister had a decision given against hirn by
the tariff board and an appeal was launched
by somebody else, but the mînister allowed
another case to go before the tariff board
witliout having anyone appear in his behaif
and without taking any advice as to wlietlier
or not the appeal was valid; lie just lad
sornebody send down a memorandum. to the
tariff board. That was the only respect,
courtes or attention pald .by the department
to the decision by the tariff board. Is that
so?

Mr. MATTHEWS: Pending the decision
of the privy council the departrnent feit that
it could not move in the matter.

Mr. RALSTON: Then I will ask the minis-
ter this: Was lie advised by any law officer
that there was anything to prevent hirn from
rnoving in the matter and rnaking the re-
fund which liad been ordered?

Mr. MATTHEWS: I do not recaIl being
advised in that regard.

Mr. RAISTON: Does the minister recail
asking for advice?

Mr. MATTIHEWS: No.

Mr. CARAN: Evideintly the hion. gentle-
man thinks lie is indulging in a little police
court practice, witli sorne witness lietore hirn
of whom. lie can a.sk petty and frivolous
questions. The minister lias already ex-
plained the situation; lie liad nothing to do
witli the second case being brouglit bef are
the tariff board. ýIt was not brouglit before
the board at lis instance, but, the tariff
board liaving again decided as in tlie firet
case, that late-r decision certainly was not to
be acted upon wlien a sîmilar decision liad
been appealed from and was then pending
before the privy council. It is within tlie
jurisdiction of the privy council to decide
wliether the appeal was properly lodged or, if
properly lodged, as to wliat deoision sliould
be given thereon. iIt seems to me altogether
unfair, when tlie minister la not a lawyer and
makes no0 pretensions to professional. ex-
perience, that lie shouki be asked these fýrivo-
lous questions wlien ail the papers can be
brouglit down at a later date.

Mr. RAIISTON: I expeeted that somebody
would corne to the rescue, not of the minister,
but of the departnent and thie government ini
this conneiction, but I did not expect tliat I
shoulid reoeýive the sort of abuse I have re-
ceived frorn the Secretary of State, liecause lie
is not aiccustomed to doing tliat sort of thing.

Mr. CARAN: I arn not, but the hion, gen-
tleman provokes it wi-tl these frivolous ques-
tions.

Mr. RALST(N: My lion. friend is pro-
voked by the absolute stu.pidity çliicli lias
been displayed by the departrnent, and I
think lie is just about as mucli ashamed of
it as any mian in Canada. wlio knows tlie
circumastances. I do not think there ever
lias been a case of more gross flouting of a
biody whici lias been set up by this goverfi-
ment, and whicli we were told hast year was
going to be tlie finest tribunal tliat one could
possibly imagine. Tliere lias been no respect
of any kind sliown towards tlie tariff board.
Instead, flouting lias been donc that could.
only lie donc to try to bring tlie board into
diarepute because tlie liigli tariff policies of
some members of the government have been
affeeted by some of the decisions of tlie
board.

Mr. CARTAN:. Will tlie lion, gentleman
allow me one moment?


