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more than hie should pay, because the spread
between the price of the raw materials and
the finished product, the mnixed fertilizer, lias
been too great. This is a matter which thc
min ister sheuld look into very carefully in
connection with the imposition of the three
per cent excise tax. I do flot know whether
the Minister of Finance bas in mind putting
fertilizer on the exeînpted list. At the present
time I understand that the three per cent
excise tax applies to everything that cernes
in, even to articles that were on the free list
before. If that is the case, it will hit our
potate growers in the maritime provinces very
liard, and as we ail kilowv, they are having a
difficuit enougli time carrying on under present
conditions. They are almost in bankruptcy
s0 far as their petato grewing operatiens are
concerned.

1 would not stress this so much, Mr. Chair-
man, if it were not for the fact that our
friends opposite prorniscd se, much during the
election. They certainly promised to put our
agriculiurists in the maritime provinces on
easy street if only they xvould return the
Conservative party to power. They even
stated in their compaign literature that was
scattered tbroughout my county that they
would compel the Americans to take off their
duty against our petatoos 50 that our petate
growers could ship their potatees into the
United States free. I arn glad te, say that our
farmers were ton intelligent to faîl for that,
but it just shows the extremes te which our
friends opposite went in order te gain power.
I amrn ot blaming the ininister for that, but
I should like to draw bis attention to a
cartoon that I hold in my hand showing the
Prime Minister kneeling et the bedside of a
fermer sick in bed. The Prime Minister is
saying to one of bis colleagues thet the farmer
is certainly very sick, and hie asks, "What
can we do for hirn new? One thing is sure.
We cannot bleed himi any more." I agree
with the Prime Minister that hoe cennot bleed
the fermer very niueh more, but bore is one
place xvbcre this governiment is geieg to blcod
him more by putting upon the farmer a thre
per cent excise tex, unless fertilizer is in-
cluded in the list of exemptions and allowcd
te corne io froc. I do net tbink that the ten
por cent duty should cxci have been put oo
fertilizer, because it dees net help the industry
here and is a hardsbip te all our farmers.

Mr. SMITH (Victoria-Canleton) : On what
ingredients was that ten per cent duty pleced
lest year?

Mr. .MacLEAN: It 'vas impeed on differ-
ont ingredients. T1ho duty was on fertilizer

I2,fr. MacLean.1

cornpounded or manufactured. My friend
perliaps will take the position that the farmers;
need net have beught ready-mixed fertilizer,
but hoe knows that in mnany sections through-
eut this wliele dominion where there is net an
organization that purchases the fermon's fer-
tilizer requirernents in a large way the fermer
is enîy tee glad te go te the deaer in his own
tewn and buy the ready-mixed fertilizer, on
which there is a ton per cent duty. In our
own province the petate grelvers' association
provide the fertilizer ingredients in a large
wvay. They buy the chemicals and we do the
mixing ourselves te a very largo extent. But
as I liave said, there is stili a large amount
of ready-mixed fentilizer imported, as is preved
conclusively by the feet, that lest year's im-
portation netted a revenue te the gevernent
of over $144,000.

Mr. SMITH (Victoria-Carleton): I think
the bion. member bas ef t a wvreng impression
on the minds of the cemmittee se far as the
mixing of fertilizer in the maritime prov-
inces is concerned. There was ne mixed fer-
tilizer breught inte the maritime provinces
from the United States last year. Thiere rnay
have been in some othen portions of Canada
where the farmers do net use fertilizer se
extensively as it is used in the maritime
provinces. I think the geveroment is te ho
commended for placing a duty on mixed fer-
tilizer. It nmust be apparent te every hion.
member that wben fertilizer is required in
Canada, we ought to engage the services of
Canadiens te mix it, rather than pay Ameni-
cens te do it. Te my mind there is ne deubt
about that. No duty xvas placed upon in-
gredients cemning inte Canada lest year.

Mr. VENIOT: Yes, if those ingredients
wene to be mixed.

Mr. MacLEAN: Dees rny bon. friend
say that the three per cent excise tex will
net apply?

Mr. SMITHI (Victoria-Canleton): I think
the three per cent excise tex is unfair te
the farmers of Canada. Representations hav e
elreedy been made te the gevernment and as
a result they have the matter undcr considera-
tien. Befere the bill is passed 1 believe
Semething mny be done te relieve the situa-
tion.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: What are the plans
with regard te a seed laboratery for the seed
cemmissioner's effice? A few years ago some
arrangements were made, which did net mate-
rialize, te have a central seed laboratery in
Ottawa fer the benefit of the whole dominion.
I undcrstand there is serne suggestion of


